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INTRODUCTION. 



The wilderness hath shnt them in. 

Exodus, chap.xiy, yer.S. 

Why do I not repose beneath the soft 
shade of unwithering foliage^ feasting on 
delicious fruits, and sipping pure draughts 
from the crystal brook that runs meander- 
ing by? Why am I urged forward, a tra- 
veller still, with all a traveller's privations 
and dangers? or why, if travel I must, have 
I not an even path, securely fenced on 
either side, and well provided with re- 
freshments for the way-faring and the 
weary? Why is it thus? Ah ! there is a 
tale, which, although often told, as often 
dies disregarded on the ear, and leaves in- 
dividuals, however assenting to its gene- 
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INTRODUCTION. 



ral application, especially marvelling at 
their own lot. The paternal inheritance 
forfeited by their ancestors, for certain 
misdeeds which they had done, each one 
seems obstinately disposed to reclaim in 
his own right, although daily experience 
proves the inefficacy, as well as the 
criminality of such endeavours; for a 
flaming sword now guards the entrance to 
these forfeited possessions, and there 
remains no alternative, but to travel on- 
ward through a dreary wilderness : yet 
with the sure prospect of a fairer inherit- 
ance beyond it, for those who pursue the 
direct road, however dangerous or toil- 
some the journey may prove. 

Stranger, have you not long ere this 
found out that you are but a traveller, 
and a traveller too in a wilderness ? and 
shall you marvel thereat? Shall you ex- 
pect to find the ground you tread blessed, 
which for man^s sake is pronounced to 
be cursed, and which denies its increase, 
but to the sweat of our brow ? What fruit 
do you expect from the thorns and the 
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thistles^ wliich spring up in your path? 
* Do men gather grapes of thorns^ or figs 
of thistles?' Yet/ a creature pronounced 
to be of dust, and to that dust returning, 
presumes to take up his rest here as 
though it were his final destination ! Be- 
hold them dancing around their idols of 
every shape, reared aloft in^l directions, 
and exclaiming 'Our mountain stands 
strong; we shall never be moved' — ' to- 
morrow shall be as this day, and much 
more abundant/ While others ai*e stand- 
ins at the door of their tents, murmurin&c 
:^.. a,e Lori. ..d .g^nst his J- 
vants : or sitting beneath their withered 
gourds, exclaiming, * We do well to be 
angry' — * our soul is weary because of 
the way.' Some, too, anxiously waiting 
the accomplishment of a darling project 
or scheme, upbmd the slow progress of 
time, and impatiently count the tedious 
days and hours ; unconscious how those 
fleeting days, those winged hours, curtail 
the short span of that life in which are 
concentrated all their hopes, and to which 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

therefore they so fondly cling. Their 
views are bounded by the horizon of this 
wilderness^ and beyond it they have no de- ' 
sire to pry, no ambition to explore : they feel 
themselves urged on from stage to stage ; 
yet gladly would they retrace their steps 
and recommence their journey, whatever 
unknown perils may infest the path, and 
in full view of all its inevitable woes. 

Into what an inhospitable region did 
the Sovereign Lord and Saviour of man- 
kind descend, for the recovery of a lost 
and guilty world ! Of all the tents spread 
abroad on the surface of this wilderness, 
it was amongst the meanest and the most 
humble that he obtained shelter; and 
oftentimes even these were closed against 
him, so that ' he had not where to lay his 
head/ Yet here he sojourned, till the ar- 
duous work which he came to perform 
was completed; that work, the design 
of which was 'to turn men from their, 
dumb idols, around which we behold 
them assembling, to serve the living God;' 
to destroy the love of the world; to 
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supply the place of the withered gourd, 
by a covert which shall effectually defend 
against every storm of adversity ; to teach 
us to number our days, that instead of 
forgetting their speed, or wishing to live 
them over again, we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom, and thereby wean our af- 
fections from this wilderness to which 
we are so fondly attached, and from which, 
with all its woes, we are so reluctant to 
depart ; to fix our affections on things 
above, where this Divine Benefactor, after 
all his toils and sufferings on our account, 
now lives, and where it is his will and 

* 

pleasure that the people of his. love, 
whom he purchased at so dear a rate, 
should live also. 

Happy those children of his love who 
have learned the true character of this 
wilderness, through which they are at 
present doomed to travel, and who, instead 
of taking up their rest here, account them- 
selves but pilgrims and strangers, seeking 
a better country. If any among the mul- 
titudes that we meet, these, and these 
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only, are the people who can justly esti* 
mate the various events that befall them, 
who understand the true nature of pro- 
sperity and of adversity, and who, as 
far as they are able> smooth the path^ and 
render it safe and pleasant to their fellow* 
travellers, as well as to those who shall 
hereafter follow their footsteps, in the 
way to the heavenly Canaan. Numberless 
are the perils and trials of this inhospitable 
wilderness, which cannot be averted by 
human foresight, or human skill; but 
they are needlessly multiplied, by those 
which mankind unnecessarily invent for 
each other. Let not us, fellow-traveller, 
add to the sad catalogue : rather, in the 
hope of mitigating some of these evils, 
let us indulge such reflections as the 
scenes around may suggest, and thereby 
endeavour to regulate our future conduct, 
for the benefit of ourselves, and the good 
of others. 
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No. I. 

There was not a hoase in which there was not one dead. 

Exodus, chap, zii, rer. 30. 

When the king of terrors has his com- 
mission to enter a dwellings although it 
should not be that of a near relative or 
valued friend, the solemn event naturally 
diffuses an awe over our minds ; and at 
least impresses our spirits with a transient 
gloom: but if, ere this impression is 
erased, the stroke is repeated in another 
quatter, the lesson comes home with ad- 
ditional force and solemnity. At certain 
seasons, indeed, the grim tyrant is busied 
in his work of destruction; and then 
especially it is, that, with increasing solici- 
tude, we watch his progress, not knowing 
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at which of us his next stroke may be 
levelled : for when general sickness^ the 
harbinger of deaths extends its ravages 
from house to house^ then it is that our 
dormant feelings are aroused, and mortal 
man feels himself to be^ what in the midst 
of health, and life, and prosperity, he had 
almost forgotten that he was — a creature 
of dust, ready to crumble away, and min- 
gle with his mother earth, at the summons 
of Him, ' who sendeth man to destruction, 
and sayeth. Return, ye children of men/ 
But how can we adequately realise the 
terrors of that memorable night, when all 
the first-bom of the devoted land of 
Egypt were cut off by the destroying 
angel l In how many famiUes were parent 
and child alike devoted to the common 
i*uin ! The father, if unhappily the first- 
bom of his house, must obey the impe- 
rious summons, along with that son who 
might have stood in the gap^ to defend 
and protect his orphan brethren ; while 
many a mother, in the like case, must be 
torn from her tender charge, and descend 
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with her first bom to the cold manBions 
of the dead ! At the birth of these devoted 
yictims to divine vengeance, how would 
the accustomed demonstrations of joy 
have been changed into mouiiiing, and 
sackcloth and ashes, had these awful 
events of futurity been disclosed to their 
view ! Happy for Uiem, happy for us, 
that they are kept concealed; and the 
traveller passes on, unconscious what 
enemy may be lurking in his path, await- 
ing its commission to attack him. 

O ! how far and how wide did this 
calamity extend ; in what various direc- 
tions did it cut in sunder, in one hour, the 
tenderest and the dearest ties of human 
life, extending its ravages even to the cat- 
tle in the fields and evincing to what a 
degree the whole creation groaneth under 
the bitter effects of man's rebellion. * O ! 
who can stand before God, when once he is 
angry ! ' Surely the bereaved and mourn- 
ing survivors might exclaim of that me-- 
morable night, * Let darkness seize upon 
it; let that night be solitary ; let the stars 

b6 
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of the twilight thereof be dark ; let it look 
for light but have none ; neither let it see 
the dawning of the day/ Such is the 
language of human woe ; such the wail^ 
ings of the bereaved. But to scenes like 
these happily we are strangers : such 
midnight cries have not yet been permit- 
ted to disturb our tents, or add to the 
plagues of the wilderness. 'Therefore 
we will sing of mercy ; unto thee, O Lord, 
will we sing.' 

And now, traveller, having paid the 
tribute due to suffering humanity, let us 
withdraw our attention from antient 
Egypt^s mourning and depopulated land ; 
and rather contemplate those scenes that 
more immediately obtrude on our notice 
in this desert wilderness, and in which 
we are more deeply interested. Behold 
those tents of various structure and di- 
mensions scattered over the plain : some 
of them barely sheltering their inmates 
from the stormy blast; some furnished 
with the comforts, others, with all the luxu- 
ries of life : they have so lengthened their 
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cords^ and strengthened their stakes^ as 
Beems to have set the stormy blast at 
defiance; while all the appendages of 
wealth and prosperity hoyer over them like 
gay pennons^ fluttering in the wind. But 
should we not quicken our pace^ were we 
told there were few of these tents in 
which there was not one dead ? Should 
we not be anxious to escape the conta- 
gious atmosphere, while scarcely credit- 
ing the repoit. But has death indeed 
entered these habitations? We hear not 
the voice of mourning and of wailing ; but 
' the voice of them that sing do we hear.' 
And yet they are dead : for ' those who 
live in pleasure, are dead while they live.' 
* I know their works/ says the great 
Searcher of hearts, ' that they have a name 
that they live and are dead/ And O ! how 
infinitely more terrific is this spiritual 
death, than that at which human nature 
stands appalled : yet of how comparative- 
ly few of the tents that are spread abroad 
can it be said, the inmates are all living 
souls ! O ! woeful scenes of disease and 
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death ! For the unrenewed sinner is also 
described as^ ^ full of wounds^ and bruises 
and putrifying sores/ ' The whole head 
is sick ; the whole heart is faint. ' Travel- 
ler, which is your tent ? Who, and what are 
its inmates ? is there but one dead among 
them? Who is that one ? Let your heart 
respond to the solemn enquiry, and say, 
' Lord is it I ? ' ' Search me, O God, and 
try me, and see, if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.' But if happily there is reason to 
hope that ^ you have passed from death 
unto life,' still it behoves you to examine 
strictly and anxiously your whole charac- 
ter, and general deportment ; whether it 
is in all respects in strict harmony with 
your profession. Are you conscious of 
filling up all the various duties of life, in 
each relation, giving to every one, accor- 
ding to his respective claims, ' good mea- 
sure, heaped up and running over ? ' Not 
imagining, as too many are apt to do, that 
assiduity and zeal in one direction, will 
compensate for langour and deficiency in 
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another. If this should be the case^ you 
resemble one who has a member paralysM, 
while the rest of his body remains vigo- 
rous and healthy. O ! how many are seen 
halting and walking lamely, even in the 
way to Zion ! The diamond, in whatever 
direction it is turned, appears equally bril- 
liant, equally attractive, nor requires to be 
placed in a certain position to exhibit its 
matchless lustre: so should the christian 
shine; and when the divine principle fully 
pervades the soul, thus uniformly will he 
reflect the light he receives from above. 
May this influence enter our dwellings, 
quickening each inmate, lest he sleep the 
sleep of death ; and so operating, that all 
may not only have life, ' but have it more 
abundantly.' Blessed, thrice blessed, that 
earthly abode, where every inmate is 
spiritually, morally, and socially, alive. 
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No. II. 

The drivmg was like the driving of Jeha the son of 

Nimshi. 

2 Kings, chap, ix, ver. 20. 

This mighty man of valour is by no 
means the only one who, from his Own 
time to the present day, could be recog- 
nised by the manner of his driving : there 
have been furious drivers in every age, 
and among all conditions and ranks of 
mankind; or, in other words, impetuosity 
of character is not a phenomenon of so rare 
occurrence as to excite surprise, or rouse 
particular attention. And, besides this 
general impetuosity of temper, there are 
frequent instances in which, though it 
cannot fairly be deemed the prominent 
feature of the character, yet is there a 
furious driving of some favourite pursuit, 
or habit, or principle, which is urged, and 
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goaded, and driven, to the utter discom- 
fiture of the darling habits and principles 
of all who may have the temerity to stand 
in the way, or to offer opposition. 

But, traveller, hear you not that distant 
rumbling sound ? Already it is not distantr 
Stand aside quickly ; for a son of Jehu 
approaches ! Ah ! why linger you ? — It is 
well if you feel not the weight of his cha- 
riot wheels. What may his errand be ? 
Is it not to destroy an idolatrous queen, 
or to adjust the affairs of a kingdom, or 
at least to restore the rights of an op- 
pressed individual? No such thing: it 
is nothing more than one of these staunch 
assertors of his own will, and of his own 
opinions, who thus comes with the fited 
determination to overthrow and to trample 
down all opposition. 

But in order quietly to indulge our re* 
flections, we must retire from the bustle ; 
for, behold how these impetuous drivers 
abound; so that unless we give place, we 
cannot hope to escape with impunity. See 
how they dash against each other, or 
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become entangled in the road> and unable 
to extricate themselves. Observe how 
they block up the way, and impede the 
progress of the more steady travellers, 
who would if possible pass quietly on, — 
who have no steed at all, — or who if they 
have, drive it at a sober rate, unam- 
bitious to be the foremost in the race, so 
they may but pursue their journey unmo- 
lested and in peace. Ah ! let us, I say, 
turn aside ; and, while pursuing our hum- 
ble track, indulge the reflections which 
such a tumultuous scene suggests, and 
thereby learn to regulate our own pace, 
and to curb our own steeds, should we 
incline to take such auxiliaries into our 
service. 

Jehu was entitled to commendation, 
as he punctually executed the task as- 
signed him, and inflicted the prescribed 
punishment on those flagrant sinners, 
against whom he was sent, as the mes- 
senger of wrath: and in truth he proved 
himself to be a fit instrument for such a 
purpose; and having accomplished his 
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taskf he was amply rewarded in a way 
well suited to his temper and his wishes, 
by Him whose commission he bore. It 
must have been an awfully interesting 
spectacle, to behold this mighty cham- 
pion, driving through the streets of Jez- 
reel, the appointed executioner of divine 
vengeance. What more interesting, save 
the entry of the Captain of our salvation 
into the city of Jerusalem? — The one was 
on an errand of death : the other on a mis- 
dion of life. His own personal aggran- 
dizement was probably the moving prin- 
<^ple of the one; the salvation of mankind 
was the benign object of the other: the 
one, before he came in full view, was 
recognised by his furious driving; the 
other ' did not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in the streets ;' 
finally, the i*eward of the one extended 
but to four generations ; but * of the 
kingdom and government of the other 
there shall be no end.' 

The God of providence and of grace 
hath chosen various instruments, and 
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various means, to accomplish his pleasure, 
according to the counsel of his own will, 
and agreeably to the exigencies of every 
case ; and we may obflerve that the divine 
procedure is generally deliberate and slow. 
In the stupendous work of creation, he 
could have said * Let there be a world, 
with all its ample furniture, and its vari- 
ous inhabitants :' and a world would have 
darted into the wide expanse, instant as 
the lightning's flash. But he chose six 
days, in which to accomplish the work ; 
ere this goodly structure was rendered a 
fit residence for man. Thus the history 
of the divine dispensations, through suc- 
cessive ages, more frequently exhibits 
this gradual operation of the almighty 
hand; but there are seasons when man- 
kind are roused from their lethargy and 
supineness, by sudden irruptions of his 
wrath ; when he bursts upon rebellious 
nations ih an hour unlocked for ; when * he 
rides on a cherub and doth fly, and rideth 
on the wings of the wind^ And thus it 
will probably be at the final judgment; 
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when men will be found ' marrying and 
giving in marriage/ as they were at the 
predicted destruction of Jerusalem: and 
thus it frequently is at the death of incor- 
rigible and impenitent sinners, who say, 
'Where is the promise of his coming;' as 
though tiiese momentous truths were 
vain chimeras or night-visions, till they 
find him coming suddenly upon them, 
when there is none to deliver. Ah ! then, 
why this, impetuous driving among the 
children of men? Why does a mortal 
creature, who knows not how soon he may 
fall into the hands of the living Ood, turn 
a deaf ear to the voice of mercy, and look 
with indifference, if not with hatred on the 
way — the only way of salvation — driv- 
ing thus impetuously through this wil- 
derness in pursuit of vanities of a dayt 
How often, in pm*suit of that butterfly, of 
that moth, are the foaming steeds urged 
on, the ground made to tremble beneath the 
chariot wheels, and the ill-fated travellers 
whom they happen to meet in their course, 
put to flight in all directions ! Who that 
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has long travelled in this wilderness, but 
must have encountered some of these dri- 
vers in their impetuous pursuit of trifles 
bght as air, insignificant and frail as the 
insects that float thereon; trifles, the pur- 
suit of which is allowed to disturb the 
peace of all around, or to become the 
bane of social and domestic happiness, or, 
to use another figure, like the locusts 
that eat up every green thing, and render 
this wilderness still more sterile than 
sin has already made it. 

O ! that men would here slacken their 
pace, and quicken it where their immortal 
interests demand their utmost energies ; 
like him who exclaimed that, * ere he 
was aware, his soul made him like the 
chariots of Aminadab ;' and, like those 
who aim ' so to run, that they may at 
length obtain' — ' to run with patience 
the heavenly race that is set before them.' 
This is the ardour, this the impetuosity 
(if so it may be termed) well adapted to 
its high object. O, traveller ! be it your 
prevailing concern, above all other con^ 
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cems, * to press towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God> in Christ 
Jesus/ In this all-important work, what- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might ; and call up all thy powers into 
the service. When the vanquishing of 
our spiritual enemies, and the obtaining 
an incorruptible crown is the object, then, 
and then only, if possible, may our driv- 
ing surpass even ' the driving of Jehu, 
the son of Nimshi.' 



22 THE ITINEBART. 



No. III. 

I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me. 

2 Samuel, ohap. xii, Ter.23. 

Death is the most dreaded of all the 
enemies of the human race : there is no 
affliction incident to mankind to be com- 
pared with that which tears the tenderest 
ties of our nature asunder, for ever se- 
parates us from those beloved o.bjects 
which were most dear to it, and puts a 
final termination to the social intercourse 
of our mortal state. What powerful con-* 
siderations will suffice to console the 
mourning survivors of those who are 
thus for ever torn from them ; whether 
they contemplate the ruin and desolation 
to which the dear objects of their affec- 
tion are devoted in the silent grave ; or 
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]:ecar to their own bereavement, when * the 
desire of their eyes is taken away with a 
$troke V The royal mourner, like other 
mourners, stood appalled at this two-edged 
sword, when it was brandished at his bo- 
som;, although the object of his regret had 
made so brief a sojourn in this wilderness, 
as that he had scarcely time afforded him 
to reward his fond parent with a smile, 
much less with one instance of filial affec- 
tion, or one encouraging auspice of fixture 
character. But as on other occasions, so 
on this, when the final stroke had taken 
place, * he encouraged himself in the Lord 
his Grod 'y and has left this example on 
recoi*d, for the imitation of the long train 
of mourners who were to succeed him in 
future ages. ' He shall not return to me, 
but I shall go to him.' What ! into the 
cold chambers of the grave — the land of 
forgetfulness, of silence, and of dai'kness, 
there to become food for worms, and to 
be insensible as the clods of the valley! 
Ah, no ! ^— this is neither the language of 
nature, nor of grace. This gloomy recep- 
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tacle^ appointed for all livings has no- 
charms for the saint any more than for 
the worldling ; but it is the inestimable 
privilege of the former, to contemplate 
these separations from his dearest friends, 
who die in the Lord, however painful the 
stroke may be, as neither final nor really 
afflictive. Who that is daily groaning 
under the burden of sin, and toiling in 
the Christian warfare, shall desire those 
who have laid down the burden and 
finished the conflict, to return and resume 
them again — to exchange their crown 
for a helmet, their palm of victory for a 
sword ? And although length of days are 
numbered among the blessings and the 
rewards of the obedient ; affliction inevi- 
tably accompanies them: for who can 
long travel in this wilderness, without 
experiencing it to be a land of drought, 
of fiery flying serpents, and of every evil 
thing that infests a desert. Happy those 
who, after having sustained the tedious 
conflict, and endured the heat and burden 
of a long day, and passed through the 
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fiery trials come forth as gold seven times 
refined : happy those also> when he who 
numbers onr days^ and who, from the 
beginning, has allotted us our appointed 
time on earth, by an immutable decree 
cuts them short, and with them all their 
accompanying woes ! 

Ah ! fellow-traveller, do you find your 
mortal frame so shaken and deranged un- 
der this painful stroke ; and shall you 
wish the dear departed again to return 
and encounter all the pain, and* all the 
bitter regrets, under which you are now 
groaning?-:- to return from that salubri- 
ous atmosphere, where ' the inhabitant 
shall not any more say, I am sick ;' to 
experience again all those harassing 
symptoms of decay, those harbingers 
of dissolution, which you so painfully and 
anxiously witnessed, without having the 
power to ward them off, and which so 
tortured your own bosom with gloomy 
anticipations) and deep dismay ? What 
an escape ! — what felicity ! To have 
passed the dark, the long dreaded valley. 
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once for all ! — to have encountered the 
last enemy ; and to be now for ever placed 
beyond his powe^ ! With you, and with 
me, these evils are yet in prospect ; we 
know not how many, nor how few our 
weary steps are yet to be in this wilder- 
ness, ere we must engage in the same 
fearful conflict; nor can we tell what sore 
afflictions may intervene : but we do know, 
whatever they may be, that our dear de- 
parted friends shall never participate in 
them ; as they have for ever done with 
their own personal sufferings, so also they 
have done with ours ; those eyes, now so 
peacefully closed, shall never more be 
held waking with anxiety on our account. 
In the land which they now inhabit there 
is no jnore sorrow or crying, and all teaxs 
are wiped from their eyes. No; they 
shall not return hither again ; and can we 
add, with humble confidence and hope, 
we shall go to them ? It behoves us now 
to make this our grand concern ; for, if it 
yet remains a doubtful case, they would 
say, could they now address us, ' Weep 
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not for us, but' weep for yourselves/ — 
Shall the withered or unripe fruits of this 
desert track be preferred to the'ripe clusters 
of Canaan's fruitful land, and be retained 
with such eager grasp, that when we ap- 
proach the margin of that river which ter- 
minates our wilderness traviels, and the 
sound of its rolling waves vibrates on our 
ears, we stand appaUed. and linger 

. * Shivering on the hank, 
And fear to launch awaj V 

rather, with hopes full of immortality^ al- 
though our dust must likewise descend to 
the grave, and mingle with that we have 
so reluctantly deposited there, shall our 
emancipated spirits also unite with theirs, 
and hold sweeter converse than ever they 
held below. 

Behold, how yonder bright luminary 
cheers our dubious path! how desolate 
and forlorn should we be if deprived of its 
invigorating rays ! But in that bright 
abode whither our departed friends are 
gone, there is no need of the sun : a glory 

c2 
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infinitely more resplendent there perpe- 
tuates an everlasting day. O ! then. 
Death, where is thy sting ? O ! grave, 
where is thy victory ? For that precious 
dust shall be reclaimed, and death and 
the grave, at the appointed hour, shall 
yield up their prey. Yes, it was sown in 
corruption, in weakness, and in dishonour. 
I watched, with anxious eye and misgiv^ 
ing heart, the slow approaching ruin : all 
that the tenderest solicitude could suggest 
was done to uphold the tottering fabric. 
It did not fall with a sudden crash ; but 
every succeeding day effected another, 
and another dilapidation. Here I prop- 
ped, and there J repaired a gap ; but, 
' alas ! alas ! it baffled my utmost skill, and 
I saw the fair tenement — that which I 
had fondly hoped would have proved my 
shelter during the wintry blast of age, 
levelled with the dust: — it shall not 
. shelter me more ; it shall no more shield 
my hoary head from the pelting storm. 
Yet shall t not be destitute and defence- 
less ; for behold ' a refuge from the wind. 
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a coTert from the storm, and the shadow 
of a great rock in this weary land.' Then> 
why flow these teai's in such copious 
streams ? Let the mourners in this wil- 
derness repair to the refuge provided for 
them; that which God shews in the 
gospel ; that to which grace leads by the 
spirit : then may they with cheerfulness 
exclaim^ under these painful bereave- 
ments> ' Although our dear departed 
friends shall no more return to us, we 
shall go to them/ So may they * comfoit 
each other with these words !' 
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No. IV. 

How goodly are tby tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, 

O Israel. 

NVMBERSy chi^. xxiy, jer. 5. 

This might lyell have been the exclama- 
tion of one, who was not, like Balaam, 
impelled by inspiFation. The tents of the 
thousands of Isi-ael, spread abroad over 
the wilderness, must have afforded a 
goodly spectacle to the view of the most 
uninterested observer. What encamp- 
ment can the page of history exhibit, 
which shall compare with that, whose 
captain was the Lord of Hosts ! which, 
of all the various objects that have insti- 
gated hostile armies, could vie with that 
which animated this mighty host to march 
against the devoted land of Canaan? — 
Wonders had already been achieved; 
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wonders were yet in store : the camp had 
already resounded with the song of vic- 
tory and of triumph^ from one extremity 
to the other ; every voice united in the 
joyful chorus, ' Sing unto the Lord, for 
he hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse 
and his rider hath he east into the sea.' 
But the waters of Jordan, now rolling on 
in their usual channel, were yet to be ar- 
rested, and leave a path for the chosen 
people to pass over. The walls of Jericho, 
now defying attack, and appearing invul- 
nerable to human force, were yet to fall 
with a mighty crash, and yield up the 
guilty inhabitants they enclosed, to the 
swords of the invaders. Who, when con- 
templating this mighty host, guided and 
protected by the strong arm of Jehovah, 
as the instrument employed to accom- 
plish his V93t designs, could have re- 
frained, from joining in. the exclamation, 
' How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and 
thy tabernacles,. O Israel!' 

And when the mind takes a similar sur- 
vey, of a Christian country, and compares 
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it with heathen lands^ where the light 
of the gospel has not yet beamed ; when 
it contemplates die tents of the true Is* 
luel, scattered everywhere abroad> and 
like brilliant gems embellishing it, by 
shedding their benign lustre all around ; 
when it reflects on the warfare in which 
this great company is engaged, and the 
Divine purposes of which those who com- 
pose it are the objects or the instruments, 
well may we exclaim, with wonder and 
admiration, * How goodly are thy tents, 
O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel !' 
More especially^ when, contracting our 
view, we take a similar survey of a church 
of Christ — adistinct assemblage of Chris- 
tians — we may well indulge the high en- 
comium* But> alas ! when the exclama- 
tion was originally uttered, the people 
were yet on this side the promised land ; 
they were yet travellers in the wilderness ; 
and however goodly the spectacle might 
have appeared collectively, a minuter sur- 
vey of each individual tent would have 
proved that, in a spiritual sense, ' they 
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were not all Israel who were of Israel/ 
Their g^ieral history proclaims the la* 
mentable fact» that, notwithstanding their 
songs of triumph ^ notwithstanding the 
repotted occasions they bad to sing of 
mercy, as well as of judgment, they still 
remained a stiff-necked and a rebellious 
people. And, O ! had all those families, 
to whom this appellation more especially 
belonged, been swept away in a moment, 
as in the case of Dathan and Abiram, how 
thin would the ranks have appeared ! 
What desolate chasms between tent and 
tent ! verifying what was afterwards 
spoken by him who well ' knew what was 
in man ;' that * narrow is the way that 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it ;' that * many are called, but few 
are chosen.' And can we, after taking a 
closer survey of distinct Christian com- 
munities, indulge the hope that some 
gaps would not thus be made amongst 
them also, were every family to be detached 
which has only * a name to live,' or every 

c6 
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individual member of such families reject* 
ed who has not on the wedding garment? 

Yet ' how goodly are thy tents^ O Ja- 
cob !* How goodly is the dwelling of the 
true Israelite ! To outward appearance, 
many of their dwellings exhibit little to 
attract notice, or excite admiration ; for . 
they are often visibly deficient in all 
which is esteemed goodly by the world : 
nevertheless, goodly they are in the true 
sense of the word ; because each indivi-. 
dual dwelling is pitched on the very spot 
in this wilderness selected by the infinite 
wisdom of Him who fixes the bounds of 
our habitation, and who, by his superin- 
tending providence, and cheering pre- 
sence in all our wanderings, affords us 
still occasion to say, \ The lines are fallen 
to me in pleasant places ; I have a goodly 
heritage.' 

Moreover, such tents are especially 
goodly, as they are those of pilgrims 
travelling to a better country, and who 
are seeking a city that hath founda- 
tions eternal in the heavens. Here, too. 
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citizens of that promised land are nur- 
tured and disciplined for their journey- 
through this wilderness : here, and only 
here, dwell all that are estimable on earth ; 
those on whom alone the Most High can 
look with complacency; for from these 
tents only, ascends the voice of pmyer 
and of praise^ arising as sweet incense in 
the morning, and ' the lifting up of the 
hands as the evening sacrifice/ The 
store may not be ample ; the basket may 
be scantily supplied : yet that basket, and 
that store is blessed ; for ' the little that 
a righteous man hath, is more, infinitely 
more, than the treasures of many wicked.' 
Is the Christian land, the Christian 
tabernacle, the Christian tent thus good- 
ly ? Traveller, to what tribe do you be- 
long ? Which is the house of your father, 
among the thousands of Israel? Is it 
overshadowed with the Divine banner? 
Is there any accursed thing in that tent ? 
or is all within pure — is your heart right 
with God? Are peace offerings to be found 
there ? Has the blood of the great sacri- 
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ded there? and are yoa 
for the ccmsolation of 
may you be one of those 
; down judgment upon a 
Tch, or upon your father's 
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No. V. 

And when he stood among the people, he was higher 

than any of tbe people from hb shonldera and upward ; 

and all the people shoiated, and said, God sare the 

King. 

' 1 Samuel, chap, x, ver. 23, 24. 

And now, ti'aveller,do you perceive, inter- 
spersed among the passing throng, a few 
of goodly stature, so overtopping the rest 
as to attract general notice ? They have 
the superior advantage of observing the 
various movements of those around them, 
and of taking a survey of distant object^, 
in a manner far exceeding that with which 
others of middle stature are privileged; 
while the weak and the diminutive are in 
perpetual danger of being borne down by 
the crowd ; for they are incapable of dis- 
cerning any objects except such as are in 
their immediate vicinity, and would fre- 
quently find themselves unable to proceed 
at all, but for the aid of those who can 
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better discern the way, with all its vari- 
ous intricacies and lurking dangers. 

Such also is the case with human intel* 
lect : the world of mind has its various gra* 
dations, occasionally exhibiting talents of 
gigantic dimensions, capable of taking a 
wide range,and of discerning obj ects far and 
near, with comprehension and precision. 
When the people beheld Saul, who was 
ordained to be their future ruler, guide, 
and defender, they shouted with one ac- 
cord, * God save the King !* and superior 
mental endowments have a like claim on 
us for expressions of respect, confidence, 
and honour ; nor will we, fellow-traveller, 
although we may never expect to-be our- 
selves thus elevated above the multitude, 
feel reluctant at lending our feeble voices 
to the genei'al acclamation ; nor at ' ren- 
dering honour to whom honour is due ;' 
for, to these varied and illustrious talents 
it is, that we are indebted for many of 
the comforts and accommodations of our 
journey, and for many a friendly light re- 
flected on a dark and dubious path. 
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But, behold^ one of these mental pro- 
digies approaches ! Let us tarry to gaze, 
to admire, and to profit. Yet, as he has 
no exclusive pretension to exclaim, as he 
draws near, ^ I am the man ; wisdom shall 
die with me,' let our admiration be re- 
strained within sober bounds; for, be- 
hold, yonder, another, and another, each 
surrounded with his admiring crowd, who 
seem by their vociferations to have im- 
bibed the spirit of those who exclaimed, 
* I am of Paul, and I of. ApoUos :' rather 
let our homage be supremely rendered to 
the Grand Source of every excellence, 
and of every good and perfect gift. Pro- 
vidence, in mercy to mankind, dispenses 
its benefits so that they shall be furnished 
with instructors adapted to their various 
conditions and . exigencies : it behoves us 
therefore to render to each of these, in 
whatever department they move, a sober 
and temperate respect ; yet at the same 
time not forgetting, that as every man has 
his weak side, his truest friends are those 
who do not tempt him to expose it. The 
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wisest and the best of men d^e not al- 
ways proof against an excess of homage 
and adulation — against 'thinking of 
themselves more highly than they ought 
to think/ and thereby being betrayed intoa 
roughness and austerity of manner^ which 
might well authorize the question, — ^^ Tell 
us by what authority thou doest these 
things ; and who gave thee this authority ? ' 
When the people, captivated by the 
imposing appearance of Saul, hailed 
him as the sovereign of their choice, 
it certainly was not with the servile in- 
tention that themselves, or their sons, or 
their daughters, should become bakers 
and confectioners, or tl^at he should in 
the remotest degree maintain his state by 
their degradation. A dwarf is not re- 
quired to prostrate himself, to be trampled 
on by a giant. Instances might be ad*^ 
duoed, where this predominant principle 
of self-love has taken unwarrantable 
advantages of an injudicious homage: 
where exalted talents have thus suffered 
themselves to degenerate into the cha<» 
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racter of spoiled and pampered children ; 
while their troublesome and ridiculous ec« 
centiicities^ which in common characters 
would not have been tolerated^ have be- 
come real nuisances in the society they 
frequented : but great men enjoy the 
privilege of doing little things with im- 
punity* 

While we indulge a smile at these 
follies, let us, however, avail ourselves of 
those elevated talents, which were origi- 
nally bestowed, not to feed the vanity 
of individuals, but for general utility 
and extensive benefit. Men of superior 
intellect scatter their diversified gifts as 
they pass along : they repair the high 
ways, clear obstructions, direct the en- 
quiring traveller, and set right the feet 
of multitudes who are going astitty. 

* One of thia description tnroed upon a gentleman, 
who had the temerity to differ from him in opinion, with 
* Sir, I am w>t aoooatomed to be contradicted.' * True, sir/ 
replied liii opponent ; < bat probably it would have been 
better for yon, if you had.* Perhaps, had similar rebuffs 
been more frequent, this fpreat man's society would have 
been not at all less interesting or instructiTe. 
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Manifold are the evils infesting this 
wilderness; but to what extent would they 
be multiplied, were it not for the exertions 
of intellect ! intellect, the parent of science, 
the source of all that embellishes this 
desert, that renders 'crooked places 
straight, and rough places plain.' On 
you, ye men of intellect, your fellow-tra- 
vellers have imperious claims : you were 
not created prodigies, for men awhile to 
wonder at and to admire ; but your talents, 
of whatever order they may be, are a 
part of the common stock, to be appro- 
priated to general use. Have you am- 
bition ? It is somewhere to be found, that 
' He who humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted.' Well, indeed, may the wii^dom of 
this world feel humbled, when it is there 
declared also that, ' God hath chosen the 
foolish things of this world to confound 
the wise ;' that, * He hath hid from the 
wise and prudent the all-important know- 
ledge which is essential to salvation, and 
revealed it unto babes.' So that we may 
exclaim 'Where is the wise ? where is the 
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scribe?' what possess they which they 
have not received^ and to whom is the 
glory due ?* 

But who are those, towering equally 
high above the ci*owd? Their unnatural 
and unequal gait attracts more notice 
than admiration. Behold one . walking 
on tiptoe, with outstretched neck, and 
countenance . inflated with self com* 
placency ! and another mounted on stilts, 
to render himself yet more conspicuous ! 
These are the conceited and the vain, 
* who imagine themselves to be something, 
when they are nothing.' Thus they ren- 
der themselves contemptible; but even 
these shall not pass on without affording 
us an additional lesson. Let them admo- 

* Much indeed, says President Dwight, is said of oar 
intellect ; it wonld be well if more coald be said, and isaid 
with tratb, concerning oar wisdom. With all oar boasts, 
how little do we know ! How many objects are presented 
to OS erery day, of which we know nothing except their 
existence ! How many questions do even little children 
ask, which no philosopher is able to answer ! How many 
subjects of inrestigation say to every enqnirer, * Hitherto 
shalt thou come, bat no farther.' 
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nish us to be content with the sphere in 
which we are placed ; and with that por* 
tion of gifts and talents, whatever they 
may be, which the Divine Disposer knew 
to be most suitable to our station : let not 
these gifts be misapplied, but improved 
and devoted to the purposes for which 
they were designed. So shall we be more 
disposed to * seek earnestly the best gifts, 
those better gifts, that are attainable even 
by the humblest intellects. For there 
are those, who are a head and shoulders 
higher than their neighbours, not in 
natural gifts, but in spiritual graces. 
Here, it is deep sinking that exalts : before 
this sort of honour, is humility. Faith, 
in exercise, performs wonders; and 'holi* 
ness exalteth a nation.' This sort of pre- 
eminence does not oppress, but helps, 
stimulates, and guides weaker christians, 
and makes him who possesses it, not like 
Saul^ the oppressor; but like David, the 
leader of the people. 

As there are infinite gradations of in- 
tellect in this lower world, so we are as- 
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sured that the inhabitants of the world 
above are distinguished from each other 
as 'one star differeth from another star in 
glory.' But while to attain the humblest 
seat in those celestial regions, is more to 
be desired than all the accumulated 
wealth and honour this wilderness can 
afford, why do we not aspire to those 
higher dignities of which our immortal 
natures are capable: so as to be 'made 
meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light;' so as to have an abimdant entrance 
administered to us among them? Let us 
aspire 'to the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ/ while we renounce 
all glorying in the powers or gifts be- 
stowed upon us here on eartli. 
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No. VI. 

Yea the sparrow hath found an honse, and the swallow 
a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even 
' thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God, 

Psalm Ixxxit, ver. 3. 

Those happy souls, who, having finished 
their painful wanderings through this 
wilderness, have entered the promised 
land, and joined in the triumphant worship 
of the tepaple there, will exclaim, with 
unmixed feelings of joy, * How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts;' for 
in those titmquil regions enters nought that 
defileth ; neither do the inhabitants of that 
pure and equal atmosphere desire to go any 
more out, when once they have triumphant- 
ly entered * through the gates into the-city / 
But, although glorious things are 
spoken of the church on earth, the por- 
tal of the temple above ; and although 
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the Psalmist^ in the Isinguage of holy 
extasy^ could exclaim/ ' How amiable 
are thy tabernacles^ O Lord of hosts;' it 
yet bore visible marks of being the Church 
on^arM; for, lo ! the sparrow vehtureth to 
build herself a hotcse, and the swallow a 
nest around these sacred altars ! Thought- 
less creatures ! unconscious on what hal- 
lowed ground they trespassed — into 
whose sacred presence they were intru- 
ding: but not more unconscious they, not 
more thoughtless, not so presumptuous, 
as those who flit to and fro, impelled by 
interest, by custom, or by curiosity, 
equally regardless of the sanctity of the 
place, and of the majesty of Him who 
there presides. The swallow, wandering 
bird, has no settled dwelling place : driven 
by summer's heat, or winter's cold, from 
clime to clime ; an emblem of those pro- 
fessors who can neither endure the heat 
of persecution, nor the chilling blast of 
adversity,' for the cause and interest to 
which they profess to attach themselves. 
The sparrow, too, insignificant and unim- 
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portant creature! has chosen these sacred 
altars around which to build her nest, and 
rear her progeny; resembling those giddy 
triflers who frequent the house of God, and 
profane his holy courts by bringing there 
the hay, and straw, and stubble of their 
own vain and worldly imaginations. Here 
they hatch, and brood, and twitter; pon- 
dering over all their earthly plans and 
projects ; while,like incense from the altar, 
the prayers of the saints ascend conti- 
nually around them. O, traveller! may 
you never thus presume to profane these 
sacred courts, these heavenly resting 
places, reared for solace and refreshment 
in your toilsome pilgrimage! May every 
such trespass be checked, by recollecting 
the presence of Him who once drove out 
the buyers and sellers from the temple. 
Already hear you not his voice, saying to 
these busy intruders, ' Take these things 
hence ^? 

Turn then the words into a humiliating 
confession to him who claims your services 
in body, soul, and spirit : complain to him. 
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of these flitting vi^itors^ these trifling 
intruders into the temple of your heart ; 
these unholy disturbers of the worship 
which should take place there: implore 
him, though it were even with a scourge, 
to drive them far away from these sacred 
pl$ices and s^red hours, which ought to 
be occupied with the great sacrifice, 
whiledevout prayer, as acceptable incense, 
arises towards heaven. 

Insignificant as is the twittering spai^ 
row, it is not deemed unworthy of divine 
regard : it cannot fall to the ground with- 
out our heavenly Father's knowledge. 
Let us improve the hint grounded upon it, 
of God's greater regard to the humblest of 
his children, which warrants them to claim 
for their souls the help and blessings that 
are needed in their spiritual journey, and 
the food which his altar alone can fur- 
nish, even that Lamb of God, whose flesh 
is meat indeed. 

Improve the hint, devout parents, to 
bring all your nestlings to join you in 
humble worship : where the sparrow may 

D 
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lawfully come, there may your little ones 
be found, and be welcomed by him, who 
has said, * Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not ; for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven/ 

' The sparrow hath made a nest where 
she may lay her young, eren thine altars, 
O Lord of Hosts.' So> many families, 
brought through custom to the temple, 
and reared as it were round the altar, yet 
are never informed, by their parents of 
the holy purposes for which it was reared. 
O ! you who are chargeable with this most 
unnatural of all criminal neglects, wonder 
not if, when your nestlings are fledged 
and take the wing, they should speed 
their flight into the wilderness, make 
their lodgment in the dark foliage of the 
forest, and return to you again no more* 

Rather, traveller, may you, and the 
children that Qod hath given you, unite 
with the multitude that keep a holy day, 
and surround these altars with the voice 
of joy and praise! 
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No. VII. 

And EpfaroD auwerad Abrnhun, tayiog unto hifp, Mjr 
Lord, hearken nnto me : the land is worth four hundred 
shekels of silyer : what is that betwixt me and theel 
Bar J therefore thy dead . And Abraham hearkened onto. 
Ephron ; and Abraham weighed onto Ephron the silver, 
which he bad named in the audience of the sons of H^tb, 
four hundred shekels of silver, carrent money with the 
merchant. 

Genesis, chap, xxiii, ver. 16, 16. 

Well would it be for the peace, of man- 
kind, did this current money with the 
merchant create no other contention than 
sttch as is recorded in this transaction, 
between Abraham and Ephron the Hittite :. 
but the selfish principle, ever active and 
predominating, and ready for the occasion, 
renders such instc^ces of disinterested 
firiendship compai'atively rare.^ The love 
of money is pronounced by the^inspired 
penman to be the root of all evil ; and the 

D 2 
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experience of mankind, in every succeed- 
ing age, has but too well confirmed the 
assertion j proving that those who will be 
rich, not only pierce themselves througii 
with many sorrows, but, as much as in 
them lies, those also whom they concejve 
to be obstacles, or who are at all opposed 
to their covetous pui*suits. 

Traveller, how stand you affected to- 
wards this current money ? You need n9t 
be so encumbered with it, as that it shalL 
impede your journey, while many around 
you have not a sufficiency to defray their 
expenses on the road : on the contraiy, 
should yout own supply be scanty and 
precarious, look up to him ivho loves to 
be trusted, and who will assure41y fur- 
nish a table for you in the wilderness, al- 
though it may not be entirely such a one 
as you would provide for yourself. He 
has promised that your bread shall be 
given, and your water shall be sure ; 
though aa jrfet the flinty rock frowns upon 
you, zxiA the desert is parched and barren 
all aroimd. 



THE ITINERARY. 53 

But who is this, with rueful face and 
tattered garb, that comes so deeply laden 
with the precious ore ? It is not current 
money with the merchant; for it never 
circulates. Let us pass on, nor hope, 
either by example, persuasion, or reproof, 
to extirpate avarice from a miser's heart : 
unless arrested by a power divine, he will 
still accumulate as he goes, till the hand of 
death arrests him, and he is compelled to 
quit his grasp for ever. 

In what different estimation is this 
precious metal held by the various classes 
of mankind ! Some lavish it in all direc- 
tions, according to their humours, their 
^petites, or caprices; imagining that 
' to-morrow shall be as this day, and much 
more abundant,' till * their poverty cometh 
like an armed man;' while others affect to 
despise it, and would claim the praise 
of nobleness of spirit, by seeming regard- 
less of what many seek so eagerly. But 
the man of wealth, when actuated by cor- 
rect principles, sustains a rank and influ- 
ence in society essentially beneficial to 
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its interests: such characters impart a 
dignity and importance to wealth, of 
which the narrow-minded and the preju- 
diced in vain attempt to deprive it : while 
its possessors, having chosen the perfect 
way, aim to walk wisely in it (which is 
more than can be said of every one who 
does walk in that way) ; they guide their 
affairs with discretion ; and while dealing 
out their bread to the hungry, and 
'giving good measure, heaped up, and 
ininning over,' yet do not scruple strictly 
to apportion what they dispense to the 
exigencies of the case. The conduct 
adopted by David for the holy services 
was, that he dealt out silver for things of 
silver, and gold for things of gold ; and 
those by measure and by weight. It has 
been the misfortune of some men (and 
V^ety good men too), from the want of a 
comprehensive view of things, to be less 
provident for their own houses than is 
required by the plain command of him 
who honoured them with houses for 
which to provide. When this error origi- 
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nates in a mistaken benevolence, it would 
indeed be a high breach of Christian cha- 
rity to brand them with the epithet 
which in any other case such conduct 
strictly merits; we must not say of such 
men> that they are ' worse than infidels ;' but 
truly they are very ill-judging christians. 
This conduct is founded on a reliance that 
Providence will provide for their needy 
families; and they doubtless have the pro- 
mise that it will do so : but in what manner, 
according to its usual operations, does it 
provide, but by leaving them in their 
turn to become dependent and burden- 
some on others? — an expectation, and a 
hope, evidently at variance with their own 
principle,' that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive/ Thus they injudiciously 
(not to say unkindly) deprive their fami- 
lies of a privilege held in such high esti- 
mation by themselves. So are mankind 
ever verging to extremes ; any path seems 
preferable to that middle way marked out 
for us by true wisdom. 

Will the period ever arrive when this 
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current money with the merchant dkall 
circulate in an equal direction, and an- 
swer those purposes, and those alonie, for 
which so convenient a vehicle was origi- 
nally intended? But into whatever chan* 
nels we may choose to direct it ; whether 
to dispense it according to the pure and 
wise dictates of christian benevolence^ 
or to devote it to sensual gratifications, 
or to arrest it in its course, and doom it 
to perpetual imprisonment in the miser'^ 
coffer ; there is a day coming, when a strict 
account will be required of the purposes 
to which it has been devoted, the real es*- 
timation in which it was held, and the 
secret motives which influenced our con- 
duct respecting it. To endeavour there- 
fore to impress our own minds with ita 
intrinsic worth, and the designs of pro- 
vidence in intrusting us with any portion 
of it, would be the most effectual mode 
of regulating its distribution ; and thus 
prepare us for that day, when we shall be 
required to render up an account of our 
stewardship. . . 
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Much of what is intrinsically good» 
much of what is indispensable to our 
comfort in this wilderness^ be our wishes 
ever so moderate and circumscribed, this 
current money is able to procure ; al- 
though, much that is infinitely more de- 
sirable, even in the estimation of worldly 
men, it cannot purchase : christian pru- 
dence (the only prudence that is of any 
value) will neither withhold more than is 
meet, nor be needlessly lavish, as though 
profusion were a virtue on which we ex- 
pected Providence would smile. It is not 
the less true, although the sentiment of a 
confirmed miser, * that farthings are the 
seed of guineas :' why, therefore, should 
farthings be despised, or needlessly squan- 
dered ? yet, there are those, (and in the 
diristian world too,) who deem attention 
to small sums beneath their high voca- 
tion. Woe to that tent where this error 
has infected the heads of it ; the evil is 
then incalculable. How often must the five 
baskets, and the twelve baskets of firag- 
ments be brought to notice, ere these 

d6 
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erf oneoiis views are eradicated from among 
those who rank themselves with the pru- 
dent and the discreet ? How often, espe«^ 
cially, must persons of moderate means 
be reniinded that they must be watchful 
of their fragments, or they cannot practise 
the virtue of economy at all i Even the 
real christian ranks himself as such at 
too high a rate, when he imagines that 
these imperious duties would degrade hn 
chaiticter; and so feels disposed to und^* 
value those fragments over which his Di- 
vine Master watched with such scrupulous 
care. He seemed to take it for granted, 
that the disciples had paid the jcircum*^ 
stance more than a cursory attention, by 
his requiring of them an exact account 
of the fragments so preserved at two dif- 
ferent seasons. It is probable, the r^y 
of some high-flown professors of the pre- 
sent day would have been, to such an 
interrogation, * I did not notice^ or * 1 
really forget.' 

Here is one consideration, of which 
those should be reminded, who would 
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maintain a consistent character for bene- 
Yoleuce ; which is, that if they are really 
as indifferent towards sums small or great 
as they pro&ss to be, they are in an equal 
proportion giving of that which costs 
them nothing. We may bestow our coat 
on him who has asked our cloak, and 
yet have added nothing to our christian 
stature, if neither cloak nor coat wei*e at 
all valued by us. So also, we may pride 
ourselves on the very current coin of 
condescension; not sufficiently aware, 
that of all the virtues, this is one of the 
le^st costly ; for there is a certain feeling 
in human nature, which renders it much 
easier to stoop than to bow. Nei* 
tfaer will it do, to carry a purse in one 
hand to relieve the necessitous, and a 
scourge in the other, to chastise those 
who may not in these respects perfectly 
€U^coid with the standard we have adopted : 
f<»r, * although we give all our goods to 
feed the poor, and our bodies to be burn- 
ed, if we have not charity, it availeth 
nothing.' That there is such a spirit, or 
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at least has been, is evident, from this 
admonition of the apostle. Wherever 
it is found, it will vainly watch the rip- 
pling waters for its expected reward : the 
bread returns not again — no, not after 
many days ! Surely the human 'heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked. Traveller, be it your habitual care 
and mine, to 'walk circumspectly in all 
things ; not as fools, but as wise.' 

But in our musings on this current 
coin, have we not forgotten the solemn 
event which gave birth to them ? No, we 
have not forgotten it ; but as it is the 
termination of our own actions and travels 
in the wilderness, so, as being infinitely 
the more interesting subject, shall it con- 
clude our present meditation. 

And what, fellow-traveller, will be the 
last purchase which this current money 
of the merchant will make, on your ac- 
count and on mine ? Even a winding sheet, 
and a coffin! and a few feet of earth, 
with perhaps a white stone recording the 
day — the -eventful day, on which our 
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wanderings in this wilderness finally con- 
cluded, and the portion of years that has 
been allotted us for our sojourn in it for 
ever terminated ! 

* Ye living men, oome view the gromid. 
Where joa mast shortly lie.' 

And although we know not the letter^ 
or the figures that shall be inscribed on 
that white stone, they are already written 
in the book of the Divine decrees, and 
are waiting, thence to be transcribed. 
Ah ! traveller, beyond that day we can- 
not pass. Is the tree now waving in the 
forest, of which our narrow house is to 
be constructed ? And where are the feet 
which are to bear us away ? Are they yet 
young and tender, and unequal to the 
burden? — or do they even now stand 
before the door? We cannot tell ; and be- 
cause we cannot tell, let our loins be 
girded, and our lamps burning. This is 
an exigency, for which, above all other 
things, it behoves us to provide without 
delay. 

But ere we arrive at the end of our 
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coarse^ it not unfrequently falls to our lot 
to have those first summoned away, with 
whom we had long travelled, who had 
shared with us our hopes and our fears, 
our joys and our Borrows ; who had be- 
guiled the tedious way ; and, by a thou- 
sand well remembered attentions, lightened 
our burden : and now to lose this sup- 
port, and at a time too when it is more 
than ever needed, seems almost too heavy 
a stroke for our declining strength to 
bear. But the time is come when Abra- 
ham must 'bury his dead out of his sight.' 
He -had left his father's house and the 
land of his nativity ; he had quitted the 
Philistines' land after sojourning there 
many days ; and he separated from Lot, 
his near kinsman : but in all these vicissi- 
tudes his beloved Sarah was still by his 
side. Now, alas ! he must pursue the 
remainder of his journey alone ; or substi^ 
tute aKeturah to supply the place of long 
tried attachment. When such breaches 
are made, the last enemy has nearly 
completed his work. Lonely traveller! 
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fit fe«<r mcore weary steps ; and if you have 
liad a portion of Abraham's faith — have 
l^een a fbllowerr of them who now inhait 
the promises — "you shall be carried by 
the angels to Abraham's bosom> and par* 
tieipate in his glorious reward. 

As we brought nothing into this world 
with us, and as it is certain we can cany 
nothing out, it behoves us to employ well 
this current money ; for riches profit not 
in the day of wrath : let us then make 
fnends with this mammon, that we may 
at last ' be joyfully received into everlast- 
ing habitations/ 

But after making the best use of earthly 
treasures, we have necessities to which 
they cannot rieach. Divine mercy has pro- 
vided for this, and ' redeems not with sil- 
ver and gold ; but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot/ Abraham's current 
money sufficed only to supply his tem- 
poi:al wants, and to provide for the body : 
this price, ' all price beyond,' secures the 
safety, the happiness of the immortal soul. 
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Yet in labouring and storing up with 
a yiew to the souFs benefit^ many grossly 
mistake ; expecting to gain salvation by 
their own works and righteousness, rather 
than by the Saviour's blood alone : such 
will eventually discover that, • when 
Weighed in the balance, this, if found 
wanting in a transaction so infinitely im- 
portant, whatever else they proffer, will 
' not be found current money with the 
merchant. 
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No. VIII. 

I know whoml'haye believed, and am pennaded that 
he is fible to keep that which I have committed imto 
him against that day. 

2 Timothy, chap, i, ver. 12. 

Travellers in the wilderness frequently 
carry with them valuable treasures^ and 
may well fear the Arabian in the desert 
who lieth in wait. Robbers so abound as 
to render an escort indispensable; and 
among such escorts there is generally a 
principle of faithfulness, which insui*es 
their attachment, so that a traveller may 
cheierfuUy commit himself and his trea- 
sures to the custody of those who will 
guarantee his safety at all personal ha- 
zard's. 

Notwithstanding all these precautions, 
an attack may be expected ; but the tra- 
veller's confidence in the integrity and 
honour of his guide keeps him tranquil : 
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at every step enemies abound; but he 
knows whom he has trusted, and he de- 
pends on that courage which will not be 
lacking, and on that faithfulness which, in 
the time of need, will not fail. 

It may happen, indeed, that guides, the 
most faithful, may miss the way; or sol- 
diers, the most valiant, may be overcome 
by superior force: there will, therefore, 
naturally mingle some fear with our con- 
fidence ; some anxiety, notwithstanding 
all our precautions. 

It is the Christian's lot to travel thus 
richly laden, and among enemies the most 
potent ; but it is his peculiar privilege to 
be under the protection of one who de- 
mands his unlimited confidence : as there 
can be no lack of inclination, of faithful- 
ness, or of power, he may pursue his way 
undaunted, in the face of all dangers, and 
say, ' I know whom I have believed/ 

Ah ! what valuable jewels,-what bound- 
less riches, has the Christian to secure ! 
A world, a universe, compared with them, 
is as the small dust in the balance. What 
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can be named that a man shall erive in 
„ck»g. fa d»„ 1 or ,Ut .Xi^ce. 
are too costly^ or what exertions too 
dtrenuous to ensure their safety ? What 
a stimulus to arouse all his energies amid 
the toils and perils of the way; to look to 
the endof the journey with an humble con- 
fidence^ that what has been committed to 
divine keeping shall one day be produced 
unimpaired, uninjured, never to be im- 
paired or endangered more ! 

Yet, when Satan comes * as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour,' the 
Christian is apt to say, ' I shall this day 
fall by my enemy/ He finds that he has 
to wrestle with principalities and powers, 
and the rulers of the darkness of this 
world. He is no Sampson, and would 
make but feeble fight if left to his own 
prowess, or his own resolution. 

With great propriety, therefore, he ac- 
cepts the proffered assistance of the Cap- 
tain of our salvation — one who is mighty 
to save — the leader of the hosts of the 
Lord — who has overcome, who has car- 
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lied his captivity captive, and who must 
reign till he hath subdued all enemies 
under his feet. 

The very essence of religion, therefore, 
is a committing of the soul with all its 
immortal interests into his hands. This, 
at the commencement of his pilgrimage, 
the Christian traveller does ; and also 
in every stage of his journey, and on eve- 
ry especial occasion, finding the name of 
' the Lord to be a strong tower, he run- 
neth to it, and is safe.' 

The spiritual pilgrim, when he recol- 
lects to whom he has committed these his 
dearest interests, may travel on courage- 
ously, knowing that his treasure is safe. 
Whether he surveys him on Calvai^ be- 
low, or on Mount Zion above; whether 
he contenaplates his spotless humanity, 
or his divine dignity, with the greatest 
propriety he may exultingly shout, ' I 
know whom I have believed.' 

These invaluable treasures are also com- 
mitted into the hands of an experienced 
guide, one who is well acquainted with 
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the way, and who has himself encountered 
all theperils of this wilderness. The enemy 
attacked him when there alone; but found 
notljiing. in him by which he could work 
with one single temptation : he knows, 
therefore, how to succour them that are 
tempted, and can always find a way for 
their escape. When their spirit is over- 
whelmed within them, he knoweth their 
path, he is acquainted with all their wan- 
derings, and will ' lead them by a way 
they know not, to a city of habitation.' 
. While travelling toward that better 
country through this desert land, the ac- 
commodations of the way are wisely and 
kindly superintended by our divine guide 
and conductor ; and, when the traveller 
ventures all his immortal interests in his 
hands, well may he surrender to the same 
keeping his lesser concerns, nor be anxi- 
9US respecting food or raiment, health or 
comforts of any kind ; for he knoweth that 
we have need of all these things — * He 
who hath given us his Son, will he not 
f^lsp with him freely give us all things V 
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And with respect to those who are dear 
to us as our own souls, whose welfare we 
ardently desire in this waste howling wil- 
derness, that we may see their good, and 
rejoice with them; or for whose future 
welfare when our pilgrimage is over, we 
feel anxious ; let nature and friendship re- 
joice in thieir behalf, and rest on the blessed 
promises that are so abuudantly given for 
our support. So may the widow and the 
orphan be left in those hands which are 
engaged to keep them alive. We know 
in whom in all these respects we have 
believed, and that he is fully able to keep 
that which we have so committed to him. 
Especial seasons will often arise, in which 
we shall peculiarly need this help — when 
we shall rejoice to recollect in whom we 
have formerly believed : many an occasion 
will occur which will call us to celebrate 
this faithfulness, and which will serve to 
assure us that, of a truth, he is still able 
to keep that which we have heretofore 
committed to him. 

But it is against that day that our pre- 



THE ITINERABY. 71 

cautions aretaken^ and his care especially 
sought after ; and that day will eminently 
show that he was able to keep all that we 
committed to him. How great will be the 
exultation^ when on that day we find our 
souls safe and secure — pardoned, per- 
fected, and placed \n heaven! — when, 
however inexplicable our former wander- 
ings may have appeared, we find all ex- 
plained and cleared up to our perfect sa- 
tisfaction. An^ if, too, we should then 
behold £hose most dear to us, and for 
whom we have so often pleaded while in 
this vale of tears, assembled together at 
fais right hand ; then shall we with devout 
extasy confess, how able he was to keep 
all that we committed to him against 
that day. 

And the worldling possesses a treasure 
also, on which he sets a higher value than 
on his immortal soul : but, whatever may 
be its intrinsic worth, to whom can he 

4 

commit it to ensure its security against 
any future day, or indeed for the shortest 
period? Like the Christian, he finds 
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himself utterly unable to defend his trea- 
sure ; he perceives enemies of every de- 
scription, and at every turn, way-laying 
his path : but in whom shall, he repose 
unlimited confidence, when daily exper 
rience admonishes him to ' cease from 
man whose breath is in his nostrils?' Dis- 
regarding this faithful monitor, he clearly 
evinces that he knows not in whom he 
has believed, and has yet to learn the fal- 
lacy of all his sanguine hopes and expec- 
tations. Against ^^^ day / Ah! on that 
eventful day, what of all that he so highly 
prized, does he expect to find ? Those 
things which he valued most shall be as 
stubble, when the firmament itself shall 
melt with fervent heat. The reluctant 
soul must now re-unite with a body which 
has been the instrument of its destruction. 
Sorrowful. was once the parting; but how 
much . more sorrowful the meeting ; for 
both must now be banished from the pyer 
sence of Him, who; will present millions 
of immortal spirits to his Father, ' without 
spot or wrinkle-, or any such thing.* O ! 
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worldly traveller, for a moment arrest your- 
self in your eager course, and reflect on 
whom you are believing ; and lay your ac- 
count for the events, the awful events 
of that coming, that final day. 



£ 
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No. IX. 

I haye been young, and now am old. 

PsALH xxzTii, ver. 25. 

This sentence is well calculated to im- 
press the mind with some of the most 
solemn and momentous thoughts that 
can occupy it on this side the grave. It 
is a subject in which both youth and age 
are equally interested^ as its tendency is^ 
as well to check the impetuosity and re- 
gulate the future course of the one through 
this wilderness worlds as to correct and 
amend the short residue of the other. 
Especially, youthful traveller, be ad- 
monished to suspend, at least for a 
moment, your eager pursuits, to contem- 
plate those hoary heads and those de- 
crepid forms, and to be instructed ; nor 
seem as if you esteemed them as the dregs 
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iltnd refxLse of our nature ; done with, and 
fit for nought but to be now thrown aside 
as utterly useless. Ah ! for your own 
sake, deal not thus with them ; rather 
gather up these fragments of humanity, 
cherishing them while yet they may be 
preserved, ' that nothing be lost/ 

' Thou shalt rise up before the hoary 
head, for it is a crown of glory, when 
found in the way of righteousness ;' and 
even when unhappily this is not the case, 
there is no provision made in the divine 
command, whereby you can be released 
from, these claims, nor can any circum- 
stances absolve you from your obligation 
to respect the hoary head as such, al- 
though you are compelled to withhold 
that respect from thd. individual character. 

The progress of society, in knowledge, 
in refinement, in active benevolence, and 
we would hope also in personal piety, is a 
pleasing characteristic of the present age ; 
and whenever this amiable temper is su- 
peradded, it embellishes the character in 
a high degree; for certainly those who 

£2 
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have arrived at the further confines of 
this wilderness^ need not that their path 
should be rendered more difiicidt and 
rugged by slight and unkindness^ when 
it is generally made sufficiently so by 
feebleness and infirmity. The genuine* 
ness of that benevolence may fairly be 
questioned, which does not extend to the 
aged, because they are aged ; as well as 
to the poor, because they are poor: for age 
has claims of its own, quite independent 
of adventitious circumstances, and makes 
its imperious demands on the persons of 
the rich as well as of the poor, who every 
succeeding day approach nearer to a 
level. 

The aged poor ! Ah ! that is a pite6us 
spectacle : but are there not some of the 
number who became poor by their own 
prodigality and improvidence ? Here, 
youthful traveller, you are furnished with 
another impressive lesson : we hope you 
are ready and willing, according to your 
ability, to alleviate the wants, and supply 
the necessities of these claimants on your 
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compassion. 'But you naturally wish^ when 
you shall yourself have arrived at that ad- 
vanced stage of your journey, to be in aeon* 
dition that shall render you independent 
of such gratuitous services, and to be am- 
ply famished with resources of your own : 
embrace, then, your present opportunities, 
and provide, by all lawful means within 
your power, for this time of extreme need. 
So says worldly wisdom ; and so saying, 
it administers sober counsel: while that 
wifidom which is from above, has an in- 
finitely higher aim ; for after all, what a 
forlorn being is he, who has made this the 
primary object of his life ! Those bags 
and those treasures, thus accumulated, 
are of no further value, beyond the con- 
fines of this wilderness ; he will soon be- 
come an inhabitant of a countiy where 
they cannot purchase him one drop of 
water to cool his tongue. O ! traveller^ 
' remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth, before the evil days come, 
and the years draw nigh, in which you 
shall say, you have no pleasure in them/ 
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Whateveryour earthly treasures are/count 
them but as dross, that you may win Christ, 
and be found in him :' then shall you be 
well providedfor, though poorin this world; 
for Christ's poor are * rich in faith, and 
heirs of a kingdom ;' rich for both worlds, 
with * durable riches and righteousnesis^' 

Aged trareller, if hitherto this has not 
been your grand concern, surely it is now 
high time to take a serious retrospect of 
your past joumeyings : yet, weref yom: eye 
less dim than it is, it could no longer ef«- 
fectually penetrate yonder blue distance 
behind y6u> whete lie hid the s6enes of 
former activity ; and where, perhaps, 
many a fond hope sprang up, was nur-* 
tured and cherished, and withered ere 
msitured : where you revelled in many a 
delight, or groaned under many a disap- 
pointment. Yes, once you were young ; 
once it was the seed-^ime of your future 
chairacter, and in some degree of your fu- 
ture lot. What seeds were then sown ? 
Did parental culture perform its part? or 
were you destitute of those inestimable 
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adyantagdfi ? But» iniiether your oppor- 
tonilies were few <x many, were such as 
you were favoured with, duly improyed 
to the ends for which they werehestowed ; 
or is there reason to re^et the waste and 
neglect of them, now that they can neither 
be replaced nor recalled ? 

And what, too, are the emotions pro* 
duced now in your hosom, respecting the 
memory of some of those with whom, 
when young, you conversed and acted, 
especially your near kindred, and tiie 
members of your family ? Their failings 
and infirmities, which then, perhaps, ap- 
peared so prominent in your eye, now 
fade and grow indistinct; and are no 
more noticed than are the weeds that 
may be included in a fair landscape: 
while their virtues and amiable qualities, 
then in little esteem, spring up afresh to 
the imagination, and exhibit a beauty, 
and shed a balmy fragrance all around. 
Ah ! the flowers you are now so liberally 
planting on their graves, had better have 
l^n strewed in their path ! 
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But, tmvellery you have no time to 
«pare for useless regrets : the dead cannot 
be recalled ; neither can the false steps 
you may have taken be retrodden, nor 
lost opportunities regained : ^xperi^ocei 
dearly purchased experience, may, and 
frequently does, alter the views, and thus 
operates to the removal of injurious pre« 
judices, and ultimatdy to the improve^ 
ment of principles ; but if, aged traveller^ 
it has not by this time, in Bome degree^ 
produced iihese salutary effects on your 
mind and character, you have hitherto 
toiled throi:^h this wilderness to little 
purpose, and have an arduous task before . 
you. May you recover strength to per- 
form it ere * you go hence, and are no 
more ^een/ 

If any of your present trials may be 
traced to early misconduct as their na- 
tural cause, the evil of sin and the super* 
intending hand of Providence becomes 
strikingly apparent. * Thus saith the 
Lord, The days shall come, when I will 
visit you vnth the rod of chastisement,^ 



THE ITINERARY. 81 

was a message repeatedly sounded in the 
ears of a rebellious nation : but indivi- 
duals are ever prone to forget^ that over 
their own heads the same threatening 
hangs suspended; A^yertheless they ul- 
timately find it punctually executed, 
however long delayed and disregarded. 
It awaits them on the road at the precise 
point decreed by Infinite Wisdom, and 
brought about by Infinite Power. Their 
sins go before them like outriders, clear- 
ing the road of all that would hinder or 
impede, and preparing the very spot 
where they shall be arrested in their ini- 
quitous career. This is applicable to the 
saint, in a great measure, as well as to 
the sinner ; for although their God does 
not willingly afllict the children of his 
people, yet as they also * forsake his law, 
and break his commandments,' he will not 
fail to vis\t even their iniquities with the 
rod, and their ti*ansgression with stiipes.' 
Traveller, should you now be under the 
rod of affliction, it behoves you seriously 
to enquire, in what instances you have 
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transgressed, and wherefore you are thus 
contended with. Are you one of those 
who have been furnished for your journey 
with every accommodation this wilderness 
affords, according to the sphere in which 
you moved ; sheltered by competence from 
the pitiless tempest, which you have so 
often witnessed beating on the head of 
others? Then ask, in those times of 
need, have you stretched out the hand to 
their aid ; or have you moved on uncon* 
cemed, leaving them to pursue their 
dreaiy course as they could? Say not 
your earthly goods were your own, to do 
with them as you pleased ; for you are 
now made to feel that they were not your 
own, but may be either taken away, or 
your enjoyment of them embittered, as 
the Sovereign Disposer sees best. If, on 
the contrary, you can adopt the language 
of righteous Job, uttered on a similar oc< 
casion, it is well; for of whatever descrip- 
tion your trials may be, how great is your 
advantage over those who, like yourself, 
are on the eve of departure from this wil- 
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dem^Sy Tvliere they hav^ so long travelled 
to no beneficial purpose ! What an ap- 
palling change will shortly tike place in 
their condition : moving at once from the 
costly mansion, or the compact dwelling, 
to the dark and silent grave, where there 
is nothing, at the very best, beyond the 
sculptured monument reared over their 
cinimbling bones — its only ^nbellish'* 
ment the emblems of mortality, telUng 
the sad tale of who once they were, and 
what now they are ! What a desolate 
prospect has the aged worldling : no 
cheering hope for either world ; his 
journey through this wilderness hear its 
termination ; each swelling wave of the 
river, on which he must shortly embark, 
threatening to bear him away to a coun- 
try unknown ! Ah ! decrepid traveller, 
if those dashing waves appal you, if the 
thought of that unknown land makes 
you tremble, ' and linger on the brink, 
and fear to launch away,' yet even at 
this, the eleventh hour, there is hope : 
let, therefore, the time past suffice for 
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« 

the course you have pursued ; and now, 
-even now, * flee for refuge to the hope set 
before you/ 

Or are you one of those on whom the 
original curse has been literally fulfilled >; 
:ever doomed to toil and eat your scanty 
morsel in the sweat of your brow ? and do 
you therefore infer that no account at all 
will be required at your hands? How 
:stand you affected towards this wilderness, 
fiuch as you have found it to be ? Are you 
quite willing to depart from it ; not merely 
because you would escape its troubles, 
but from a well-grounded hope of being 
with Christ, which you know to be far 
better than any thing this world affords, 
even at its best estate? From ^ retro**- 
spect of your past life and christian expe^- 
rience, can you say, with humbleness of 
mind and with thankfulness, ' I have 
fought the good fight, i have finished my 
course; henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of glory, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day/ 
If indeed this should be your happy case. 
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then be of good cheer ; but a few more 
weary ateps, and all tears shall be wiped 
from your eyes^ and 'the days of your 
mourning shall be ended.' And * while 
you remain, although of gold and silver 
you may have none» either to give or to 
bequeath, you can still continue to dis- 
pense, from the treasures of past experi- 
ence, those lessons of true wisdom for the 
benefit of the young, which are better 
than all riches. Remind them that, though 
once young like themselves, you are now 
grey-headed and infirm: invite them to 
^^nsider the contrast: let them survey 
your earthly tenement, visibly decaying 
and crumbling to ruin, such as their own 
must become, unless a premature and 
unexpected gust should assail it, and up- 
tear it from the foundation. Happy you, 
if, yourself like a shock of com ready to 
be housed, a few of the ripe ears should 
be gleaned by the younger around you, to 
allure them to seek the same grace ; to con- 
vince them that 'blessed are the righte- 
ous, for it is well with them.' It is the 
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godly, the pious, the growing christiaii, 
who can with a glow of thankfulness say, 
'I have been young, and now am old/ 
It will bring many a sweet recollection of 
that divine mercy which hath led them so 
many years through the vicissitudes of 
this wilderness; of that divine grace 
which has favoured them during the jour- 
ney, with many an instance of pardon, 
forbearance, and renewed love. 

Let the aged pilgrim abound, then, in 
these thankful recollections while he ihay ; 
for in the future world it can no longer be 
said * I now am old/ There all is perpe* 
tual youth, or i*ath^ perpetual manhood, 
through the countless ages of eternity. 
There the eyes shall not be dim, nor the 
natural force abated; 'being made like to 
his glorious body/ all shall be perfect, 
continuous, and * shall never fiuie away/ 
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. No. X. 

Whither hare ye made a road to day? 

1 Samvel, chap, xxvii, rer. 10. 

TRAVBLLEB^now the twilight is casting 
its sombre mantle over the busy scenes in 
which you have' this day been engaged, 
thus affording you leisure for reflection, it 
may not be amiss to repose awhile, take a 
retrospect of the road you have passed, 
and examine the store you have there col* 
lected; of what description it is, and 
whether it has a fair promise of repaying 
you for the pains bestowed in its accumu- 
lation. 

Has it indeed been one of those tran- 
quil days, with which> by an indulgent 
proyidence, travellers even in this wilder- 
ness are sometimes indulged, to recruit 
'the spirits which would otherwise fail 
before him, and the souls which he hath 
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made V Hare you alighted on a .verdant 
spot^ beneath a cloudless sky, with no 
enemy near to assail your peace or inter- 
rupt your enjoyment? This was a spe- 
cial season, a golden opportimity, to be 
seized with avidity, and not wasted in in- 
dolence : a cloudless sky affords no excuse 
for 'standing all the day idle;' and if the 
path has been thus pleasant and even, 
have you chosen to walk in it; or have 
you given the preference to that which 
was circuitous and indirect? This un-^ 
happy propensity habitually influences 
some tempers, even in their most common 
concerns; they seek after windings and 
intricacies, and mysterious ways, in all 
their movements : disdaining to let their 
eyes look straight on, they become en- 
tangled in mazes and labyrinths ; thus, in-^ 
stead of making any progress, they fre- 
quently find themselves, but arrived at 
the very spot from whence they first 
started, if not some paces behind it. 

By that lengthened countenance and 
deep-drawn sigh, we may conjecture that 
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tkis has uot been a tranquil day« Was it 
imbittered by altercations, strifes, de* 
bates, and mutual criminations? But 
Imus the blame been all on your neigh* 
bourns side; the injury entirely on your 
own? Perhaps the path you chose was 
tea narrow for two to walk in, unless they 
were perfectly agreed. Were you hot aware 
of the intricacies of that wood, and the 
roughnesses of that heathy ground, which 
must naturally occasion uneasy contact? 
Why did you not pass by it and turn 
away? It is an insufficient excuse to 
plead, that you were urged on to that 
conrse ; for wisdom commands us to cut 
off occasion from them that seek occasion; 
To gain our point and lose our temper, is 
unprofitable traffic: let us be especially 
watchful of those seasons when we are in 
danger of losing both, 

H^re is one traveller with a gayer coun- 
tenance, indicating the acquirement of 
gain. I do not ask the amount, whether 
it was thkty, sixty, or an hundred fold : 
there is One who is perfectly acqufdnted 
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with it, and it will be fairly registered 
above. May it not be ranked with that 
gain, which eats into onr peace as doth 
a canker ! 

. But the most important qi^estion of all 
is, not what advantages you have gained, 
or what you have lost, in your secular 
affairs, or what road you have taken in 
the pursuit of worldly objects; but 
whither have you made a road to-d^j in 
your spiritual progress ? Do you enquire 
what visible improvement can be expected 
in a single day, more than can be dis-^ 
cemed in the features of your face from 
the operation of time, in so short a period? 
The reply is ready : if you are but one day 
nearer the end of your race, should you 
not be tha:t one day at least better prepared 
for its final issue ? Let this consideration 
stimulate to an habitual scrutiny into the 
actions, words, and thoughts of every 
single day. The thoughts, those multi- 
tudinous and busy roamers, should be ever 
thus interrogated, ere we dose our eyes in 
sleep ; for by them we may discover our 
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own character^ with an accuracy and pre* 
cision unattainable by our most intimate 
friends. And when first these ragiants 
were emancipated from the bands of sleep* 
and reason offered to resume her reign,; 
were these daydreams invited and retain- 
ed ? Where were the thoughts suffered to 
speed their flight? Bid they take the wings 
of the morning, that they might fly to the 
uttermost patt of this earth ; or/ like the 
tark, did they soar to the skies, and war- 
ble their song of praise to the Creator, and 
beyond the birds' flight to the Redeemer ? 

' Bleas, O m j soul, the living God, 
Call in thy thoughts that roam ahioad.** 

But whither hare the affections made a 
road to day ? There were many wide dis- 
tricts abounding with mercies ; and, sure-* 
ly some view of present good, that might 
have excited gratitude, notwithstanding 
the weeds and barren tracks that obtrude : 
especially are there no covenant blessings 
stored up beyond what the eye can see ? 
The christian traveller contemplates, with 
the eye of faith, the flowing river, and 
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the verdant groves on its bank ; the lus- 
cious fruit, and the interminable pros- 
pect ; and finds it well adapted to stay 
the vagrant imagination, and to rouse the 
spiritual affections, fixing them upon those 
things ' that cannot be moved/ 

But when our sun is finally setting, 
and the day of life is drawing to its close ; 
then, my soul, ^whither hast thou 
made a road to day ? ' will be a question 
of tremendous importance ! Have I mixed 
with the crowd, followed the multitude, 
taken up my rest in this wilderness, not 
like a pilgrim passing onward to a better 
country, but as though I were a perma- 
nent inhabitant here; ever complaining 
of the daily crosses which assail me ; yet 
neither seeking for the only efficient sup- 
port under them» nor looking beyond 
them with patience and with hope ? 

But view that traveller with a placid 
smile on his countenance : though feeble 
in body, surely he is mighty in soul. In 
the way in which he has made a road he 
is no stranger. He is rich in his hopes. 
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raried in his experiences; he is not weary 
of the world, but is waiting for his sal- 
vation; impressed with a sense of pre* 
sent mercies, to which plodders in this 
wilderness are utter strangers, aod daily 
pondering the faithful promises, he is 
patiently looking for the time when the 
master shall come to summon him away. 
Traveller, whatever be your character, 
' these solemn subjects will fbrce them- 
selves on your attention sooner or later, 
whether or not you, have performed the 
task for which alone you were placed in 
this wilderness and bid to travel there. 
* The night, the long night is fast ap- 
proaching, when no man can work.' 
Be it therefore your care, to watch well 
the excursions of every passing day, and 
see whether they be such as conscience 
lipproves ; such as you can render up a 
good account of at the last. If, this 
day, you have been betrayed into forbid- 
den paths, resolve,, by the aid of divine 
grace, to be more circumspect on the 
morrow ; and ever ponder the paths 
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of your feet^ before they wander in a 
dubious way : so at the end of your course 
you shall be able to gird up your loins^ 
nor shrink back at the rolling waters of 
Jordan ; for they shall soon land you on 
the opposite side, where all these painful 
w^derings will be ended ; where there 
shall be no more toilsome days, by which 
to measure and estimate your work and 
labour ; no setting sun, no evening shade; 
for * there shall be no night there.' 

Ask of some bright spirit, traversing 
those stellar regions, * Whither hast thou 
made a road to day V Into what district 
of past providence, into what revelation 
of future joy ? What has been the topic 
of the anthems of praise — what the sub* 
ject of your converse with kindred spirits 
on that splendid hill of brightness ? But 
the reply would .be unintelligible ; yet I 
can discern a smiling beckon, saying 
' Come up hither.' I come, I come : * Sa- 
viour, keep me to thy kingdom and glory/ 
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No. XL 

From the end of the earth will I cry unto th^, when 
my heart is orerwhelmed : lead me to the rock that is 
bigber than I. 

Psalm Ixi> rer. 2. 

Ah! what apparently iixterminable lengths 
of burning sand fatigue the eye, and stretch 
the dreary prospect all around. Not a 
-shady groTe is to be seen, nor a single tree, 
to afford a momentary shelter : the fierce 
sunbeams strike on the weary pilgrim's 
head ; and he must sustain the intensity 
of their heat, or sink under their efful- 
gence, according to the degree of his 
strength, or his powers of endurance. 
The land of our pilgrimage, were it a suc- 
cession of verdant meadows, or did the 
pathway wind round the deeply browned 



96 THE ITINERARY. 

wood, we should no longer be travellers 
in a wildemess: but a wilderness it has 
been teimed by those who have passed 
through it in all ages. 

Yet the wilderness itself has its own 
appropriate alleviations; the very rocks 
which contribute to the wildness of its 
aspect, fumish.it also with its cooling 
shades : — so, from the most gloomy ap- 
pearances and unpromising events, the 
sweeiest solsu^e is sometimes derived ; the 
most appalling providences have been 
productive of essential benefits; and 
blessings, Uttle anticipated by the de-* 
sp'onding mind, have followed in their- 
rear. Some friend has proffered unex* 
pected assistance, or at least has assuaged 
the keenness of suffering by a well-timed 
sympathy ; or a sudden termination has 
been put to calamities, which had ap- 
peared boundless and insurmountable. 
Some latent power shall be called into, 
activity for the occasion, by him who has 
the mind uQder his sovereign controul, 
and can make it the instrument to accom- 
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plish all his pleasure. Yes, it is refresh- 
ing even thus to repose in the cool shade, 
to experience comparative ease, to feel the 
invigoration of hope, and to lie quiet for 
a while, as under the shadow of a rock. 
With such respites the weary traveller is 
occasionally indulged, that he may gain 
renewed vigour for the impending acci- 
dents of his journey. 

But the true Christian, while grateful 
to his Divine Benefactor for these alle- 
viations under suffering, cannot be thus 
satisfied : the minds of all the sons and 
daughters of affliction must fiee to a di- 
vine refuge, if they would not be utterly 
consumed in this howling wilderness. 
The Psalmist, in his distresses, exclaims, 
' Lead me to the rock that is higher than 
I.' But no earthly resources answer to 
this character : they are destitute of that 
in which a mortal can repose unlimited 
confidence ; they are no higher than our- 
selves; nor have they essentially more 
power, or longer endurance than ourselves. 
A rock so small, so low, yields but partial 
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shelter; unlike the tall, towering preci- 
pice, or the mountain brow, where the 
shade is deep, effective, and wide spread. 
Here the way-worn traveller may repose 
with confidence, and have all bis feelings 
soothed to quietness and rest. Such a 
rock is the ever blessed God — the rock 
of ages ; — ' that rock was Christ.' Yes, 
the protection he affords is, in truth, the 
shadow of ^ great rock in a weary land ; 
an effective shelter from the storm, and 
a covert from the tempest, which will 
never disappoint the hopes of those who 
take refuge there. Of all the consolations 
this wilderness has to offer to the deeply 
afflicted spirit, it may truly be said, * Mi- 
serable comforters are ye all.' Neither 
the dissipations of the world, nor the best 
efforts of friendship, can heal the heart 
that is deeply wounded. 

But how dreary the prospect of him 
who, convinced of his danger as d,n of- 
fender against the divine law proclaimed 
amid the thunders of Sinai, sees no way 
of escape from threatened destruction ! — 
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Then, a view of the great atonement for 
sin — the Lamb of God, whose blood 
removes the curse — revives the spirit; and 
the self-condemned and trembling sinner 
may well exclaim, *' This is a rock indeed, 
and it is higher than L The shade it 
affords is sweetly refreshing to my sor- 
rowing soul. My panting bosom recovers 
its serenity ; my reviving appetite feasts 
on the bread of life, and drinks copious 
draughts of the waters which flow from 
this hallowed source. I sit under this 
shadow with great delight : it is high as 
heaven; what can mine enemies do to de- 
prive me of its benefits ? This is my rock 
and refuge, my fortress and my high 
tower — ' all my springs are in thee."' 

And while the natural man pursues his 
dreary way and perceives not this shel- 
ter, but betakes himself to every refuge 
except that which alone could ensure his 
safety, and often deems himself secure 
when he is most exposed, God is leading 
his chosen people by a right way — ' He 

f2 
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will keep the feet of his saints while the 
wicked are silent in darkness/ 

Under all circumstances, the wishes of 
the spiritual pilgrim will veer towards 
this divine shelter ; frequent will be the 
seasons of exhaustion and fatigue, when 
he will seek this refreshing shade ; when 
he will say, I remember thee from the land 
of the Hermonites and from the hill Misar 
— this is a pelting storm — this is an opr 
pressive heat — ' Lead me to the rock 
that is higher than 1/ 

Higher than I ! Yes, blessed Redeemer, 
it is thy fulness, thy might, thy divine 
influence, which attract my feebleness 
to take shelter under thee. Thy righteous- 
ness displays a spotless purity — shines 
with a celestial brilliancy; so that I turn 
from the creature all around, and from 
myself, and flee for refuge whete alone 
it can ever be found. 

Higher than I ! Divine Mediator, thou 
canst lay thine hand where I dare not ap- 
proach, even on the very throne of the 
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Most High; undertake thou forine^ and 
plead my cause ! 

Higher than I ! yes, in yon bright vault 
of heaven He dwells, and makes perpe- 
tual day by His divine presence : there is 
no need of the sun where He so brilliant- 
ly shines ; there no heat shall smite by 
day, nor any weariness, sickness, sin, 
or sorrow come : O, then, ' lead me to that 
rock which is higher than I.' 
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No. XL 



Your fatlien, where are tiiey? and the prophets, do thej 

Uve forever? 

Zechariah, chap, i, ver. 5. 



Although this solemn appeal is ever 
soliciting the attention of mankind ; assail- 
ing their ears by every passing bell, their 
eyes by every green hillock, and every 
white stone in the burial ground ; accost- 
ing their personal feelings in every pain, 
and every symptom of decay; yet we 
see the multitude of travellers as busily 
occupied with their various pursuits as 
if such solemn and numerous mementos 
had never been presented to them ; amply 
confirming the sentiment of the poet-^ 

" All men think all men mortal, bat themselves." 
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They turn and admire the monuments^ 
reared by hands which have long since 
forgotten their cunning, and> like those 
whose memory they were designed to per- 
petuate^ themselves hastening to decay : 
— monuments of those who are now 
in a state of being, respecting which 
in their day of life perhaps they took 
but little interest, and which of ail con- 
cerns engrossed the least portion of their 
thoughts : for as 

" That bov^e, from whence no traveller retams/' 

is concealed from mortal view, eveiy ex- 
pedient is resorted to, that may still more 
effectually suppress and stifle the obtrud- 
ing subject, and remove the unwelcome 
thought far from the mind. 

But, traveller, permit the interesting 
question to be repeated : * Your fathers, 
where are they?' Where is your imme- 
diate father? or his father? And who 
and what were their predecessors? Of 
what country ? Of what rank ? Of what 
character ? You cannot tell, beyond the 
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extent of a few — a very few generations. 
Your genealogy is lost; for in every passing 
year Time continues to erase the annals 
into which you would curiously pry. Of 
those of your ancestors who are ignorant 
of you, you are equally ignorant, although 
they once lived and moved, and acted 
their busy parts in this journey of the 
desert, as intensely occupied with their 
various pursuits as its present inhabitants 
are. But they, with their concerns, are 
lost in oblivion. ' The place that once 
knew them, knows them no more for ever.' 
O ! that it should come to this ! That 
they who traversed this wilderness in all 
directions ; who industriously explored 
its secret recesses, its mountains and its 
caverns, its hills and its vales, and who, 
in search of hidden treasure, left no place 
unattempted ; who were involved in dis- 
putes and contentions; who were sustain-* 
ing or inflicting injuries; who were the 
oppressors or the oppressed; who planted 
and plucked up ; who builded and brake 
down ; who wept, and laughed, and 
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mourned, and danced; who gained and 
lost; who kept and cast away; who hated 
and who loved; — should now be silent 
in utter darkness, and not a vestige of 
them remain ! 

* Your fathers, where are they?' Our 
Lord assures us, that' strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto 
life, and few there.be that find it:' if so, 
it might be inferred of our departed an- 
cestors, that the number of those who 
have found that way is comparatively 
small. , So far the Scriptures favour the 
general inference : but of individuals, we 
have no right or authority to judge; nor 
can it be of any advantage to the living, 
to 'pronounce on the state of the dead, 
under any circum'stancies whatever. We 
certainly know that it shall be well with 
the righteous,. and ill with the wicked ; 
but as we cannot,, with equal, certainty, 
know to which of these classes any indi- 
vidual will be found to .belong, decency 
and humanity alike forbid our passing 
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sentence, even hi cases where oar fears 
preponderate. They have for ever done 
with us ; and in this sense we should for 
ever have done with them: * to their 
own master they stand or fall'— 'who 
doth not give account of any of his mat- 
ters ' — * whose ways are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughts.' This 
will be evidenced on that day, when many 
a one who had been condemned by his 
fellow-mortals, will lift up his head before 
men and angels, and appear at the right 
hand of the Judge : while others will be 
missing there, who maintained a fisdr re- 
putation, and stood high in the opinion 
of all around. 

' Our fathers, where are they V Let 
not the question be asked in the 'tone of 
doubting infidelity ; they are somewhere^ 
though we cannot perceive them: the 
cold grave retains only their moulder- 
ing flesh ; the immortal spirit retuma to 
him who gave it, to receive according to 
the deeds done in the body ; to associate 
with kindred spirits, good or evil, till the 



THE ITINBKABY. 107 

Ia$t trump shall sound, and the full re- 
wardf either of demerit or of grace, shall 
be authoritatively adjudged. The body, 
though hid for a season, is conmiitted to 
the grave but in trust : it shall rise again, 
either to the resurrection of the just, or 
to the resurrection of final disgrace and 
perdition. 

' Our fathers, where are they V We 
cannot tell. Let us be especially solicit* 
ous ' to make our own calling and elec- 
tion sure ;' to shun the downward path of 
the many, and to follow the few who have 
left us good reason to hope that, through 
faith and patience, they are now inherit- 
ing the promises;' so that should our 
posterity be asked concerning us, ' Your 
fath^s, where are they?' the ready an- 
swer may be fpunded on a life of uniform 
piety^ Jesus they trusted and loved ; in 
Him they approached the Father, for the 
supply of all their wants spiritual and 
temporal, during their perilous journey 
through this wilderness; to Him they 
looked for support and safe conduct when 
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departing out of it; and as the grace they 
sought never failed, they claim it in that 
upper world, that heavenly Canaan, and 
' are ever with the Lord/ 

' The prophets, do they live for ever V 
God hath sent forth those his servants, 
from age to age, to instil into the degene- 
rate children of men the solemn and im- 
portant truths on which depend their 
present as well as their future well being : 
they have, at their own peril, faithfully 
deliveriBd these high behests; many of 
them, in pursuit of this grand object, 
' wandering about this wilderness, in 
sheep's skins and goats' skins, living in 
dens and caves of the earth, destitute, 
afflicted, tormented,' till released by their 
Grieat Master from their toils and suffer- 
ings, and summoned away to receive from 
his hand their final reward. O ! how will 
the successive generations of these holy 
men, who were rising early and going 
forth with their message to a guilty world, 
appear in the judgment against those who 
despised the counsel with, which they 
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were charged, and woald none of their 
reproof. 

* The prophets, do they live for ever V 
Yes, never doubt it ; they are servants of 
him iidio has said, ' Those that sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him.' Men slew 
them because they hated their testimony, 
and wished to be rid for ever of their 
criminating influence.' But Herod and 
Herodias will have to meet John again, 
aiid stand up a;mid a host of persecutors, 
to face the noble army of martyrs, under 
the full weight of self-condemnation; — 
when they would gladly undergo the 
sufierings they once so relentlessly in- 
flicted, might they but put a period to 
their own existence : but though they 
should seek deaths they shall not find it. 

' Do the prophets live for: ever V Alas ! 
the sinner knows not how soon iie may be 
deprived of the means of his salvation ; 
how soon those lips may be sealed in 
death, that are now earnestly proclaim- 
ing to him the way of life ; or how soon 
himself may be summoned away to an- 
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8wer for these despised means and ne^ 
glected opportunities. 

Perhaps, traveller, those fathers and 
those prophets with whom you were once 
familiar, and who were zealous in sound* 
ing this important message in your eai-s, 
are already fallen asleep, and are now in- 
habitants of that land towards which they 
aimed to guide yoilr wandering steps. O ! 
that you may yet discover the path to 
which they directed you: for all those 
labours in which you are now so earnestly 
engaged under the sun, and to which you 
are giving so unwise a preference, will 
soon be utterly forgotten, and <rf no 
account at all. Posterity will advance in 
regular succession down the stream of 
time, leaving all their predecessors lost in 
the distance: but should your name be 
written in heaven, then you will be had 
in everlasting remembi-ance, and live inr 
deed for ever. 

* The prophets, do they live for ever ? ' 
Could this question be asked in heaven, 
it would bring a gloom over that cloudless 
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sky : bat those happy souls, once fidmit- 
ted, have a noble peimanency, like the 
pillars of the temple of our God ; * they 
can go no more out/ There the prophets 
live for ever, amid the countless hosts of 
those who listened to their testimony; 
there they live, enjoying the light of His 
countenance in whose name they pro- 
phesied ; beholding the fulfilment of their 
predictions in the operations of grace, 
and wondering at that more than fulfil- 
ment which shines in glory. 
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No. XII. 

Cursed be he that removeth his neighboar's land-mark. 

Deut. chap, xxvii, ver. 17. 

There are more ways of incurring this 
denunciation than by the flagrant crime 
of infiinging on our neighbour's domains ; 
for while we axe walking erect in proud 
integrity^ imagining that the threat has 
nothing to do with us nor we with it, 
would we but permit ourselves to take a 
cool and dispassionate survey of those 
common rights which are perfectly distinct 
from what is called personal property, 
but equally valuable and equally sacred, 
memory might often furnish us with in- 
stances in which we have decidedly en- 
croached on them, in the inroads we have 
made on the peace and happiness of our 
neighbour. These sacred rights are com- 
mensurate with all the various relations of 
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life, are entwined with every day's occur- 
rences, and make their imperious demand 
with almost every passing hour. We are 
each of us entienched within a righteous 
code of laws, enacted by the great Law- 
giver, who best knows our respective 
claims, and who has furnished us with the 
most ample means of so understanding 
them, by a fair transcript within our own 
bosoms, as that we shall be without ex- 
cuse if we presume to transgress them. 
This golden rule is so legible, that he who 
runs may read: it admits of no abatement 
in any case ; but peremptorily requires, 
that what we claim, or are conscious we 
should claim if we were precisely in the 
cin^umstances of another, is his unques- 
tionable due ; and if we withhold this, and 
invade his just rights, we incur the guilt 
of removing our neighbour's land-mark. 

Now, traveller, if happily you are not 
in arrears ; if no one abroad or at home 
has any demand on you ; pursue your way 
in conscious integrity : otherwise slacken 
your pace for a moment, and^ instead of. 
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adding to the long catalc^e of your com- 
plaints of the world, inquire in what re- 
spects the world might retort the charge ; 
whether, in your turn, you may not have 
transgressed the bounds prescribed for 
you by the wise and benign Ruler of 
mankind. Take neither a too general, nor 
a too partial survey ; but strictly examine 
your oL Wuct, with the motives fron, 
whidhi it emanated : do it as impartially as 
you would that of your neighbour ; and 
then determine whether there may not 
at least have been some occasion on 
which, almost impjerceptibly, you have 
trespassed on his bounds. Have you 
never aimed to exalt your own character 
at the expense of his ^ or at all sacrificed 
his comfort or his feelings to your own 
convenience, or prejudice, .or caprice — to 
some spoiled bantlii^ of your own, which 
is suffered to tyrannize over and molest 
and disturb all who are so unfortunate as 
to come in its way ? Or, is there no fa- 
vourite comer in your domains, which 
must be extended, and the landmark 
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moved on^ and on^ till the just bounds 
of your neighbour are rendered indis- 
tinct and indefinable ? This injustice is 
practised in a thousand ways, to which 
our nearest connexions are the most ex- 
posed. It is not so much the tent of the 
traveller we pass on the road, as that 
which from necessity is pitched near us, 
which is most liable to encroachment. 
These trespasses, however, are not ulti- 
mately successful : in due time, Pcovi- 
dence will wring from such trespassers 
the reluctant confession^ or strike home 
the inward conviction, ' that he that doeth 
wrong, shall receive for the wrong that he 
hath done.' Experience exhibits this 
truth to every one's observation, in in- 
stances innumerable. What are deemed 
trifling encroachments by those who 
practise them, are strictly observed by 
Him, who even takes cognizance of the 
sparrow that falleth to the ground, and 
who will not suffer, with impunity, the 
happiness of any of his creatures to be 
wantonly or carelessly destroyed. Those 
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who would avoid the penalty attached to 
every description of this crime, a pe- 
nalty which involves no less than a curse, 
woiild take the wisest course, by resolv- 
ing that where they have so done they 
will make restitution four-fold. Many 
would willingly submit to this to escape 
a legal process, who nevertheless obsti- 
nately persevere in that conduct which 
exposes them to this tremendous male- 
diction; unconscious that, perhaps, at the 
very moment they are thus trespassing, 
they may be under its silent operation ; 
yet ever inclined to attribute the various 
trials and calamities by which they suffer 
to any cause, rather than to the Almighty 
hand which inflicts the merited retri- 
bution. 

Perhaps this general statement will 
suffer many to escape conviction, to 
whom that conviction'would be both just 
and beneficial. Let us particularize in a 
few instances ; the actual occurrences of 
life are too numerous to be every one 
specified. 
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There are bounds set about each indi- 
vidual's private concerns, which ought to 
be sacredly regarded by his neighbours : 
the power to peep through his fences may 
be a temptation to many; but the truly 
conscientious will ever have a blind eye 
and a deaf ear on such occasions : unlike 
the impertinent, who, piying into his 
neighbour's concerns, wonders where he is 
going, and what he did when he went. This 
is certainly encroaching on the land-mark 
which should guard the private concerns 
of individuals from inspection, although it 
may not bring the offender under the pe- 
nalty of any law. If to this impertinent 
curiosity be added, as is too frequently 
the case, the spirit of tattle, which delights 
in reporting all that is seen, heard, under- 
stood, or supposed, the trespass is of still 
greater magnitude : detraction, while rer 
moving the land-mark, renders barren, or 
rather productive of noxious weeds, many 
a fair plot of our natural inheritance. 

Envy too is ever busy in such operations. 
Numberless are the occasions calculated 
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to excite this baneful passion. It loves to 
crib now and then a portion^as opportunity 
may offer, from a neighbour's domain^ till 
the whole is reduced to dimensions of its 
own fixing ; while Jealousy, its sister, which 
is ever imagining some sinister design 
against its own possessions, frequently 
assists in these nocturnal depredations. 

Ambition has higher aims : it would 
pait with silver and gold ; it would relin- 
linquish estates ; but then it demands more 
than an equivalent in power. On its neigh- 
bour's land-mark is inscribed in legible 
characters, ' I have a right to do as I will 
with my own.' But without shewing how 
the great and mighty of the earth generally 
dislike such inscriptions, it may be more 
to the purpose to contemplate those lesser 
beings, who love to domineer and lord it 
around them, in the true spirit of all the 
heroes,from Alexander the Great, to Alex- 
ander the Coppersmith. The continual 
teazing of the members of a family, each 
and all to have his, and her, and their 
own way, when all the merit of the case 
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lies in its being ' my own convenience/ or 
*iny own opinion/ frequently operates to 
the tearing up every land-mark, and aban- 
doning the whole domain to discord and 
desolation. 

Mere caprice, which is deemed of such 
trifling importance,will frequently produce 
mischiefs as dire as the most insatiable 
ambition and the love of sway ; and not the 
less so when the kindly aflPections of those 
around are disposed to humour and ac- 
commodate it. 

Live in tby lot : observe its boondif ; 
For God bath drawn the Hue. 

That persecutors, who wish to force 
conscience, are grievous offenders against 
this rule, will be readily admitted; yet the 
spirit of persecution is frequently too 
manifest, where the name is held in ab- 
horrence. How many of those who are in 
dependent circumstances have to endure 
cruel mockings, or illiberal restraints, on 
the ground of their religious opinions and 
thfeir conscientious performances ! 

If to remove our neighbour's land-mark 
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be thus criminal^ what foim of expression 
can adequately stigmatize that spirit, 
which so operates against God? Yet 
how is His time> claimed for devotional 
duties, encroached upon ! How are His 
sabbaths profaned ! How is that heart, 
to which He has the sole right, oc- 
cupied by vain thoughts, possessed by a 
corrupt world, or sacrilegiously given up 
to Satan ! Traveller, art thou one of those, 
who have thus removed His land-mark, till 
nothing is left to Him but a few cold cere- 
monies, and those perhaps decreasing 
every day ? 
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No. XIV. 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten. 

Psalm xc, ver. 10. 

What is yonder merry group, who are 
shouting and gamboling about the wil- 
deniess> as though it were an Eden ; pur- 
suing butterflies, culling flowers, laughing 
and weeping with the humour and caprice 
of the moment? They are successively 
arriving at the first stage of their journey. 
On some of them ten returning springs 
have shed their gentle influence; they 
grow up like fair plants, in whom sun- 
shine is gradually unfurling the timid 
leaves, expanding the tender blossoms, 
and affording a fair promise of future pro- 
duce. Of their ensuing journey, these 
sportive beings anticipal^e no ill : past ex- 
perience furnishes them with few warn- 
ings; or at best such as are soon forgotten 
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— -put to flight by the first vanity that flits 
before them : with hope to stimulate them, 
their expectations of tha future are filled 
only with gay illusions ; absorbed in the 
present^ its transient sorrows and its joys, 
they heed not the times to come; and but 
for the irksome task which begins now to 
be imposed^ they would^ as far as it is 
possible to those who inhabit a wilderness, 
be happy mortals. * When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, I thought as a child;' 
and the season is not yet arriyed^ in 
which they are expected, to. 'put away 
childish things/ Such is man at the 
commencement of his course : Such, fel- 
low-traveller, were you and L Let it be 
our ambition not to remain such; not to 
retain the character of childhood by re- 
sisting the wholesome discipline under 
which we may be brought, and by inat- 
tention to the various lessons wisely 
selected by our heavenly Father for our 
instruction and future guidance. 

But here comes another group, dancing 
on. Let us stand aside while they pass 
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or probably we may be incommoded by 
the contact. You look anxiously : soli- 
citude and apprehension for the fate of 
some of them cloud your brow, as you 
mark how heedlessly they speed their 
way. Ah ! there is one timidly looking 
round, as if seeking a guide : he has 
heard some warning voice, and he has 
taken the alarm ; let us then proffer our 
aid. And there is another too, equally 
aware of his peril and need, and equally 
desirous of an assisting hand. But al- 
though you should 'cry aloud, and lift 
up your voice like a trumpet,' behold, 
what fearful multitudes there are^^now 
at the commencement of their journey, 
when they are totally unacquainted with 
the perils of the way — now, at this most 
eventful of all periods, — to whom every 
remonstrance will prove as the jingling 
of brass and the tinkling of the cymbal. 
They have just arrived at their second 
stage : twenty summers' suns have shone 
on their heads, and ripened them thus 
far towards maturity ; a ^mall portion of 
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time, in their estimation, compared with 
that which they anticipate as still in re- 
serve ; nevertheless it swells to vast im- 
portance when their wisdom and their 
stock of experience is questioned : then 
it is deemed amply sufficient to direct 
them in all their exigencies. Education, 
irksome education, is now at an end ; nor 
dream they of that which is but com- 
mencing ; that new discipline under 
which they are presently to be brought, 
whether they will bend to it or not. ' Re- 
joice, O young man, in thy youth ; and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the ways of 
thy youth, and walk in the sight of thine 
eyes ; but, know thou, that for all these 
things God will bring thee into judg- 
ment.* 

And here some approach, who maintain 
a steadier pace. Traveller, it behoves us 
now to be sparing of our interference ; 
for, lo ! they have arrived at the third 
stage of their journey ; and, from having 
travelled thus far, draw the- sage conclu- 
sion that they must now be competently 
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furnished and prepared for every contin- 
gency. Yet let us Venturis, at least, to 
point them to the mile-stone on the road 
as furnishing a seasonable hint. Travel- 
ler ! traveller ! see you those figures ? 
Thirty years of thy mortal life are gone 
by, and for ever fled ! Soberly reflect on 
the probable residue that remains. Ah ! 
what is the reply ? * I have bought a yoke 
of oxen, and must needs go and prove 
them.' Another pleads, ' I hav€ married 
a wife, and cannot now tarry to consider 
the mile-stone ; perhaps at the next stage 
I may have more leisure.' So be it. To 
us they refuse to listen ; ' their feet are 
entangled in a net, and they walk on a 
snare*' 

Behold, in their rear, another company 
advances, who have aiTived at their fourth 
stage. Observe at what a sober pace 
they generally pursue their way. Al- 
ready some of them seem faint and weary. 
Traveller, what, during the last stage, 
has betided you, so to alter your gait, and 
to change your aspect ? You are unlike 
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those of your company^ who seem dis- 
posed to make a stand here and regale 
themselves ; reluctant to advance a step 
further, did not Time urge them on; pity- 
less, relentless Tim6, who appeared at the 
commencement of theii* course to be so 
tardy, now seems to fly on rapid wing ; 
although he still pursues an equal pace, 
conducting them down the gentle, and 
almost imperceptible declivity of life : 
yet would they fain retard his progress, 
surrounded as they are with blooming 
iamilies, from the smiling cherub on its 
mother's knee, to the sportive and happy 
being, just emerging from childhood, 
ami trying his prowess in a thousand in- 
teresting ways. The sanguine parent 
watches their progress, and would fain an- 
ticipate among them, the future stay and 
support of his declining years. ' These,' 
he fondly says ' shall prove the solace of 
my age, support my feeble steps along the 
gloomy vale of life, and finally close 
these eyes, which have so often gazed on 
them with delight.* Amen, traveller ; so 
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be it : but, that your hopes inay be rea- 
lised, fail not still to watch their steps 
and their goings with unremitting care ; 
or you may have sad occasion to bewail 
the fallacy of these your flattering hopes 
and expectations. 

And now those of the fifth stage ap- 
proach, moving on with sedate and sober 
pace; for fifty golden Autumns have 
crowned their passing years, and brought 
them thus far through the wilderness. 
How fare you, fellow-traveller ; and those 
flourishing olive-plants, of which you 
spoke — how and where are they ? " Alas ! 
ask me not, some of them are withered 
and gone ! Joseph is not ; and Simeon is 
not. Surely all these things are against 
me. Ah ! when I turn, and take a survey 
of the road, along which I have already 
laboured and toiled, how diflerent its as- 
pect from my early views of it ! Is the 
scene changed, or am I? One or the 
other is unquestionably changed, even 
since the last stage ; how are some at 
least of my views altered during this short 
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period. Experience by this time has ac- 
cumulated and more forcibly assists in 
the process. Must my education and my 
journey through this wilderness terminate 
together? O! that I could retrace at 
least some of my steps ! How very dif- 
ferently should they be directed. But, 
alas ! I cannot tread them over again : the 
soles of my feet shall never traverse that 
road more ; let me then more steadily pur- 
sue my remaining course, and derive 
wisdom from the past, for the direction of 
my remaining way." 

And if, fellow-traveller, those days 
which yet remain to you shall be occupied 
in erecting your house on a rock, so that, 
when the stoimy winds shall blow and 
the rain descend and beat on that house, 
it may be proof against the tempest, it is 
well. Surely, at this advanced stage of 
your journey, your schemes are not still 
to plant in this wilderness, or to pluck up 
that which is planted ; to pull down, or to 
build upon this barren waste; towards the 
utmost verge of which you are so swiftly 
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speeding your way. If such are your chief 
plans^ let them at least bear some propor- 
tion to the probable terms of occupancy ; 
unless you should have a certain lease of 
possession for tenor twenty years to come. 
In what state are your bams ? Are they 
well stocked and stored? soundly built, 
and proof against wind and weather? Are 
the foundations strong and the building 
throughout fiim and free from dilapida- 
tions> neither inclining to the right nor 
to the left ; no mouldering or tottering ; 
no breaches in the roof, nor cracks in 
the walls? Then take your ease and en- 
joy the fruits of your toils. But does 
the compaiison hold in all respects w^ith 
the frail body of him who owns them? 
Already are not some of the pins loosen- 
ed; and does not the fabric begin to 
totter? Or if, as yet, the structure 
remains firm and entire, for how many 
bleak winters yet to come, think you, 
will it remain impervious to the blast? 
Perhaps some rude shock may even now 
be on its way, to effect that which no 
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human skill can repair, and inflict a rtiin 
final and irretrievable, except by the reno- 
vating blast of the last trumpet! 

See you not those withered aims, still 
uplifted, catching at every spray, and cling* 
ing to every object they meet, as though 
it were an entire novelty ; although time 
is visibly employed in loosening their 
grasp, and death stands waiting his com- 
mission to inflictt the final blow. Can it 
be that these have arrived at the sixth 
stage of their journey ! are they laden 
with the experience of so many winters ; 
or have they carelessly left it behind 
them on the road, and now come in, for- 
lorn and destitute, as though they had 
been plundered ? ' O ! that men were 
wise,'— 'that such dying men were wise,' 
and would now at last ' consider their 
latter end.' 

And now, in the rear, advance a few, 
a very few travellers, still with feeble 
steps pursuing their toilsome way: it 
cannot be termed a group ; for they are 
as thinly scattered abroad as are the silver 
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hairs on their own foreheads. Seventy 
winters hare been gradually whitening 
those scieinty locks^ bending those once 
erect forms, and enfeebling those once 
agile Umb^. To a favoured few, past 
scenes appear indeed in their true light 
— ' as a tale that is told ; as a watch in 
the night/ Hear you, among them, that 
plaintive moan? What says it? My house 
is not so with God ; yet hath he made 
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered 
in all things, and sure.' Ah! traveller, there 
are many such houses — many, where 
the heads of them have not this consola- 
tion ; but be you of good cheer : a few 
more weary steps, and you shall look 
back on this your pilgrimage, and say, ' Of 
a truth he. hath led me by 9. right way to 
a city of habitation/ Therefore gird up 
your loins ; yet a little while, and * all 
tears shall be wiped from your eyes, and * 
the days of your mourning shall be 
ended/ 

Learn, fellow-traveller, at whatever 
stage you are now arrived, that as you 



132 THE ITINERABY. 

have in some degree yet found it^ so it 
will still Continue to be, a howling wilder- 
ness, a wearisome journey, notwithstand- 
ing the resting-places and refreshments 
with which you are occasionally indulg- 
ed. So it. proved to Israel ; but they 
were travelling towards a better country : 
this gave them patience and courage; 
this crowned their labours, and amply 
rewarded all their toils, though the thorns, 
and the drought, and the fiery flying ser- 
pents were in their way. They expected 
not an Elim at every turn : and an Eden, 
they knew, could not on any track be 
found. Thus the christian traveller looks 
forward to Canaan's happy land, where 
he shall feel no more the long toils of the 
sultry desert ; and where, , having got be- 
yond Jordan, he shall ascend the hill of 
Zion, and enter upon the possession of 
his ' exceeding great reward/ 
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No. XV 

The way of the wicked he tnrnetb upside down. 

Psalm ojtlvi, 9. 

What a different aspect would this wil- 
derness wear, through which our passage 
lies, did that description of travellers, 
who by divine wisdom are termed the 
vncked, duly estimate the tremendous 
consequences attached to that character ! 
Were they to look .'no further than their 
temporal interests, it might well have a 
visible operation on their ways, and on 
their works, and produce a striking change 
in all we obsei*ve around us. They would 
hesitate ere they ventured to erect those 
edifices of pride, of ambition, and of covet- 
ousness, at the price of so much toil on 
their own part, and frequently of so much 
suffering on the part of others, could 
they be. convinced that these towers and 
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bulwarks would ultimately be rased to 
the foundation, and their lofty summits 
levelled with the dust, by him ^ whose 
counsel alone shall stand, and who will 
do all his pleasure/ 

Let every busy traveller pause, and en- 
quire, to which of these classes he be- 
longs — the righteous, or the wicked: whe- 
ther he deliberately chooses to be ranked 
with those who live without God in the 
world — with those whose unholy walk is 
in direct opposition to his righteous com- 
mands ; whether, as Hie openly profane, 
the worldly, the sensual, the formal, or 
the hypocritical. Self-fla;ttery may dis- 
claim any of these characters ; yet many 
a lofty tower of self-opinion is thus raised, 
which shall not abide in the day of trial. 
These egregious claims shall be turned 
upside down ; for although ' the way of a 
fool is right in his own eyes, it is the Lord 
who pondereth his goings/ 

Behold yonder causeway. See how it 
is crowded and thronged ! It is the high 
road of pride ! No wonder that they do 
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liot pursue their journey quietly. Ob- 
serve that strange figure walking so erect 
and stately, and looking with an expres- 
sion of soorn and contempt on all around 
him. What are those gaudy trappings 
with which he is decked, and which he 
surveys with such evident self-compla- 
cency ? to many of the crowd they are 
enigmatical — not to be deciphered or 
explained. All things that walk, and 
fly, and swim, and creep, are put in re- 
quisition, to announce to the inquisitive 
gazer that this is a man of family ! to display 
the good (perchance the bad) deeds of his 
ancestors ; deeds in which this alUimpor- 
tant being had no share ; and who, there- 
fore, might as justly be stigmatized for the 
one, as honoured for the other. ' God hath 
made of one blood all the nations of the 
earth ; ' and although he hath chosen by 
his providence to exalt some and to depress 
others, he will manifest hii^self to be no 
respecter of persons, on that day, when 
each individual shall not be recognized 
by the emblazoned escutcheons he could 
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display to the gaze of his admiring fellow- 
mortals^ nor honoured for the mighty 
deeds of his ancestors, but treated strictly 
and impartially according to his own. 
When these gaudy trappings are stripped 
from the gloomy hearse, and the hatch- 
ment is tsiken down from the dwelling, 
they will have performed their last offices 
for him ; and if such transient honours 
as these things can bestow were the pri- 
mary object of his affection, he will find, 
when it is too late, his towering projects 
swept away like the spider's web, and all 
his lofty schemes of pride and aggrandize- 
ment turned upside down. 

The emphatic sentence is written in 
characters never to be erased ' Them that 
honour me, I will honour.' And when 
the great and the noble manifest them- 
selves^ by their conduct and character, 
to be the subjects of that high distinction, 
let us cordially render them the tribute 
due; nor with plebeian feeling withhold 
that respect and homage to rank and 
station, which it rightfully demands, even 
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when it is not thus adorned. The good 
qualities, of those who are at once noble 
by rank and by virtue, are ' like apples 
of gold in pictures of silver/ Those only 
are objects of contempt, (though it may 
not be our business to manifest it,) whose 
sole claim to respect consists in the fishes, 
or the birds, or the beasts — passant, couch- 
ant, and rampant, which they have the 
right to pouilray upon their stuff, and 
which, in some instances, is their prin- 
cipal passport into society. 

Traveller, what mark of distinction 
have you? Are such vanitiesas these all 
your boast ? or are you reckoned among 
the company of those who have the seal 
of the Lamb on their foreheads, ' who are 
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a peculiar people, that 
they should shew forth .the praises of 
Him who hath called them out of dark- 
ness into his marvellous light?' . Then 
whatever be your rank and degree while 
a sojomner in this wilderness, the time 
is approaching, when in glory and in 
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dignity^ you shall transcend the brightest 
stars in the firmament of heaven. 

But what shall be said to those men of 
wealthy which has not been said to their 
predecessors ? Riches have increased, and 
in defiance of the divine mandate they 
still persist in setting their hearts upon 
them. But observe the catastrophe: 
these very riches often 'make to them- 
selves wings and fly away, as an eagle 
towards heaven.' So fi'equently does this 
befal the possessors of wealth, that they 
have no wammt to say, even of to-morrow, 
* It shall be as this day ;' because death 
may come in an hour unlocked for, and 
strip them of all : or the dispensations of 
Providence, as is sometimes the case, by 
a slow and almost imperceptible- process, 
may diminish and waste the amplest por- 
tions, till they are at length annihilated : 
or, while plenty abounds and the cup is 
running over, it shall suddenly be turned 
upside down and emptied; leaving the 
owner to exclaim, * Ye have taken away 
my gods, and what have I more !' 
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And here advances Beauty^ with her 
witcheries, mincing with her feet, and 
exacting admiration of all she meets. 
Shall we by a hackneyed and unavailing 
admonition endeavour to humble her pre- 
tensions, and to cast a veil over that face 
so fair? It will not do: it has been tried 
in vain, ever since there were sages to 
moralize, and fair faces, and mirrors to re* 
fleet them. Let them alone : time is doing 
his oflSce; his operations too, though 
silent and iiijiperceptible, are persevering 
and indefatigable. He will assuredly 
write the impressive lesson in characters 
legible and indelible on eveiy feature : in 
the mean while neither the ravages of time 
nor heaven's chastisements, nor death's 
solemn knell, shall be able to enforce the 
salutary lesson, unless it be accompanied 
by that renovating influence, which alone 
can gain access to the heart, and which 
gives beauty for deformity; a beauty and 
a comeliness which shall never decay, or 
be impaired by endless ages. 

If pride of ancestry, wealth, or beauty. 
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which is too often regarded as a mere 
human frailty, and trivial folly, is never- 
theless a mark of ungodliness, and as 
such is stigmatized by the divine word, 
what reason have they who are chargeable 
with more flagrant vices to tremble! 
The schemes of the deceitful, the cruel, 
the lascivious, the oppressive, the disho- 
nest, the rebellious, are frequently deep 
laid; their plans powerfully supported; 
their success apparently complete: yet is 
their whole procedure known, and easily 
defeated by him, who sets his frowning face 
against all iniquity, and whose high hand 
is able to overturn the best concerted 
schemes, and the deepest laid projects. 
Let the example of Saul and Ahab, of 
Ananias and Sapphira, of Judas and 
Demas, warn the ungodly, as with a voice 
from amid the ruins of this iniquity. 

But, fellow-taiveller, what have you, 
and what have I to boast ? Are we in 
possession of none of the things for 
which we see so many of those around us 
sacrificing their best, their imimortal in- 
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terests ? And do we, therefore, atssume a 
superiority on account of the little value 
we set on those objects which are beyond 
our reach ? But of all our store (and 
surely we have some store) is there no- 
thing to which our affections are too 
fondly attached ? It is the ruling prin- 
ciple within, not the value of the external 
object, by which we must judge of our- 
selves. Deep hidden in the bosom, there 
may be fostered some idol, unseen except 
by one eye, which must be dragged from 
thence, ere we can presume to separate 
ourselves from the crowd with a good 
grace, or can have any just right to cen- 
sure their more open and flagrant follies. 
Whatever they do, let us descend into 
yonder healthful vale, the vale of humi- 
lity : there we shall find the atmosphere 
salubrious, and well adapted to heal the 
numerous diseases of the mind; there our 
mental vision will be strengthened and 
improved, so that we shall distinctly 
perceive the real value of those things 
which have been the objects of our pur- 
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fiuit^ and discover, perhaps, that we hare 
been not less criminal than many around 
us, whom we have been forward to con- 
demn : we may anticipate disappointment 
and chagrin, as awaiting us also ; and we 
may ultimately find, that these idols of 
our hearts may be the very things selepted 
for the instruments of our correction : the 
Sovereign Disposer may utterly reverse 
and turn them upside down, when we are 
thinking ourselves most secure. O ! that 
men were wise ; that they understood 
these things ! But they are too intent on 
their own works to observe the works of 
Ms hands, or to let the Divine operations, 
the result of which is ever before them, 
influence and regulate their own, and 
render them such as he will establish, 
approve, and bless. They may obsti- 
nately persevere in their favourite course, 
till those over whom they exalted them- 
selves shall at length get above them 
very high, and they shall come down 
very low ; as the Lord would have ' re- 
joiced over them to do them good, so he 



THE ITINEEARY. 143 

will rejoice over them to bring them to 
nought.' ' Say unto the wicked, it shall 
be ill with him/ for the way of the un- 
godly shall be turned upside down/ 
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No. XVI. 

I dwell among my own people. 

2 Kings, chap, ir, Ter.l3« 

It was never intended by the Great Au- 
thor of our being, and the Sovereign Dis- 
poser of our concerns, that we should 
travel along this perilous wilderness, soli- 
tary, without companion or friend ; but 
it is only those individual families, socie- 
ties, and communities, who dwell together 
in unity, that truly fulfil the Divine in- 
tentions in thus assembling them together, 
and enduing them with social propensi- 
ties. It is but a fair inference from the 
story, that the family and connexions of 
the Shunamite were thus happily united, 
or she would not have so replied to an 
overture, which would have been seized 
by many, among whomsoever they had 
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dwelt, with eagerness and avidity: but 
no such ambition appears to have infested 
the bosom of this female; no desire to 
attract notice, or to be raised above the 
rank and sphere in which Providence had 
placed her. Her ambition seems to have 
been like his, who said, * Give me neither 
poverty nor riches; feed me with food 
convenient for me/ This habitual con- 
tentment, under circumstances not in 
themselves desirable, was still further 
evidenced in her appeal to the Prophet 
on the loss of her only child — ' Did I 
desire a son of my Lord?' — and emi- 
nently so, in her resignation, when be- 
reaved of him, which enabled her to say, 
while smarting under the pangs of separ- 
ation, * It is well/ Indeed, the general 
tenor of her conduct is fraught with an im- 
pressive lesson, not merely to individuals, 
but to families, who can experience such 
happiness as a desert affords, only in 
proportion as this benign temper prevails 
among them. It is one thing to dwell 
among our own people ; and quite anothei:, 

H 



146 THE ITINEBABT. 

90 to dwell among them^ as that we be- 
coQOEie mutual blessings to each other — 
blessings to that extent^ as not to induce 
a wish for change, in the expectation 
that our stock of happiness might be 
ultimately increased by any new so- 
ciety or other connexions. And may it 
not, in most cases, be said, liiatif fami- 
lies do not so dwell together, the blame, 
instead of being attributed ^ this or that 
turbulent individual, as the cause of strife, 
:ought to be shared with those whoinake 
the complaint? 

Traveller, you need not be told that 
ndthing is perfect here ; nor, it may be 
presumed, need you be reminded, that 
as you are not so yourself, you have no 
reason to expect perfection in those 
around you. Experience proves ibis ^wil- 
demess to be such as it thas eret been 
•represented : it is not — ^it cannot be your 
<cjBst ; if here you sedc uninterrupted re- 
pose, you shall not £nd it. Where then, 
will you roamin quest of solid, of rational 
pleasure ? If any where it can be found 
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— if H at all exjifit^ it should be in your 
own tent : if at all enjoyed in perfection, 
it should be ut home. Vanity, and pride, 
^d dissipiition, may seek and find their 
pleasures abroad; but these will leave the 
heart desolate. Home — home is the spot, 
the consecrated spot, m this wide waste, 
on which heart's ease and true repose 
must be sought* 

Certainly, while here below, many are 
the sorrows of our homes. Notwithstand- 
ing all our efforts, we cannot entirely 
close our tents i^ainst those intruders ; 
and yet, many are admitted that might 
easily be kept away. Could we prevail 
on ourselves to make an impartial esti- 
mate of our situation, compared with 
what we know of many of the homes 
around us, we might, instead of the com- 
plaints we utter, or the discontent we 
cherish, more frequiently find reason to 
acknowledge, with thankfulness to our 
Divine Benefactor, that ' the lines are 
fallen to us in pleasant places, and that 
we have (considering in what a wilderness 

h2 
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we are placed) a goodly heritage/ Let 
us not, by our murmurings, provoke the 
Giver of every good we enjoy to wither 
our palm-trees, and to dry up our wells 
of water. On the contrary, wherever a 
right view of things prevails, we shall 
feel no more ambition than the Shuna- 
mite did, to obtain the favour and attract 
the notice of the great and powerful, or 
to become, so ourselves ; it will be su£Q[- 
cient for us if, like her, we ' dwell quietly 
among our own people' — sufficient surely 
for those of her own sex, to whom. she 
exhibits an example which some of them 
might do well to study ; such at least as 
seem disposed to forget, that the duties 
oihome stand next in order to their duty 
to God, and that.ofi them it devolves, and 
greatly depends, to render that home 
pleasant to their fathers, to their hus- 
bands, to their children. These are the 
paramount duties required of mothers, of 
daughters, of sisters ; and which, as they 
would embellish their Christian profes- 
sion, they will industriously instil into 
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the minds of those whom they may have 
to train to fill these relations. These are 
the duties which the Bible enforces^ aiid 
for the neglect of which, with all the 
accumulated miseries in its train, they 
must assuredly hereafter ' render an ac- 
count. Happy those families, those hus- 
bands, and fathers, where such retired 
and domestic habits in their female asso- 
ciates are founded on principle'; so that^ 
to the enquiry, ' Where is thy wife?' 
' where is thy daughter ? ' they can gene- 
rally reply, * She is within the tent.' 

Considered in this light, the privileges 
of the Christian rise above our power to 
estimate. He especially eiijoys the com- 
pany, the counsel, the prayers of his own 
. people ; of the religious society to which 
he is attached ; and of the pastor who 
presides over them as th^ir spiritual guide 
and director, and whose access to the 
Divine Majesty, to the court of heaven, 
(if the prayers of a righteous man avail 
much) may bring down blessings on a 
people — spiritual blessings, in va]ue in* 
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finitely above what any earthly luonareh^ 
or aU earthly potaitates anited^ coutd 
divpease. Nor woidd the poorest piU 
grim we meet, labouring along thef barren 
tracks of this wiidemei^, if once sensible 
of their raliie, barter thesd his privileges, 
for any thing that could be offered him; 
To whatever would i^nce them, those 
who can reply with genuine content^ 
ment, whether as members of a family 
or of a Christian community, ' We dwell 
among our own people/ are privileged 
with the purest and the best (because 
the most natural) of all enjoyments ; as 
those can witness, who are travelliiig 
towards yon heavenly land. What ren- 
ders it so attractive, but that it is their 
father's house — their home ? There their 
kindred dwell ; there will all their wan- 
derings be teiininated : the restlessness 
of their desires will be at an end. In that 
home they will ever remain, without a 
wish to go any more out : it will be the 
height of happiness there, to say, ' I dwell 
among mine own ^^eople.' 
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No. XVJL 



Hj Ciitb, Noah, IwhiC' wioi94 •! (M Q< thxv^i aol mm 
9S jel^ moTed with fear,, pgcapaiwd. an. ark. to the si^tia^ 
of hu hoffse ; by the which he oondemned the world, 
and became faetr of the righteonsness which is by faith. 

Hebrews^ lyi^ rer* T, 



Op all the yiciflsitixidea Qxperiencedl bjr 
iniyellears in thi& wilderness^ none oan 
compare with those which are recorded 
of this eminent servant of God. Many 
make their boast of sa extensive knim- 
ledge of the world ; but be sawf two worlds; 
— a world «piring^ — a world reviving^ 
and commencdng a. new existence*. He 
witnessed the end of all fl]^h ^ and again^ 
he witnessed the commencem^nt of t^neiw 
state of society* He bad found the wiok^ 
edness of mankind to be greats vihs» 
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they were many and spread abroad in all 
directions over the face of the earth ; and 
he presently found that the same corrupt 
principle still existed when they were 
few> and that the heart of man ' is only 
evil^ and that continually ;' that neither 
the most awful judgments, nor the most 
signal mercies, are in themselves sufficient 
to change its evil bias, and give it holy 
propensities : all these things he saw ; 
and as he ' was a just man, and perfect 
in his generation,' those impressive lessons 
produced their proper effect, and prepared 
him to be a fit inhabitant of that land, 
where vicissitudes and perils are un- 
known. 

As neither the mighty waters of the 
Deluge, nor the subsequent revolutions 
of so ma,ny ages, have been able to obli- 
terate the print of his footsteps, let us, 
fellow-traveller, in our contemplations, 
endeavour to follow the track, that some- 
thing, if possible, may be collected there- 
from, to direct our own dubious steps 
along the journey of life through the same 



THE ITINEEARY. 163 

desert that he travelled so long, and on 
which he was safely landed, after a cata7 
strophe more dire in its consequences 
than has ever been witnessed by any of 
his countless posterity. 

The first circumstance oarecord of this 
eminent character is, that he lived in the 
midst of those whose manners were utter- 
ly depraved, and their conduct flagitiously 
wicked. Had there been a neighbour or 
friend of congenial principles and habits, 
he would have found in the hospitable 
ark an asylum: but w^hat piety existed in 
the world -was exclusively confined to 
this one family; and surrounded as they 
were by examples of the most flagrant 
wickedness, it reflects no little honour 
upon those of the younger branches of it, 
on whom the prophetic blessing was 
afterwards bestowed : a circumstance 
from which a profitable lesson may be 
derived by those who are ill disposed to 
receive parental instruction, and who, 
while enjoying the means best adapted to 
promote their highest interests, still re- 

h5 
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main as incotrigible and as far ftom real 
holiness^ whatever their external conduct 
may be^ as those sinners of the old w<Mrld» 
who then were deaf to instruction. Let 
not such persons gaze on the bow in the 
cloud> while they remain in their present 
state: the heavens exhibit no propitious 
sign or token that can inspire them with 
comfort or with hope ; their conduct tends, 
so far as their influence goes, to increase 
the desolation of this wilderness; and 
they must expect only such joys as its 
arid soil can produce. 

Tossed about on the mighty flood 
during so many tedious months, with 
what different emotions must so long a 
confinement be regarded^ according to the 
diversity of the tempers and dispositions 
of those who endured it together in the 
ark, and the habits they had contracted 
while they were inhabitants of the former 
world. Noah, even in his day, might 
have been unable to prevent some of his 
family at least from forming friendships 
and contracting intimacies, which his 
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laoare miiture Judgment and experience 
must hs^re dis(tpproTe4- Well ; now they 
are conyinced^ or n;ugl^t be conyinced of 
tb^ wigdom of his remonstrances; now 
tb^y feel the advantage of being allied to 
% good majQ, whether or not they «^^ s^ch 
themselves. Nothing, however, is left oi^ 
r^ord concerning this family during their 
confinement : we only know that ' the 
jLord shut them in ;' and that signal in- 
«(;anc>e of divine favour, a^d pledge pf 
fatherly care, WQuld have 1;>e{ei^ sufficient, 
me would thiols* to impress their minds 
npt paly with ft feeUng of gratitude, ^^^ 
of huniblo idepentjience npq^ their pivine 
Protector, but with every tender and 
j^y|[npathetip feeling tow^d§ each other. 
Whether their peculiie^ circumstai^ff^ 
operate4 tli)9S )^indly on this Jipusehpld, 
/pmi never be Iqiown; but t^ere are n^ai^y 
pf Ijiieir desceiidants as effectually hedg^^ 
i^ aiid confined togejther on some spot i;^ 
this wilderness, Sidlected for them by 
Divide Providence, as w^s this family by 
the mighty wa^iers of the flood. O lliat 
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they were all dubmissiye under that dis- 
pensation which thus orders their lot, 
and fixes the bounds of their dwellings ! 
that they could all contentedly remain in 
their tents, while the pillar and the cloud 
rests upon them, whether it be for days, 
or weeks, or months, or years ! 

What a speck did this floating asylum 
appear on the wide expanse of water: yet 
what stupendous events were concealed 
in their germ within this narrow compass! 
Empires in embryo, with all the diversity 
of calamities, and the vicissitudes that 
empires know ! Could a human eye have 
descried it from afar, of what little im- 
portance would it have appeared! Yet 
He who directed every dashing wave 
which seemed to be rolling on at random, 
and thus steered them to their destined 
course ; He who sees the end from the 
beginning, had all these complicated 
events present to his view, and familiarly 
knew all, whether relating to empires or 
to the individuals who compose them. 
Afflicted traveller, do you complain that 
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' all his waves and his billows are gone 
over you;* that ' the floods lift up their 
voice ; that they lift up their waves V Your 
small concerns were then as intimately 
known, your future destiny as familiar to 
the Divine Mind, as was the present con- 
dition of those your progenitors. . Imitate 
this antient patriarch in your faith, and 
' the water-flood shall not overflow you, 
neither shall the deeps swallow you up.' 
Do the messengers you send abroad for 
tidings of relief find no spot on which to 
rest? Be not discouraged; for although 
the waters as yet conceal the topmost 
branches of the olive-tree, they still may 
be imperceptibly abating, and, ere you are 
aware, a leaf may be brought you as a 
pledge of speedy deliverance. 

The mountains of Ararat — were their 
sides verdant or barren ? Whatever they 
were, they must have been the most wel- 
come spots on wjiich this family had ever 
yet set their feet. Perhaps, in former 
days, they would have attracted but little 
of their notice ; much less might they 
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have desired to damber up tbeir steep 
sides for the purpose of gaining the lofty 
smnmits, that they might gaze around : 
for then they were familiar with busy 
towns and populous cities ; with mighty 
heroes who were of old men of renown ; 
but alas ! the works and the very names 
of these men of renown have perished in 
the ruin that has swept over the wilder* 
ness^ and now not a memorial of them 
bestrews the desolate plains. These 
costly monuments of the age in which 
they livedo and which served to embellish 
the wilderness in which they were then 
travellers, undermined by the destructive 
torrent, have yielded to ' the mighty ruin, 
and silence and desolation reign around- 
But when the fluctuating movements of 
the ark had announced to its anxious 
inhabitants that it was alighting on a 
resting place^ the mountain top seemed 
clothed with verdure; hope sprung up 
spontaneously, and bedecked all around 
in the gay vestments of spring. So are 
our views frequently changed by afflic- 
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tion. In prosperity we are prone to call 
' good evil, and evil good ;' but adversity 
changes the aspect of the scene> and 
frequently shows us that those things, on 
which heretofore we set but little value, 
possess intrinsic worth, and are capable 
of contributing essentially to our comfort 
and well being. 

And now they descend the mountain 
sides, to seek an eligible spot in this wide 
wUdemeBs. on which to pitch their tente. 
They might freely take their choice : the 
land lay before them ; there was none to 
dispute their rights, or fix their limits. 
Now some of them, perhaps, might have 
been disposed to yield up those claims 
for which, before, they had so obstinately 
contended — for the privilege of again en-* 
joying society and being enlivened by the 
busy scenes around : but all is hushed ; 
contention and rapine have forgotten 
their arts ; the oppressor and the op juressed 
sleep together. Ah ! ye three sons of this 
man of God, ye who are to replenish 
this desolate wilderness, in compassion 
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to the countless millions who axe yet to 
traverse it take heed to your own ways, 
and as far as your influence extends, 
make it blossom as the rose by your 
virtues: considering yourselves as the 
. forerunners of the human race, let your 
eye penetrate the remote distance, and 
pursue an even track ; so that when you 
have taken your flight, and for ever bid 
adieu to this wilderness, they may steadi- 
ly follow the footsteps of their forefathers, 
who will then be inheriting the early pro- 
mises. on which they had rested all their 
hopes. Surely the bow in the cloud, and 
the benign sound of a patriarch's voice 
blessing his sons, are in sweet harmony, 
and afibrd a happy presage. We delight 
to dwell on the subject : ' Blessed be' 
the Lord God of Shem ;' * blessed be the 
Lord God of Japhet ; and he shall*dwell 
in the tents of Shem.' Here was prosperity, 
and brotherly union as the basis of it, 
ultimatelypromised ; but, alas ! the original 
pollution which man had contracted, and 
which overspread the former world, has not 



^ 

>» 



THE ITINERARY. 161 

beeitcleaAsed by the waters of the deluge, 
A father's blessing is ushered in by a 
father's curse! 01 w€re children suffi- 
ciently awsure of the stupendous conse- 
quences often annexed to parental dis^ 
pleasure^ how would it promote the 
peace and prosperity of families, and of 
course the general happiness of society, 
D uty to parents is ' the first commandment 
with promise;' a commandment which 
is exceeding broad, embracing that de- 
ference and respect, which in numerous 
instances seems to be utterly forgotten. 
Whether it will not suffice for children to 
conceal the failings of parents fi*om the 
world in general, but that they are re- 
quired if possible to hide them from each 
other, let the history of these three sons 
decide. That the punishment due to a 
breach of these duties is not delayed to 
a future state, is seen in innumerable 
instances. And can there be found a 
stronger confirmation of this sentiment, 
than in the subsequent destiny of those 
three families? LetAinc's groaning sons 
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attest the tntih of it: let eveiy rebellkms 
son who ' despiseth his father^ and chor 
aeth away his mother/ contemplate tins 
standing example of diTine displeasuxe : 
let them read over the Uesaii^s an- 
nexed to filial duty, the enrses tlureat- 
eoed to disobedience, asui let thsat 
tremble. 

But it was not in the prospect of ap- 
proaching dissolutiim, that the patriarch 
thus predicted what should befall his 
family in the latter days. Three hundred 
and fifty years were yet to be added to 
the days of his pilgrimage : what a long 
peiiod in addition to that in which he 
had been travelling in the old world ! 
what vicissitudes in common with his 
contemporariea must he have witnessed! 
' He was an old man and full of days/ 
rich in experience, and in wisdom. Pro- 
bably there were many in that day, wh<y, 
presuming on a life equally protracted, 
'gave themselves up to work iniquity 
with greediness/ putting death, and all 
its awful consequenoeSf far from their 
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thoughts ; but the nine hundred and fifty 
years of Noah's life had their termination; 
and himself and his sons, and all that 
generation are passed away, as many 
succeeding generations have done, and 
have mouldered in the dust for ages.*^ 
And yet, youthful traveller, you presume 
on the seven short stages of human 
life curtailed as it now is ! Alas ! the 
probability is, that the days of your piU 
grimage will be terminated ere you have 
arrived at the last stage ; or, should you 
be indulged according to your wishes^ 
what, think you, will be your view of life 
on approaching the confines of this wil** 
demess ? Mt is like a tale that is told, a 
watch in the night/ Ah ! then, stop in 
your joyful career, and contemplate the 
final issue. The subject of our meditar 
tions was privileged to traverse this wil- 
derness nine hundred and fifty years; 
and what then ? — he died ! 
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No. XVIII. 

And at Taberah, and at Massali, and at Kibroth-hattaa- 
yah, ye provoked the Lord to wrath. 

Deuteronomy, chap, ix, ver. 22. 

Thebe are comparatively few, the events 
of whose lives, were they recorded, would 
afford sufficient interest to be deemed by 
a stranger worthy the perusal; yet there 
are none who might not derive important 
advantage from an impartial biography of 
themselves. But where no such annals are 
in possession, memory might prove a suf- 
ficient substitute, when enlisted in the 
important work of retrospection, and 
might exhibit past conduct in such a light 
as would prove of inestimable advantage 
in relation to the future ; especially when 
those feelings'and impulses in which that 
conduct originated have subsided, and 
those once powerful incitements have 
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passed away. Actions, in themselves 
important only as they may be connected 
with remote consequences, and with the 
feelings and temper from which they 
emanated, might be thus very advantage- 
ously brought to light, and set before the 
mind, stripped of the disguise they ori- 
ginally wore. 

By thus retracing our steps, every spot 
on which we have pitched our tents might 
furnish us with an important lesson. We 
might be reminded, like that stiff-necked 
and rebellious people of old, that at such 
and such a place, and under such and 
such circumstances, we also had provoked 
the Lord to wrath. What countless trans- 
gressions are we chargeable with, which, 
because they were unheeded at the time, 
are now forgotten, and not the faintest 
impression of them remains upon our 
memory I 

O ! traveller, where was it, and in what 
sti*ait or difficulty, did you question the 
fatherly care of Him who had led you 
hitherto? — question that Almighty power. 
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when you said, by your unbelief and de- 
i^ndency ' Con God fujmi&h a table in 
the wilderness ? * And when he proved 
to you that he both could and woidd, ¥ra8 
it there that you presumed to launnur at 
your allotted suppUes, saying, ' my soul 
loatheth this light bread ;' * give me 
something that thou hast not giren me ; 
let me choose for myself, and either take 
or leave at my pleasure/ Or, is there no 
spot where, when he had^ven you yoisr 
request, that you ' ate,. and drank and 
rose up to play? ' If these misdeeds are 
forgotten atTaberah, or atMassah, or at 
Kibroth-hattaavah, He assuredly has not 
forgotten the facts, nor ^e time, nor the 
place, nor will he fail in the due season 
to set them in order, and enforce them on 
the conscience with all their accumulated 
aggravations . To which of the^e stations 
is conscience most afraid to recur? Was it 
in early life, or more recently? Or was it at 
each, and at every one of them? Did you 
learn no wisdom? Pid 3rou take no warning 
by former miscarriages,e?id$ncing thereby 
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a heart bent to backslide ? Something like 
this will be the account with many, if 
memory is faithfiil and conscience per- 
forms her part. Snrely, to remember all 
the way which the Lord hath led us in the 
wilderness is airery humbling task. Me- 
mory may be roused to point to spots of 
former sojourn, with which reflections of 
the most painful kind maybe connected; 
•hut when the sincere penitent is industri- 
ously exploring these scenes, for tlie pur- 
poses of self-abasement and humiliation, 
and while by divine justice these sins are 
sought for, divine mercy has provided 
that they shall not be found. 

Traveller, while it is your lot to sustain 
the heat and burden of the day, in a dry 
and thirsty land, where no water is; ex- 
posed to the howling blast or pitiless 
tempest; yet lift up your eyes from 
the parched and barren plain, and be- 
hold near you ^ a refuge from the wind, 
a covert from the storm, and the sha- 
dow of a great rock in a weary land ;' 
an appropriate relief provided for every 
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diversity of evil. Let the sun's scorching 
rays, the hoveling winds, the raging tem- 
pest, drive you not from, but towards, 
that kindly, refuge, that hospitable covert, 
that refreshing shade. Should your way 
be dubious and intricate, you are still 
guided by an unseen hand. Behold, He 
hangeth the earth upon nothing ; yet it 
maintains its stedfastness and its regular 
course according to his immutable decrees; 
and are not your tiny concerns managed 
by the same almighty power ? ' He telleth 
all your wanderings,' and is assuredly 
leading you by a right way, however rug- 
ged and gloomy it tnay seem. Did you 
remove your tent from Taberah, and pitch 
it in Massah, expecting there to find re- 
pose; and did affliction still pursue you? 
Restless, did you pass on to Kibroth- 
hattaavah; and do you remain a wayworn 
traveller in a wilderness still ? Call then 
to mind the sins of one station, and cease 
to wonder or repine at the sorrows of an- 
other. You cannot escape his hand, 
though you take the wings of i;he mom- 
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ing and speed your flight to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. 

< Where from his presence can we stretch 
The pinioos of oar flig;ht ; 
Or where, through nature's spacioas range. 
Shall we elade his sight 1 

The beams of noon, the midnight hour, 

Are both alike to thee : 
O may we ne'er proToke that power. 

From which we cannot flee. 

Yet, when diyine mercy and forgiving 
love are found, how does the very wilder- 
ness smile and blossom as the rose ! even 
its sorrows do but expedite our journey. 
The antient Israelites, in all their wander- 
ings, ' drank of that rock which followed 
them, and that rock was Christ:' and 
from this the spiritual Israel must from 
station to station draw their healing 
supplies. Perhaps this wilderness never 
saw a traveller, the scenes of whose life 
were more diversified than were' those of 
the Apostle Paul; nor whose afflictions 
were more severe aud incessant. From 
what quarter did they not arise? The sea, 

* 

I 
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the land, the city, and the wilderness, 
false brethren, and strangers — all seemed 
to conspire against him: yet in the midst 
of all he exclaims, ' I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content/ ' None of these things move 
me, so I ihay win Christ, and be found in 
him/ And although he earnestly desired 
to depart ; yet he also professed himself 
willing to continue a painful wanderer in 
this inhospitable desert still, so long as 
any work remained for him to do- The 
time would fail to tell of those who 
have followed his footsteps from one 
station to another, destitute, afflicted, 
torm€^nted: it is for such characters as 
these (if any can) to look back on the 
various spots of their former sojourn, 
with devout gratitude that they have 
been thus far bix)ught through all 
perils on their way, and with hope that 
ere long the days of their mourning 
shall be ended. Should any painful 
recollections attach to Taberah, or 
Massah, or Kibroth-hattaavah, they look 
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forward to the promised land, no spot 
of which shall ever be distinguished 
but by the obedience and holiness of its 
inhabitants. 



I 2 
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No. XIX. 



• ' ^ 



Wbp is weak, and I am not weak ; who is oifended and, I 

barn not ? 

. ' 1 • 

2 Corinthians, chap, xi, yer. 29. 

4 

The illustrious character who made this 
amiable appeal, exhibits in the whole tenor 
of his apostolic labours and writings, a 
temper deeply imbued with the kindliest 
feelings of our nature ; an essential ingre- 
dient this, in the disposition of those who 
are employed in the work of bringing 
that nature under the benign influences 
of the gospel ; which, as a message of 
love to our degenerate race, claims to be 
delivered in a strain, and to be accompa- 
nied by a conduct in harmony with itself, 
that is, characterized by pure affection, 
and tender sympathy. 

Various and frequent are the opportu- 
nities afforded to every trnveller in the 
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Wildeniess, of manifesting this temper, and 
of exercising those tender sympathies 
which are forcibly inculcated by his own 
wants, and feelings, and sufferings, and 
which are called for by the sufferings, 
feelings and wants of those around. 
These services, which have their source 
in the heart, it is in the power of every 
oae to render in some degree, however 
confined his Sphere of action, however 
circumscribed his means, and though 
in the strictest sense of the word, he 
should.be able to say, ' silver and gold 
have I none/ To what an extent might not 
those ills be cleared away, which so 
bestrew our path; evils, real evils, which, 
because they come under the de- 
scription of trifling annoyances, and 
amount not tp serious calamities, are suf- 
fered to intrude with impunity, and often 
to try the temper and the patience in no 
small degree, even of those who may at 
the same time be groaning uiider the 
pressure of more weighty afflictions; and 
to whom, therefore, the removal or pre- 
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ventioQ of these lesser annoyances would 
be an object well worthy the attention of 
the kind-jiearted around them; of those 
especially who would sustain the character 
of philanthropy andchristianbeneyofence. 

Fellow-traveller, you profess to be well 
intentioned, and your professions aise not 
questioned; but do your sagacity and skill 
in the science of human nature keep' 
pace with these good intentions? Do 
you perfectly understand wh^i, and 
where, and how, the numerous but inde* 
finite services which genuine kindness of 
heart and pure sympathy suggest, will 
prove most acceptable and most solacing? 
And are you disposed to soothe a grief, 
though it may not be of that kind which 
has ever assailed yourself: is it enough 
for you, that it is a grief, a pain; and that 
therefore you cannot unconcernedly pass 
on your way, without turning aside to 
mitigate and assuage it? Then do you 
indeed perform the part of a neighbour 
to him whom you have found in distress. 

But now, to put these kindly sympa- 
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thies to the test, there passes a traveller* 
groaning and writhing beneath a load, 
by no means, in your view, so ponderous 
and so burdensome as to warrant the 
heavy complaints and moanings which 
you hear. You think that what he'calls 
a heavy burden, would be a light one to 
you ; but are you awaj^ of the weak or 
wounded side on which it presses ? or can 
you certainly know the kind and degree 
of suffering which such pressure occa- 
sions ? Have you no weak side ? Is 
there nothing on which your own feel- 
ings are acute and ini table? If so, go 
on your journey, ' as a strong man re- 
joicing in his strength ;' but the bonoux 
of mfmpcAhy shall not be yours : on your 
head the blessing shall not alight, which 
the sufferer has to bestow^ If you can- 
not be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; if in no respect you are 
tempted as we are, gladly we turn to him 
who was, and who enjoins his disciples 
to imitate him, and to be willing always 
to stoop to the infirmities of his creatures. 
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and to alleviate and soothe the siMller, 
as well as the greater ills of life. 

He merits no higher character 'liian 
that of an empiric, who possesses but one 
remedy for every disease ; but the skilful 
physician, studying, not merely the ge^ 
neral nature of diseases, but the various 
causes from which maladies of the same 
class may originate, varies his treatment 
of them accordingly : it is, however, the 
privilege only of a gifted few, to be so 
thoroughly versed, like a skilful physi*' 
cian, in the science of hiunan nature, as 
to know how to administer the appro- 
priate remedy adapted to every case; 
how to deal with the mind under its mul- 
tifarious trials and exercises, of greater 
or of lesser degree. But can those who 
are yet ignorant of themselves be expect- 
ed to deal successfully with others ? 

Oenuine sympathy is not exclusively 
confined to the alleviation of suffering : 
while * it weeps with those who weep ; it 
can also rejoice with those who rejoice.* 
Nor does this suffice ; for although we are 
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certainly not required so to ^ become all 
things to all men/ as to accommodate our 
tastes^ and sacrifice them to theirs ; or to 
make their habits of thinking and their 
opinions a standard for our own : yet so 
long as they are not criminal, there is a 
certain kind of respect due to them, which 
it is in the power of every one to shew ; 
the intrinsic value of which can best be 
understood, by recurring to the instances 
where that kind ofsympathy, or, as it 
may be termed, good breeding, has proved 
so grateful to ourselves. Whatever may 
be our chosen pursuit, our favourite study 
or amusement, those who are engaged in 
the same, or who at least manifest an in- 
terest therein, seem thus far to be kindred 
souls, and have found one avenue to the 
heart, from whence they will not be easily 
expelled. The laws of common courtesy, 
in. unison with the pure principles of be- 
nevolence, enforce this interchange of 
civilities, which, under due regulations, 
is one of the pleasantest ingredients in 
the cup of life ; or rather, to change the 

i6 
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simile, it is one of the loveliest of the 
flowers that bestrew our path. 

Do you observe him who is culling a 
sprig from the hedge-row as he passes 
along ? It is but a hedge-row sprig, an 
humble weed ; but he discerns somewhat 
in its simple form and delicate foliage to 
interest and to admire, and he turns his 
eye towards us to see if we sanction his 
taste, or at all participate in his feelings. 
Well ; we will not go plodding on, so ab- 
sorbed in what we deem objects of greater 
interest and importance, as not to slacken 
our pace for a, moment, and deign the 
courteous smile he seems to invite : the 
sacrifice (if so it can be called) is not 
costly; nevertheless, the temper from 
which it springs, where it is not native, 
is not of easy acquirement ; but if it 
cannot be ranked among the positive 
duties, it may fairly be classed among 
the chief graces and embellishments of 
the character. 

The Apostle also had a lively resent- 
ment of the injuries inflicted on others 
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by their fellow-men; and probably felt 
them more poignantly, than such as were 
aimed at himself; quite unlike those who 
can calmly stand by, while themselves 
are unmolested, and be unconcerned spec- 
tators of the vexations and oppressions 
that are dealt abroad ; or who can gener- 
ously dispense sage lessons on the duties 
of meekness, and patience, and forgive- 
ness, * laying burdens on the shoulders of 
others, which probably they would feel 
reluctant to move with one of their fin- 
gers-' Now, the Apostle certainly did 
enforce these duties with his wonted 
energy and Bkill; but in a far different 
spirit from that which appears in the 
language and conduct of such unfeeling 
monitors. The passage selected for the 
subject of this meditation sufficiently de- 
monstrates this. For native sympathy 
we may, after all, be indebted merely to 
the peculiar and happy constitution of 
our bodies ; but christian sympathy is a 
divine acquirement, and when engrafted 
on the former, the effects are eminently 
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benign. Happy the individual where na- 
ture and grace thus combine to c<»nplete 
the character ! and happy those^ too^ in no 
inconsiderable degree^ who^ under the 
complicated ills of life, are placed by 
Providence in this wilderness within the 
sphere of such companions as these, who, 
if they possess not a sovereign remedy 
for every ill, can feel compassionately for 
every ill, and above all, can direct to one 
who does possess it ! They who have 
learnt of Him, how to apply a kindly 
balm to every wound, whether it be deep 
or superficial — to administer a cordial to 
those who are ready to faint, have the 
present reward of feeling their own spirits 
refreshed and invigorated by the kind 
offices they perform for others. 

But, fellow-traveller, at what are you 
so intently gazing ? O ! I perceive yon- 
der wayfaring man does not walk erect; 
he limps in his gait: you wonder he 
should stumble at the pebbles which 
bestrew his path; but where is your 
sympathy? Perhaps, were you precisely 
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in his situation, he might animadvert on 
your walk. You look sceptical and shake 
your head ; his case, you are persuaded, 
has no claim on your sympathy ; but have 
the common feeUngs and infirmities of 
our nature no claim ? Chane^e the term 
sympathy^ if you please, and substitute 
modesty in its place, which may suggest 

a hint, that you know not how soon 

Ah ! you are tript up ! What was it that 
upset you ? I cannot perceive : but stay ; 
I must practise my own lessons : I think 
I should not myself have stumbled in this 
part of the road ; but however that may 
be, you shall have my sympathy and my 
aid also, if necessary ; at the same time, 
let me take a lesson for my own future 
course, that ' wy footsteps slip not.* 

' Touched with a sympathy divine, 

St knows oar feeble frame \ 
H« knows what sore temptations mean. 

For JJa has felt the same.* 
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No. XX. 

Wbo is thif,'fliat oameth up from the wfldemess, leanag 

upon her beloyed ? 

Canticles, ohap. viii, ver. 5. 

Is there any thing that can give a diarm 
to these desert wilds, or soothe the feel* 
ings of the wearied traveller, equal to 
the society and the tender offices of those 
we love ? Even in the wilderness we are 
frequently thus indulged. He wbo has, 
for the punishment of sin, desolated tl»s 
fair land, has yet left us in the solace of 
the heart much to cheer, to enliven, and 
to beguile the weariness of the way. The 
cases are not frequent in which lover 
and every friend are put far from us ; in 
which no green spot is to be found, where 
we and the friend of our bosom can give 
and receive advice, support, and conso- 
lation. But we are prone to lean too 
confidently on human aid, and to trust 
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too implicitly to the staff of a broken 
reed. The worldling has no better sup- 
port : attached as he is to this present 
state, and anxious as he is to find rest 
in this wilderness, he finds it not ; while 
those whom he despises are directed by 
a divine hand, and supported by an om- 
nipotent arm. Those indeed have Him 
for their friend, ' who sticketh closer than 
a brother;' — Him ' the chiefest among 
ten thousand, and altogether lovely.' 
They are the men who>' indeed, find it 
time, that * two are better than one ;' and 
leaning upon this support, they are se- 
cured against the perils of the way, and 
throughout their journey hold sweet con- 
verse with their Divine Protector. 

' Who is this V may the world well 
exclaim. They see not the hidden life ; 
they know not the firm support the pil- 
grim enjoys in his way to heaven, while 
leaning on the beloved. 

^ Who is this V may fellow-saints ex- 
claim ; ' younger, feebler, and less weaned 
from the world ; who is this, that enjoys 
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such close communion, and ^alks thus 
with God ; and who exhibits religion in, 
its power and in its beauty V 

' Who is this/ may the Saviour say, 
' who leans so firmly; who draw3 virtui^ 
from me so copiously ? who is this, that 
will not let me go until I impart a bless- 
ing ? I feel the firm dependence : I will 
save the soul that trusts in me. I honour 
the faith, the love, which thus lays claim 
to my effectual assistance/ ' Be it unto 
thee according to thy faith.* 

^ Coming up from the wilderness/ the 
journey is almost ended ; the brighter 
land is in view ; this separating Jordan 
only intervenes : on the other side are 
the eternal hills, the heavenly inheritance, 
the promised possession. Rugged are the 
sides of this descent, and cold are the 
boisterous waves. - The soul may well 
reluctate and tremble at the prospect, 
and shrink fi*om the untried scene ; yet 
there was one who sang sweetly on this 
very occasion, and his song has been 
repeated by a countless host of triumph- 
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ant pilgrims : — ' Though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death : I will 
fear no eviU for thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me/ ' Let me die the death of 
the righteous; let iay last end be like 
his/ This, of a truth, is ' coming up 
from the wilderness, leaning on the be- 
loved/ . 

' Who is this/ again may the world say, 
* that can thus courageously face the king 
of terrors/ An appalling tyrant, indeed, 
he is to them ; at whose summons they 
must depart from all they held ever dear, 
and enter on a state untried, unknown. 
To see a christian take his departure out 
of this wilderness calmly and delightfully, 
is what they can never account for ; be- 
cause the beloved objects on whom they 
have been accustomed to lean must, they 
know, utterly fail them at that trying 
season ; and of Him from whom the chris- 
tian derives his support they have no 
knowledge ; for their language has ever 
been, * Depart from us ; we desire not 
the knowledge of thy ways.' 
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' Who is this/ may the admiring church 
say. What a blessed sight, to see a 
weary pilgrim thus stedfastly persevere 
in his course, hoping, believing, and re- 
joicing to the end of his race. Though 
old and grey headed, yet strong in the 
Lord, he now leans on his beloved, and 
glides away into everlasting rest. 

* Ah! who is this, leaning on me at this 
trying hour,' says the beloved himself. 
' Give me thy hand : I will support thee. 
Look not at the transient gloom tiiat 
surrounds thee for a moment ; but raise 
the eye of faith, and behold how bright 
is all above. One more sigh, and all 
sufiering is for ever over. Now repose 
on the beloved. Saved soul ! the wilder- 
ness and all its (^stressing scenes are past. 
This is Heaven J' 
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No. XXI. 

la iiim there u found some good thing towards the Lord 
God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam. 

1 Kings, chap, xiy, ver. 13. 

Of the entire family of mankind, eveiy 
one of wli(Mn is continually sustained by 
Almighty power and love, and hourly in- 
debted for all he possesses and enjoys to 
the DiYiae care and beneficence, how 
small a portion acknowledge th^ ob- 
ligation, or regard the Father of mercies 
and the Giver of every good: and among 
that small portion, how languid and defect- 
ive is this devout principle ! Yet, however 
mbced in the crowd, or retired and se- 
cluded from human observation ; whether 
of high or of low degree ; the All-seeing 
Eye is ever upon that few, marking their 
ways, and impartially estimating the exact 
degi'ee of their attachment to Him, with 
all the circumstances that are feivQurable 
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or unfavourable toits exrski)iceattdgiV)wth'. 
Happy that soul, within whose bdsoUL 
this genuine principle is impltmted i'Thefe^, 
although like a grain of mustardnseed, 
it will continue to increase and ^ flourish; 
till it is fully matured, and fitted W li* 
transplanted into a more conigemttl <»6ill' 
Traveller, you are toiling on : whether 
ascending the hill, or p&ibing the lowly 
vale, yoil pursue your journey heavily 
laden vrith plans, and schemes and pro- 
jects, on vehich to erect some future inwt^ 
gined good : but be persuaded 'to examine 
yom* stuff; of i^hat moAey materials- is^ 
composed — of eVery shiqpe, and of every 
hue ! Search diligently ; leave no secret 
<)omer of the receptacle nn^xplored*^ Alas ! 
that among all your stuff there should be 
found no' good thing towards the liOrd 
God of Israel!' that most valuable 4f 
all commodities ; that which imky wiU ami 
at the end of your journey, when all-dde 
must be cast away as refuse, and for Bver 
lost ! How forlorn that being, thus toil- 
ing his way through a wilderness, only 
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iotent oa cucciunalating its unprofitable 
pKoductioQSiv whea he must so shortly 
quit' his gmsp and lose his all. Into what 
a . state of irremediable poverty will he 
then «i0k ; for should there be no * good 
thing fouud in him towards the Loi*d God 
of Israel/ much of a directly opposite 
nature will be discoyered : all the afFec- 
tious of his heart are at enmity with Him ; 
and while there exists no good thing 
within^ there is none without, that shall 
eyentuaUy opemte to his advantage, even ^ 
in this wilderness, and before he makes 
ifais final exit : on no spot shall he set his 
foot, that is not cursed for his sake» re* 
fusing to yield to him that plenteous 
inoyease^ which he had anticipated as the 
reward of his toils« 

What a contrast does this form, even 
.to yonder traveller; who, with all his 
' imperfections, which he deeply deplores, 
•has nevertheless that good thing in him, 
although it may be so faint and feeble, as 
by himself to be scarcely perceptible; 
while his too eager affections for earthly 
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objects is glaringly manifest. With little 
hesitation, perhaps^ he conld decide of 
most of these objects the exact degi*ee of 
estimation in which they are held by hkn, 
and what place they hold in the secret 
recesses of his heart. The creature he feele 
that he loves ; but is often in much doubt 
and perplexity as to the Creator ; espe-' 
cially as his God and Fathier in Christ. 

What, then, is that good thing, which 
constitutes a di£Perence so es^ntifid in its 
nature, so important in its consequences? 
Is it a regard to the true God, in opposi- 
tion to idols? Certainly this is essenti- 
ally requisite. Jeroboam had set up gods 
of gold, before which he called Israel to 
bow, professing still a higher regard to the 
one true God. This was something 
better than the heathen idolatry 5 for there 
was an acknowledgement of Him who 
made the heavens and the earth. Yet- 
was his house cursed! 'And the reason 
is obvious : it was a worship paid, indeed, 
to God; but by unauthorized means : and 
the effect was, as it ever has been, and 
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ever will be^ to divert the mind from 
the great object of all worships and to fix 
it upon formB and ceremonies — upon the 
creature, rather thcMi the Creator. Let us 
not attempt presumptuously to add to 
or diminish aught from the instituted 
modes of Divine appointment. 

But if mistakes may be made in the 
rituals of worship, which maybe offensive 
to Grod ; how much more offensive must 
be any mistake concerning the essential 
mode of approaching God acceptably, 
which consists in our coming to him 
through the mediation of his appointed 
Messiah. ' He that hath not the Son, 
hath not the Father.' This constituted 
the difference between those early w(m:- 
shippers, Cain and Abel. The one, as a 
sinner, brought the lamb for a sacrifice, 
looking by faith to the promised deliverer ; 
the other brought of the fruits of the 
gtound-^ productions of his own rearing. 
There is no good thing in the heart of him 
who is yet unhumbled by a sense of sin, 
and disregardful of the one only sacrifice. 
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But, supposing our oreed and our ritual 
to be correct: is all right then? As the 
' something good' was found in Abijah, it 
naturally directs us towards the heart- 
this is the seat of all true religion, be 
our modes of worship what they may — 
that religion which the publican shewed, 
in his distant and deep confession, and 
his humble application for mercy. St. 
Paul exhibits it, when he says, * Let me 
be found in him; not having my own 
righteousness, which is of the law ; but 
that which is through faith.' This indeed 
is ' Christ in us, the hope of glory.' 

Traveller, should there be reason to 
hope,. that this good thing is to be. found 
in you, towards the Lord God of IsraeL 
give the praise to him who ' maketh you 
to differ ;' for this difference is 'of infinite 
importance. Yet rest not till the great 
question be satisfactorily • decided, re- 
specting its character and reality ; for as to 
your journey, it is of little moment what 
track you pursue, unless it be that one, 

• 

in which alone is to be found rest to your 
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fioul. Are you <me of those who, imagin- 
iag you hare but few sins to be forgiven, 
infw from thence that Divine mercy can 
bave but few claims on your love ? There 
liave beemmany of this character. The 
itwo si^positions go together : but it re- 
miined for such a one as St. Paul, on the 
coi.trary» to love much; because, according 
to his own account, he was less than the 
least of all saixits, and one of the chiefest 
.of sinners. If- indeed you are pure in 
Heart, and also in life, subject only to the 
trivial frailties: incident to our common 
nature ; having but little evil, and much 
good : then fold your robe around you, and 
stalk into the temple, and offer up your 
solemn appeal and thanksgiving, that you 
are not as other men ; not as yonder sup* 
pUeant, who prostrate bewails that « in him 
dwells no good thing ;* for that * when he 
would do good, evil is present with him/ 
There was some good thing towards the 
Lord God of Israel found, even in the 
house of Jeroboam ! O, parents ! you 
who are sending forth your children in 

K 
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all directions^ to act their parts in ihe 
wilderness, reflect on this striking re- 
cord. What a stigma on the memory ot 
this degenerate house ! That there should 
be found even one member of it, who 
manifested any attachment towards the 
Lord God of Israel, is reccorded as an 
extraordinary circumstance; out of the 
common course of things ; not at all to 
have been expected. When the phigae of 
leprosy had infected the walls of ahouse> 
it must be rased to the foundation ere the 
disease could be eradicated, and the con- 
tagion arrested in its progress. This is 
too often seen to be the fate of familiee, 
when the heads of them have gone astray, 
leading their helpless children in their 
train. O ! what a heavy account will such 
parents be required to render, when they 
shall be summoned, together with their 
families, to face the judgment seat! 
Should any good thing be found in that 
day in such a degenerate house,.the gloiy, 
the credit, the comfort, shall not be theirs. 
The plants, though drooping for lack of 
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care, shall have survived indeed, and 
taken root, and flourished, till they were 
fit to be removed into the gaixlen of the 
Lord; but such parents shall never be 
able to deliver up tlieir charge with joy, 
saying * Behold v^, and the children 
which thou hast given us.' 

But, traveller, should it have been your 
ufihappy lot to be thus abandoned by 
your natural guardians, presume not by 
these ciroumstances to hope that this 
e^CUBe will ultimately avail you. There 
wa» some good thing found, even in the 
house o£ Jeroboam. And whai was your 
father's house, evil as it may have been, 
that diere might not have been some good 
thing also found in you? Should there 
be any good thing hidden in your bosom, 
assuredly it is espied, and will be owned 
by Him, who is the discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart ; for 
even when wicked Ahab humbled him- 
delf, and walked softly, the immediate 
vengeance that was suspended over his 
guilty head was arrested. How much 

k2 
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mof^ wii^a ' the Prodigal evi&ced »m^^e 

contritioh ; eren whea he< wa» y^t.fi ff^9t' 

way off, and when the good -in hi9n,i/Q4g)bLt 

nbt have altnutted mertal; ey^^, w^,i^ 

met by his injured fath^r^y^mui Q9^c|\al|y 

welcomed tothe ptttenial.hQme* . F^c^r^^ajf^ , 

then, erring travelter-^foiasi^ the .4^99^- 

ed paths your ancestors .have trod49n ; 

' walk no more in the oouAsel oC f^p ^- 

^odly, ndr stand in the way of f^m^ef^, 

nor sit in the seat of the ncoripfiiUMqit 

you become' like the chaiF which the yd^i 

driveth away ; lest you shoiild not stimdin 

the judgment, nor be admitted, into tbp 

cox^egation of the righteous. > { ,,, 

Let this subject also, inspire, you,. Ci^ 
you esteem yoursdf to be a^ (ikj[^tif^ 
traveller) with candour . tcKwaiidU . jt))f)f^ 
whom yoii may feel iudinjed to. c^^pi^ 
or condemn. Do you suppose^, th^t ^ all 
the crowd youibehold^ 9(11 liAiJtiy^d^ 
could' be selected^ in ^wbom ifi.jp|9 gp9fl 
thing/' no good natural qualitjjri.i^^.tOiijiife 
amiable^ dispoAitioa; or. in wh(W«frj|tf^ 
very worst, duore mf^inoUh^Jftthefin 
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6bi^' gddd thingi btit fbr drouflastances 
W?t!h Which you may be totally > unac- 
'quaihtfed't Tlien leam> at least, to es- 
titnat^' at its jiist ralue, whieutever is good^ 
if 'fiidl pemeptiMe to human eye: it is 
att'th^j in such a case beloikgs toyiou; 
GCkd'^ii^ls the detnand' of genuine charity^ 
TO^lf^ i^ all eye which sees and regards 
the n^holie human character; all th^e evil 
as ti^lt ks tiie^good in yourself;, and all 
^^6 gb<ni' as well as'theeril inyourneighr 
bbiir : and for y^tconsolaiioni^be assure4 
of Vtm, 'that in erery bosom , in -which 
tifiere' exists some good thing towards 
the Lord God of Israel, there dwells alsp 
som^ good thing/ some benign feeling, 
tovhtTds yourself; for love to the par- 
takers of otir' nature naturally emanates 
ftbin love t6 God. 

'' !b^4tdur prime^ solicitilde, to discover 
tiye hidden thinc^ ot our own hearts : this 
Mil alford us little leisure or inclination 
M c^ii^ui'e bf hers, whose hearts we can* 
ifotl^n^w ; in whom may be latent hopes, 
b^r'deatift, br' Struggles, which are known 
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ooly to Him» by whom, they weie thei:^ 
planted, and by whom they will one day 
be owned. If by their fruits we imi^io^ 
oarseUes fiiniished with a fair criterion of 
character, then be it our especial coQcera 
that our own fruits may be manifestly 
good ; that our own * light so shine before 
men, that others seeing our good works, 
may glorify our Father who is in Heaven/ 
For to him alone is the praise due, whatr 
ever good thing there may be in our hearts 
towards * the Lord God of Israel/ 
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No. XXII. 

I have somewhat to say onto thee. And he saith, Master, 

say on. 

Luke, chap, tu, rer. 40. 

There are many turns in the traveller^ 
road, whichever way he is bound, and 
whatever track he has chosen, whether 
to the right hand or to the left ; a voice, 
if he will but listen to it; accosts him 
at every turn : in every event and occur- 
rence in which he is interested there ia 
a particular lesson. It would be greatly 
therefore to his advantage to cherish a 
teachable and humble spirit, so as to be 
ever ready to reply to this voice of coun- 
sel, ' I will hear what God the Lord will 
speak :' * Speak, Lord ; for thy servant 
beareth.' 

This voice is seldom so forcibly, or so 
efficaciously addressed to us, as under 
afflictive dispensations, of whatever kind 
or degree they may be. Then are they 
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likely. to fdODdi^ ib«ir fitof^^f^k^x 
wh^A in* a humble • B^d ahil^t^j^e «^iri<^.1 
w(^ place ourselves ia a posture .^f0ttw?TTi 
tioD, ^ilU»gto uadeKtond.tbeiiiH.w^^it'Tl.' 
ii^ of the message; and.\dien,a$|fa?-^yftt&t* 
repetition of the chastisc^nent,' yre^i^ilJ. ^ 
continue the obedient ear nirit^'J^l^iltei^ 
say on/ ' Show me wherefori^. it ia ttniit, 
thou Gontendest with me/ * For it i^^hW 
who well observeth these > thinga, Atrt 
shall understand the loving-^kindnes^^. 
the Lord/ 

TraveQ«r» there is not a turn in y«iur 
road, nor a supply during your jo^mj^f^ 
nor a resting-place, a danger, or a deUv^- 
ance, in which you are not thus addi'essed; 
for ' day unto day/ with all its varidus 
events, ' uttereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge;' affording 'line 
upon line, precept upon precept ; here a 
little, and there a little/ 

The Divine Benefactor too, ever intent 
on our well being, has also given us 
monitors in the persons of all with whom 
we have to do ; for it is not exclusively 
from the voice of apostles and prophets^ 
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and teachers who n^Bte estpressly deputed 
fov > tins purpose, ti^t we are to gain 
instraotito ; but from a great majority of 
those wi& whom we are connected in our 
dajly cotfrse. Not friends alone, but 
enettdes ; not superiors only, but inferiors, 
are - ire^en^ inrested with the hi^ 
oi&o^ of conTeying a dirine message ; 
'.whether we will hear, or whether we 
wfll forbear/ But mankind are naturally 
averse to reproof, through whatever me- 
dium it is conveyed, and whatever instru- 
ments are chosen for the purpose of 
instruction. While few scruple to join 
in the general acknowledgment of fal- 
libility, and all utter with united voice, 
the humiliating confession, ' All we like 
sheep have gone astray :' yet when one 
of these straying sheep is arrested with 
the kind intention of leading it back to 
the fold, he generally resists, becomes 
restlTe, and bounds off again to join his 
Wfloidering compaiiions. 

< All 'men think all men ^rrmg }mt fhemielres.' 

O, reprover! it is at your, peril that you 

k6 
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venture to aire^t a traveller in a courae^ 
that yon perceive to be wropg, with, ' I 
have somewhat to say unto thee ;' al- 
though the reproof, so far from amounting 
to a criminal accusation, should imply 
but a trivial error, or mistake in judgment* 
If you have l<Mig traversed this wilderness, 
you will ere this have discovered, that it 
requires a greater degree of temerity than 
you probably possess, to venture even 
thus far with very many, wh<mi you might 
wish so to accost. * Paithfal cure the wounds 
of a friend :' yet when that friend ftp* 
proaches to discharge this duty of true 
affection, it is well if humasrna^^re does 
not rise, and intrench itself behind self* 
love and self-will. Thus too often are 
rendered nugatory the various expedients 
resorted-to for the^guidance and direction 
of mankind through their perilous and 
intricate course : otherwise they might, 
much more fi^equently than they do, hear 
ft voice behind them at almost every step 
of their journey, saying, * This is the way, 
walk ye in it/ But " like the deaf adder^ 
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they hear not the voice of the channer^ 
though channing never so wisely/ 

Whoy that has deviated from his 
course^ and finds himself entangled in in- 
extricable labyrintiiSi but must recollect 
a time when he has been so addressed by 
some warning voice^ and in various ways; 
the full meaning of which he is now 
perhaps more competent to understand 
and to estimate duly ; while at the proper 
reason he seemed resolved to pursue his 
own course^ although monitors on earth 
and monitors from heaven united to warn 
Urn of his dang^. 

How obdurate is* the heart of man^ 
which can even obstinately resist the 
awful remonstrances of the Most High ! 
Yet * the voice of the Lord is powerful^ 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty/ 
While proud and rebellious manstandeth 
undismayed, * the voice of the Lord 
shaketh the wilderness ; the voice of the 
Lord discovereth the forests/ But 
whether the God of glory thundereth, or 
speaketh in a still small voice by some 



264 THEr mwiBUAfi^; 

gentle di6f>eti6aition' of 16b .pioi^dtacephis 
creatures can turn a tleaf ear, or say, 
' Depart from us i' we desire not 'the 
knowledge of thy ways/ Yet, notwitb^ 
standing these repeated prOTOoations; 
when the sincere penitent thinks of tiiOEi^ 
ways, and turns his feet to the dWmt 
testimonies, how hx soever he may have 
strayed, the first plaintive ciy shall be 
heard ; for * the' Lord regards the pray ear 
of the destitute. He will not despise their 
prayer.' Though He often calb, and we 
refuse to answer ; yet ' when we knock it 
shall be opened :' when we turn and seek 
his face, it shall never be said that * we 
sought that face in vain.' . The gentle 
voice of the Saviour invites, with, * Coaae 
unto me, all ye that labour,, and I will 
give you rest.' Let our grateful ears be 
open to these benign invitations. It is 
from the cross he whispers, it is fi*om the 
throne he addresses us, ' To you, O men, 
I call, and my voice is to the sons of 
men.' Let him say on : he will speak 
of pardoning mercy, and of sanctifying 
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grace ; of strength for perseyerance, and 
of a crown of glory. 

He speaks especially to the trayeller, 
when first commencing his journey. Ah ! 
let youth be attentive ; so shall they be 
forewarned of dangers which they do not 
foresee, and of means of escape which 
would never occur to them. Let this be 
their habitual language : * Be thou the 
guide of my youth.' ' Let the Lord speak, 
and we will do it.' ' Master, say on.' 

Such language would well become the 
aged traveller, after tedious years' labour- 
ing in the dreary way. Will not such a 
one be interested, when it is of his near, 
approaching removal, and of heaven that 
he hears — of deliverance from a suf- 
fering and a decaying body, and an 
entrance into everlasting rest ; when the 
Redeemer invites from those mansions 
above with — ' Come up hither.' Then 
will not the longing saint, awaiting the 
final summons, reply to the. gradual inti- 
mations of it, with * Master, say on '? 
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No. XXIIl. 

The King spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, tb&t 
I have built for the hoase of the kingdom, by the might 
of my power, and for the honour of my majesty 1 

Baniel, chap, iv, ver. 30, 

* O KINO, live for ever !' for the narrow 
term of a mortal life, it seems, cannot 
suffice to yield the revenue of glory 
which you deem to be due to your high 
achievements : well would it be for the tran- 
qtiiility of this wilderness world, were the 
temper which prompted so vain and pre* 
sumptuous a boast to be found only among 
these great ones of the earth, and net, as 
is too often the case, disturbing the repose 
of private life, and inflating the bosoms 
of those who dwell beneath the humblest 
roofs. For although neither you nor I, 
traveller, possess the means of this potent 
monarch, to spread our fame through the 
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earth ; although no brazen-gated Babylon 
shall record onr fanmble name ; nor do we 
aspire to these imposing distinctions ; yet 
let US not assume too much merit to our^ 
selves, for conect feeling, or superior 
wisdom, while we are conscious, when we 
hare attained those objects most in 
unison with our inclinations and habits^ 
of being equally disposed to render to 
dur own intelligence, or< skill, or activity, 
more than, in the case of another, we 
should think a due portion of glory, ami 
of praise. 

It is of little import, whether it be a 
Babylon with all its proud monuments of 
ambition, or some favourite structure on a 
much sinallar scale, which we aim to pile 
up, till it* shall tower conspicuous above 
those of otir neighbours ; it is the same 
spirit which actuates, and n^ich may be 
observed to run through all the gradations 
of society, and it is calculated to produce 
the same effects. It was not to the 
image, but to himself, his own will and 
eaprtoe, that this proud and arbitrary 
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king .£xaottd/di0' pnwtetiMiiif all iw 
sabJ€cl{B. . 'Sm inded weiireftfr ttot^tlwt 
exalted mok, or. thofe^aeinote I tfmefeitlbvr* 
similar in^tajaee^ . of. ty nmnjrt and i wtf* • a 
will. How many, withupu ouT' ^wn« ..<)li«flr- 1» 
vation^ might exhibit ooBBpiattO«a>^«ra»t « 
in the pagQ of priyate hkto^, by. ^.^ 
courage and obstinacy th«y difliplajiiiiR'. 
the pursuit of their. ob}eet and the laaia^ 
tenaneeof their favourite opbionsi Iti» 
well for those wid&m their ioiaaediate 
sphere, that their power is not .so abaofaile 
as to controul all people, and make them 
prostrate themselyes before, the iiMge 
(whaterer it may be) which ^^ have 
set up. As far as the power eitenda; 
we w>t unfrequently : see it exerted, and^a 
sev^^i times, heated resentment prepared 
for th(^ who shall ventmoe to iresifll: the 
despotic requisition. 

Traveller, are you clear of this IbUy I 
What is the image whii^h you have setup, 
to which you exact definfenee from tdl 
around ? Or where stands that Bal^piocL - 
of which your proud heart m^fiea its 
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r. 



intoJo<lwr*aiidtfr;4bri*i*i enemy miy W 
no^ im bis infiErchj itod^'ere the dsiwtim^ 
of iaMUi0r^/dayv spr^tul min over your 
faiiwl:pfo9pfBetft; i^el yottf pn>ttd stnie^ 
tufisi^iivttih tive &tkt, and refider idl yonr 
laboufb nbortite*' 

iMta b^)eV6r p?ettdtit in yotir recollec* 
tion, r that' at itn tiest estate, it ib after all 
hxiV9,mUmiess in vrhuih you are setting 
up your imag^fr and reariA^ your stnie- 
ture&-4^a wildeniegs whose baneful at^ 
moifthare pmietra;te6 ev^ery retreat, and 
leasres no sequestered spot uncontami* 
nated. .Before ypu (K>mmenbe your la-« 
hours, at least be persuaded to sit down 
and ^oount the cost: seriously enquire 
how mueh of your own time and talent 
will be requisite to lay the foundation ; 
how much domestic peace and comfort 
must be expended in rearing the super- 
structure: enquire of your nearest con* 
necttOQS what sacrMees they will he 
required to make, that you may estimate 
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the matter fiiiiiy: neither forget thai 
there is a stirange disposition in those who 
cannot bnildatower themselves^ or rear 
a golden image« to nndenralue the exer"* 
tions of those who can. Are yon prepared 
to see yonr Babylon thns undemdaed ? 
— to hear some Tobiah the Anmionite say, 
' If but a fox go up^ he shall break down 
what is builded/ Let every snch laborious 
bnilder recoUect^ that great Babylon has 
long since decayed: its grandeur and 
magnificence are vanished. Could its 
proud founder seek for it again, he would 
deek in vain. What would be his sensa- 
tions over those piles of ruins ! Know, 
assuredly, that of whatever materials jfour 
Babylon is composed, the time approaches 
when not one stone shall be left on an* 
o&er: espealally is your mortal structure 
tottering to its ruin; time is silentlyi 
although it may be slowly, undermining 
its foundation, and dilapidating and 
marring its strength every day : if its 
ravages are not now apparent; yet, ere 
long, ' the keepers of the house wUi begin 
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iotremble^ and tb^ strong men to bow 
tbejnselyes'; and the grinders will cease 
because they are few ; and those that 
look out of tKe windows will be darkened ; 
and the doors will be shut in the streets; 
and the daughters of music will b6 
brouglt k)w/ Your towering plans will 
be humbled ; * for you shall be afraid of 
that which is high, and fear shall be in 
the way, and desire shsAl fail/ This is 
the inevitable catastrophe awaiting your 
mortal structure ; for the last ebemy shall 
level it with the dust. Proud/ scheming; 
ambitious man^ must ' go to his long homier 
and the mourners shall go about tlie 
slareets/ Yes, some of £hose with whom 
you have been connected and familiar in 
these busy scenes, or who in various 
ways may have been employed in the 
execution of your designs and projects; 
shall now stand afar o£P, viewing the ruin 
of this mortal sts^ucture, and cry,/ Alas ! 
alas ! in one hour is thy judgmei^t coine/ 
'-They shall weep and moi^m over you; for 
no man buyeth your merchandize any 
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Hie fnM iStM ytftitsMgltittb^ 
after «ti^ d^pArtklf 'from >y««^ aflcUM^06 

ffaall fiBd'tbem no mora «taU/ '' *( - * 
Sat Mdiould Ihifr •yatii<^i)ioQ0i spkk 
prevail' ilk our > raligiouB •co(iilcemiii/-hok 
bitter and 'fatal i$ the di«a{iiieiiitidMi4 
llmt will eiMiie 1 How maily a boaathig 
Pharisee has'* gone- to* hie p^M ' among 
the apitite 6f the utij«iat» the aenamdv^aiM} 
Ae'worMly, add has^'bete < greeted* utA 
the bitHig' aardaam, ^Ari than i als6 he*- 
come weak as we?' There «^eEe»'-<)fijeid 
builders- of ditS'^aeription.^ttrhbsefsiibc- 
tvrea-at^by our Ltndcoiuparedk td whiled 
sepijdeM'es, '^ outwardly fait, Qsut iHdUm 
full' of^daad men's boiie6>and^l ufadeao^ 
neas :' y€lt .there is not a moise .ttofauiidii 
emfr than this. Those wboae • ccmdiMt 
baiely satisfies Ihe elaims- of dhsir feliowi. 
men^ presume to recommend theinseUrei 
to the favour of God by their merits^ 
and think to. plead before him the desert 
of their good works ; surely this is ' daub- 
ing with uutempered mortar/ and rear- 
ing a building that shall not be proof 
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^gfin^t tk^ firtfHTvi mod* the i t^mfieit. Hod 
Ne^uohftdmsaar^A ovn Btb^lfalkn upon 
his head, the mist wouM Aot have beeki 
mitffeuMnodouB, as that iVhieh e((Naaea Uj^on 
the^seU^nigliteoug^ whest' the iniperfectioa 
MdiTOFthlessiiess of their yery best per* 
fimnanees shall be discovered by. ' His 
bying righteousness to the line, and 
Jndgmeat to the plummet/ Where then 
MU.be llie great Babylon, buiH with. so 
mach eare, and surv^ed with so much 
oemplaceney ! 

May it be our happiness, iellow-tra- 
veUer, to discern ' that foundation-stone 
which God has laid in Zion.' May we 
build thereon ; not hay^ straw, and stub** 
ble; but precious stones: ^ tiien shall 
we be for ever in th^t cityi where ' God 
hath appointed salvation for walls and 
bulwastks/ 
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No. XXIV. 

And establibh thoa the work of our hands upon us ; yea, 
the work of oar hands, establish thou it.' 

Psalm xc, ver. It. 

It is a lamentable truth, that the great 
mass of human action should be of such a 
character, as to prohibit this humble 
appeal to providence for its sanction and 
blessing: nevertheless, to the glory of 
sovereign grace, it may be stated, that 
there are a chosen' few, who aim so to 
conform their actions to the divine will 
and pleasure, as that they can present 
this petition, with an humble confidence 
that it shall be heard and answered, 
so far as may be consistent with their 
true interests ; and that no real good will 
be ultimately denied to their requests. 
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Prayer, to such persons, is a very 
serious business: they hesitate to aim at 
any object, or pursue any course, which 
they cannot conscientiously present at a 
Throne of Grace, before a heart-searching 
God. 

It is therefore incumbent on every one 
to let his works, of whatever kind 
they may be, pass under the strictest 
scrutiny, before he ventures iully to ad- 
judge that they are such as he dares to 
implore a blessing on them: this is the 
surest criterion of their real character. 
To every individual, as though he were 
the only intelligent creature in the uni- 
verse, are these words solemnly addressed, 
— * I know thy works/ So intimately 
known a^pe they to the Divine Mind, that 
they will be deputed to follow him 
beyond the grave, whedier he die in the 
Lgrd or not. 

' The work of our hands !' Behold in 
what stupendous undertakings do those 
engage, who are but passing travellers in 
the wilderness. How do they labour and 
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toil, to establiflk the wmfcs of their 
hands! But, while the Bpirit of theBabel- 
builders still animates thein»let it^fiattew* 
trareller, as we pass along, be your hiua* 

bier aim and mine, amid our other wodcs, 

• 

to set up way-marks, from our own ex- 
perience ; instructing the ignorant, and 
warning the incautious, by erery means 
in our power. These will be the most 
durable monuments ; for they are ^^oted 
with materials which shall not decay. 
Let us not then substitute ' brick -fior 
stone, and slime for mortar.' Our hsouis, 
the servants of the head and heart, may 
perform much good: nevertheless, it 
depends on the secret motives by which 
the heart was influenced, to determine 
whether the works they perform shaU be 
established, in that day, when eveiy 
man's work will be tried, of what kind it 
is. It behoves us, therefore to be solici- 
tous, that ours shall not be added to the 
conflagration of a blazing world. 

Traveller, permit the important quesr 
tion — What are the works already per- 
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foimed by yea durmg the various stages 
of your joamey ; especially, for instance, 
daring the past year ? So recent a period 
mitst be fresh in your memory. Was 
iultl^g during that fleeting term done, 
0T sajd^ which^ so far from wishing it to 
ibe established, you would wish it to be 
uMidd-r-andone ? Eren with reference to 
the past week^ or day, could you con- 
seieiitioudy offer up this petition on be* 
half b{ all your actions ? Have you indeed 
walked in the ways of his commandments 
with a perfect heart ? Can you appeal to 
those around you — those who have had 
the best opportunities of obserring your 
^Mmduct*-^ those whose happiness is most 
afieeted by it ? Can they cordially unite 
in the petition that your works may be 
established ? 

. What works, what spiritual works' have 
you performed? Can you wish the style of 
petitioning the court of heaven which you 
adopted yesterday, to be established as 
j^ar customary mode of performing that 
solemn duty? What benefit do you derive 
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firom public ordinance ? Are the feelioga 
with which you return to the woild>attoh mh 
your conscience appro^esrr-BMiCh as yon 
hope He will appipye^ to whcMu the appeftl 
should be made ? . .,m 

What further progress have you ameKle 
in your spiritual course ? Haye yougaioed 
no ground ; conquered no enecaies ;i iSwk 
mounted no difficulties 1 You know thfit 
^ the pathof the just is as the shini^Ji^t^t 
shining, brighter and brighter UintOyitha 
perfect day/ Should your piith be th^ 
luminous, go on; your way^ and prosper ^ 
if otherwise, make a pause, and consider^ 
your ways, and whither they lead> lest H^- 
establish your works, by suffering .a care^ 
less, worldly frame to degeneorate into a 
fixed habit which shall finally lead to 
destruction. 

' What are your plans of operation for 
the future ? Are you one of those who 
act but from the impulse of the present 
moment, without any settled plan at all ? 
This will not do, even in your earthly 
concerns ; for our temporal interests can 
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never be estatilished^ unleds we ' guide 
our affairs with discretion ;* much less may 
those' aU*important concerns, on which 
(Mrr eternal well-being depends, be thus 
managed at random, and left to hazard. 
' If they occupy no portion of your time 
dr thoughts, permit the question, 'Why 
stand ye here all the day idle ? ' Behold, 
' *the night is fkst approaching, when no 
Bian 'Can w(irk. ' O ! bestir yourself; for 
▼erily this is an important time — an event*' 
fbl 'day! Do you enquire, what, of all 
days, is this day — of all times, is this 
tiz)6te. Know, then,0 lingering mortal, that 
tMs 'Oery time is * the accepted time' — thi$ 
very day is the ' day of salvation/ 

Salvation! yes; that our works be well 
established with reference to salvation, 
should be the grand concern. A thousand 
worldly s(3hemes may be frustrated, to 
our temporal, as well as to our spiritual 
advantage; but should our schemes for 
etcimal happiness be laid on a wrong 
foundation, or carelessly built up, or left 
incomplete, ruin, irreparable ruin, is the 

l2 
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consequence. The Pharisee, and the 
hypocrite^ the foolish virgin, and the 
apostate, will alike find their works de^ 
stroyed, and themselves perish amid the 
sweeping ruin. 

What works, in that great day, shall 
stand ? Divine Mercy hath proclaimed *- 
' Behold I lay in Zion a foundation, a 
comer stone; he that belie veth, and build- 
eth thereon, shall not make haste' — not 
be in huny and confusion, when the Lord 
shall come ; or, as St. Paul states it, * he 
shall not be ashamed.^ 



• I. I 
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No. XXV. 

^ft#T ike year waft expired, at the time when kings 

go fottfa to battle. 

^ 3 SAMtEi, clUip. x\, rer. 1. 



I- i 



It would be no unprofitable employment^ 
iff at the conclusion of every passing 
year^ we were to take a deliberate and 
impartial survey of the various events, 
public and private, by which it had been 
distinguished ; but, especially, of those 
in which ourselves have been concerned 
or implicated. Let kings and captains 
meditate aggression, and prepare them- 
selves when they think fit ' to go out to 
war;' but we, fellow-traveller, have (or 
ought to have) subjects of infinitely 
greater moment to engage our attention, 
than to determine (supposing ourselves 
Gcmipetent) to what extent such wars are 
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just or unjtist/ necessary or unnecessary r 
rather let us be qtiiel spectatdrs (^ the 
hostile movenientB we may obserte, far 
or tiear; while the noise of the' combat, 
which vibrates on our ears^ only ^ escfel^l^ 
the responsive sigh for the 'sufferings* i^f 
our felloW'^mortals : and thenv be it' Ottr 
principal aim io suppress all' those in^ 
temal emotions which tend to< geneiMe 
wars and fightings, and whfieh are «as 
inimical to the happiness of mankind, as 
hostile armies over-ranning the earth, and 
eanying ruin and desolation in their train. 
The aim of the true Christian will be, as 
far as in him lies, to contribute to th^ 
fulfilment of the Divine prediction, when 
^sWords i^hallbe turned into ploughshares, 
and spears into ptuning-hooks f and when 
sQI those milder graces of die spirit shall 
flourish, which characterize the children 
of peace. * " 

If kings were the only persons- wlio 
went out^ to war, the only ones ar^aed-at 
all points, and on the waftob to Se^ Ntlldtte 
they tnay advantageously invade !'4&te 
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pfi$fce of their neighbours^ > thia wilderr 
neesji notwilbstanding their ^evs^^to^ipoB^ 
im>uld not wje^ur so wild and desolate w 
aapecit aa it does; v^ox would. trayelUng 
thiovgh it b6>aQ crowded with difficulties 
and.perilft ; but tn ^reir; rank we. ae^.men 
aidlyuig forth ' in. hostile attitude;; deter- 
mined not to yield an inch toa^y.onei, 
nongive place^ noi* t^m aside 9' disposed 
4X1 oonstrue every inadyert»nt ez^pres^ii^ 
into, an insult, and. resolved to Ketaliate 

and avenge it sevenrfold* , 

Traveller, when you encounter Auch 
turbulent^ such irascible spjurits, are yoii 
also ready equipped . with sword and 
buckler? oc rather is it your h$ibituaL aim^ 
^to live peaceably with ali soen?' md 
^en baffled in. these endeavourSii have 
.y<Mv lissiiied to suffer injuries patiently^ 
.ftetU' the example and precepts- of, your 
Divine Master ? If, hitherto, you have 
pursued your journey in tranquillity, i^aay 
r' tbejGod Af pe^e. further make you 90 
peitfi^ct^ Jn ei^ieiy good word and yfoxJi^,' i^s 
lihat y^umay be pripof against any future 
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trials of tlus nature thut testy y€t asA^ 
you. In order to attain to this desirable 
state of mind, searbh dilig^kitly; Wkisther 
there is any propensity in your'uf&tiirta 
temper/ likely to produce an optk>sitfe 
conduct ; be aware that ev^rfy letiiotion of 
passion, or peevishness, or obstinacy; or 
self-will, has its origin in the same pol« 
Inted source, and conducts to the same 
end : be admonished, therefore, shoiilcl 
you be suffered to pursue your vney tiH 
another year da\ms upon your course; to 
suppress the first risings of these potten^ 
tous emotions ; and * let the time past 
suffice, to hare wrought the will of tur- 
bulent passions, from a grateful recollec- 
tion of the many instances of Divine 
bounty which you have hitherto enjoyed, 
and the protecting hand by which you 
have been conducted in safety, amid all 
the perils of this last portion of your 
way. Be incited not to return these 
numerous mercies of the past year, by 
annoying or in any manner distr^s- 
ing your, fellow-travellers, every one of 



whom is. equally with yourself an object 
of the. Diyiw i^gard. Efo you meditate 
eyil:ag^Qstajiy individual who may have 
incurred your displeasure ? Perhaps you 
(Sioiy inteud, on the fir^t convenient oppor- 
tuoity^. to inflict some petty vexation \ to 
utter some catting sarcasm, or smart 
r9parte;e» that shall strike home; so nicely 
sharpened, you imagine, as that it cannot 
alight on its victim unfelt; and yet too 
trifling to be noticed by Him who ob- 
serves all your ways, and thoroughly un^ 
derstand^ the full intent of your words, 
even before they are uttered. But .what 
if» while you are aiming your dart, perhaps 
designed to wound only skin deep, the 
last enemy should be levelling his at your 
own bpsom 1 How many, think you, have 
been 90 felled down, with some welHaid 
a^h^me ready for execution? Could you 
perceive such a stroke, aiming at. you, 
would it not stay your hand, and arrest 
its operations? and will it noj; stay iti 
althojugh that fatal arrow should for awhile 
remain. quiet in its quiver, to look behind 

L,5 



and reject on ithat you fatrre titmiY 
experienced on your rottd ; to look befom, 
and let that experience GTu^est ^at' tuay 
reasonably be anticipated for tbe ftiture ; 
to look OB your right hand and ott yottSr 
left^ and see if any object^ past^ preieiit, 
or to come, can justify the eMreami^^ 
ment of an ensuing year^ in ' aiiy -other 
spirit than that dictated 'by tfa«' goirpel 
of peace ? ...» 

Surely, the animadversions so' freely 
made by some private individuals/ on 1^ 
conduct of kings and governments, might 
with much greater propriety be suppress- 
ed, and their attention be tumed upon 
themselves, and employed in checking, 
if not open and avowed hostility, at least 
those petty and indefinite assaults by 
which mankind contrive to torment and 
distress each other in their journey through 
this transitory life. The wanderers in this 
wilderness, as did those of old, are ever 
provoking Divine chastisement : but let 
not us be the willing instruments of such 
correction ; not the fiery flying serpents. 



^Mliilg y«agea<ic9 on aU around. ,]W^e have 
mianrioidable eneoues to. eacauoter> and 
faftttlea to figiitjibut the weapons .if^e must 
u«fii£9r di096. purpo^^ ' are noif carnal, 
Iwl/ spirituaU f^ > the pulling down of 
tdKQ«e 'Strong hol4B»f ,This is the warfare 
.wUcbi fcom yi^ar.to yeiar, we aa:e required 
tomaiateia; this t)iat steady perseverance 
^ioA infloKibilityiywiuch will not suffer us 
to yield, no not for an hour, to any malig- 
nant' feeling ; thisr the holy. eouiBge and 
ambition^ and thirst lor victory and for 
gi9ry> at which the Christian should aim; 
this the warfare, the only hostility; to . be 
maintained by us, if evec we would unite 
with the numerous throng, who, following 
the Captain of their salvation/ are more 
than conquerors, and are finally rewarded 
with the crown of victory. 
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■. ■ No. XXVL •• • 

Ton froii him * that lie m«3r wsi,, nntd lie riudl 'a^nt'' 
plitli Ma lareUag lri» dij. • 

The Texdant inclosiura^ Gultivtted . and 
adorned by p£f.r6ntal ) affection for the 
accommod^ion of the youxig trareUer, is 
not precisely the spot likely to affoid him 
a coixect idea of the wilderness he has in 
future to explore4 Neither are the vivid 
scenes pourtrayed by a youthful imagina- 
tion at all calculated to prepare him for 
the realities which will soon obtrude 
themselves on his view ; he is not dis- 
posed to believe^ that to whatever class 
he may belong, he is even at his very 
best estate but a hireling, doing the work 
of a master^ whoever that master may be« 
In the one case, while he deems himself a 
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free agent> and subject to no controul, 
he is a slave and a drudge to ' the prince 
of the power of the air ; that spirit who 
worketh in the children of disobedience ;' 
in th^ other, he ^eiit^es a. master, whose 
' yoke is easy, and his burden light/ And 
although the period allotted for these 
respective services is but a span — a 
speck, when compared with eternal du^* 
ration; yet is it sufficiently protracted, 
to afford scope for de^ds, which, at a 
future season, will be stupendous in their 
consequences; for, at that decisive sea^ 
son, every hireling will receive his wages, 
and will be ' rewarded according to his 
work/ 

Now, respecting multitudes whom we 
behold, it is often too apparent in whose 
service they are enlisted: it is evident 
that the god of this world hath so blinded 
their eyes, that they cannot look above it 
for their reward ; here their hopes centre ; 
here terminates their ambition ; thought^ 
less hirelings, of a vile master ! In his 
work they delight ; on the wages they 



Qfiloulate (not,' tail i the day^ of ^^okoliTiig 
amves. Some of them we aee are'eaily 
arrested' in tbeir career; their labour t is 
short, and short, too, their fleeting^ plean 
sures; while all beyond. is sad diaapipint^ih 
ment, ahd positLre misery^ When- thus 
their sun goes down at noon, they/ are 
compelled to leave their udifinished work 
for others to complete, wko loltowinthe 
rear, and who ee indiustrionsly undertahe 
it» as though no such warning voice thad 
solicited their :attention. 

These ^ have accomplished their day ^^ 
their pmrswits, of whatever kiild, may have 
been followed with eagerness, or liiay have 
been so influenced by natural temper and 
constitution, as to incur the stigma of 
inertness and inactivity, by som^ of their 
iQore energetic fellow«*travellerst'; yet, so 
long as ' the wages of sin is <icath,' they 
will be focind to have perfortned the hire-* 
ling*8 part, and according to the deeds 
done, and according to the master whose 
service they preferred, they will receive 
the hireling's reward. 



^ There k a better Master/ who invites 
Its into I his service; who addresses ns by 
the eMpostolatiott^ — ' Why stand ye 
here. all the* (kiy idle?' It is a service, 
kideedjf to whi<di we are averse by nature; 
bat'its t^^ard is abundant. To have 
b<Mly> soul, and spirit, employed for Him, 
is our ireasonaMe service. Happy they, 
who are" thus ^ in labout^ more abundant;* 
they shall 'encter into the joy of their 
Lord, and wonder at the exceeding great 
reward that shall crown their feeble la- 
botti^ in his cause. 

But, alai&l Where is the servant, even 
among' those tiiat serve that better Mas^ 
ter, who, on a retrospect of his past life, 
with all its various opportunities and 
advantages, can make it his boast that 
* he has accomplished as a hireling his 
day?' That he has punctually fulfilled 
the duties of every relation, faithfully 
discharged the trust reposed in him, and 
strictly accomplished the designs for 
which he was called into existence and 
placed in this state of trial. Who can 
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stand forward^ and say, ' I have in. aU, 
reapects answered this* the end of vfiy 
being/ and baye not deviated fnw ik^ 
prescribed path in. any; part of my jour* 
ney ? ' St Paul, indeed, in the proapje<}ii . 
of approaching departure, conld exclaim^ 
' I have fought a good %hts I bay^ 
finiahed iny course ; henceforth, th^re ia . 
laid up for me a crown of glory, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, phall giye 
me at that day** Yet, because he had 
heretofore been a.persecutor, although at 
the time he yerily thought he was dpipg 
God seryice by his cruelties, he elsewhere 
styles himself * less than the least of all 
saints, and the very chiefest of sinnera/ 
And if the trayeller has, through Diyin# 
grace, been enabled to make any honour- 
able progress in hia Christian course; yeti 
pn how many menu>iable occasioni wjill 
be also haye to bewail his failures, hi§ 
frequent miscarriages, and to exclainUft 
because of this, and because. of that 9)n« 
which rushea onhis recolleetion, ' Lalso, 
of a truth, am less than the lea^t of ,ajA 
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sAbiti^: itisl -I hatreib^eJi an \iaprdfitkble 
fi^ant ; * why hare t rioC, long er^ this, 
b^ien cut' do^n as a eumberer of the 
grburid V the' calLi to duty disregajrded, 
t&e ^et6iee( rather abuis^d than improTed> 
and' the deiep afflictions lost a's to spiri- 
trisll beiiefii'; these, all these, will agitate 
th^ thihd with self -condemnation tind 
atixious fdir^. ' 

Haw should such c<msidemtions Btt- 
nitdate us to renewed diligence ; so that. 
Whenever required, we may be ready to 
render an account of our stei^ardskip 1 
In a wilderness like this in which we 
travel, none need be unemployed ; th^re 
is enough todo, both within knd without; 
therefore, ' why stand ye looking one 
upon another? ' Rather go and procure 
Divine food, for yourselves and for your 
households, or for those by the way-side 
who may be perishing for lack of know- 
ledge. 

Let us also ever bear in mind, what we 
are exceedingly, apt to forget, that our 
duty is commensurate with the various 
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telatimta ia^wkidi we etuui ioeaoh others 
it id a subject which > can scaiceljT'ibe 
pi9S8ed'On the attention toooAen^/ivfar 
be too forcibly taged. It wilL net ' iavail 
US' to «jcqait cmrsdyeB wdl m that dtpdas^ 
ment whi<^ may happen to be ihk moat 
agreetble to our taste or onr Juimoiirs, 
at the expense of other duties >wlach tmay 
be repugnant to them. ' The eommflnit- 
laentiis exceeding broad;' much bfoidnr 
than many choose to admit, who make (E 
great shew of their Christian profession, 
and rank high in the religions world; It 
embraces all with whom we are concern- 
ed $ as well as every department we fill, 
and every period of our lives^ iWcirare 
dervants; and to discharge our tmet&iidif- 
fully we must peribim our entire. w^nk^: 
WDc need we he ignorant of .any pari of 
our duty; for the Scripture .sup|^ie6^i«s 
with the plainest directions* Tromotk 
own servants we e^t diligence, ^oapw* 
ing that they should strictly perfoctt all 
that we require them todo> and are- justly 
displeased at their negligence or uMutten* 
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tioil 1 hut whether- our ■■ i'ottonstnineeft: or 
i^bukes are ^ effectual' or not on thein> 
thBjr anight operate to our own advantage, 
QLs illttBtratiDg liie kselation in whieh we 
iltnqd; and the duties we owe to our Di- 
tmie Master, which we axe required to 
prince by our oonduct to all arovnd us. 
/..0>! that' we should be inactive and 
^upine^ in a journey, and on a road, evary 
step of which so imperiously demands all 
our <energy ; and when our Master has 
graciously said, to stimulate us in our 
work, * Be thou faitliful unto death, and 
I will give thee a crown of life.' A good-* 
ly reward !~that we who have been 
faithftfl over a few things, should be made 
mders -over ' masiy things^ The faithful 
hireliDg does not murmur over his allotted 
work \ but performs it with alacrity and 
seal> 6^yiag> in humble imitation of his 
Divine ^Master, * I delight to do thy will ; 
thy • law is within my heart/ ' Behold, 
ds the 'eyes of servants look unto the 
hlemd* of their master, and as the eyes of 
amtkten unto the hand of her mistress. 
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90 our eyes wait upon thee, O Lord, xmt 
Pod/ This humble spirit, arising from is 
ponsciousnesB of our being unprofitable 
servants, eren at the best, generates that 
holy fear, so becoming our habitual d^fi- 
dencies, and so pleasing in his sight r--*' 
' If I be a master, where is my fear 1 ' li 
ccmsists in ^ being in the fear of Gbd all 
the day long/ It is a fear in perfect 
harmony with the love which a faithful 
servant bears to his master, without which 
the best actions are biit as eye-service^ 
and all such service the drudgery of a 
slave. 

. It is the habitual frame which consti-* 
tutes a state of readiness for the coming 
of our Lord ; ' having accomplished b,^ 
hirelings our day/ and having our loins 
girded, our lamps burning, and tranquil* 
ly waiting till summoned from our work, 
whether it be ' in the morning, or at 
evening, or at the cock-crowing/ * Bless- 
ed is that servant, whom his Lord, when 
he cometh, shall find so doing/ 
.But as the day declines, it is wise to 
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look .around and within^ and see if any 
part of our woik has been omitted, or 
Q^glfgently performed, that so we may 
qui^kea our pace, and double our dili- 
gence, while as yet the master has not 
called UB ; for as we know not how soon 
h^ may come, we should be anxious lest 
^ffx d.t|,y should be accomplished before 
our allotted work is done. In most 
case8 c^ indolence or negligence, there is 
some othe)r concern which divides our 
attention, which occupies our time: what- 
ever that is, may its claims be resisted, 
with ' Let me alone, that I may accom- 
plish as a hireling my day/ 

With what pleasure does the active and 
faithful hireling, at the conclusion of his 
day of labour and toil, see the shadows 
begin to lengthen, and surrounding oh* 
jeptS; those which appeai'ed in such vivid 
colours in the morning, fade in the twi- 
light; these shadows are harbingers of 
th^ rest, which wearied nature demands, 
' and there remaineth also a rest for the^ 
people of God/ ' They shall rest in their 
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beds/ and thelre shall come a morning 
also ; not the morning of the hirelings who 
rises but to renew his labour; but the 
joyful morning of the resurrection^ when 
those who, as hirelings'/ have faithfully 
accomplished this their day, shall be re- 
warded with ' Well done, good and feltJi-^ 
ful servant, enter into the joy of thy 
Lord/ ' 
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Leak hayif ^ prfached to othen, I myself should b^ a 

cast-away, 

1 COBINTHIANS, chap, ix, T«i. 27. 

The deep solicitude here manifested by^ 
tbe Apostle^ on his own account^ amid his 
habitual anxiety and zeal for the conver- 
sion of others, affords an impressive lesson 
to those who are engaged in the business 
of instruction, and may be fairly applica- 
ble to all the gradations of teachers, from 
the pulpit to the nursery ; from the pro- 
found moralist, who dispenses his sage 
maxims far and wide, and claims the ho* 
mage and admiration of mankind, to the 
humble composer of tales and legends for 
the infant mind ; for whoever would at- 
tempt to conduct others into the paths of 
virtue and happiness, should not only 
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have ascertained from his own experience^ 
that the instractions he gives are sound 
and salutary ; but should also for his own 
sake> as well as for those whom he would 
instruct, be thoroughly aware of the va- 
rious intricacies and dangers of the way; 
otherwise, while attempting to extricate 
his charge from the gin or the snare that 
way-lays the feet on the one hand, he may 
himself slip over some precipice on the 
other. Moreover, should his caution and 
zeal be accompanied by a teachable spirit, 
(and where is the human being who 
ought not to be teachable ? ) he has ample 
opportunity thus afforded him for self- 
improvement. Before the ideas accumu- 
lated, and marshalled by study, are per- 
mitted to sally forth for the benefit of 
others, it would be highly advantageous, 
first to arrest them, and on close self- 
inspection discover in what respects they 
would apply to his own case : some very 
simple lessons might be so applied, and 
be actually converted to private use ; 
thereby answering a double purposie, in 
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their instmcting at once the instructor 
and the taught. 

That this humility and teachableness 
characterized the spirit of the Apostle, 
the above passage from his writings is a 
proof; and it is by no means a solitary 
instance. And who of us shall venture 
to ' reprove, rebuke, or exhort ' the 
meanest object of our notice, without 
instituting the humbling enquiry, in what 
respect the exhortation, the rebuke, or 
the rppTO<^, may be applicable to our own 
case ? — In our passage through this wil- 
derness, we see much to blame, much to 
condemn; and perhaps frequently con- 
demn and blame without sufficient cause. 
Let us on every occasion of the kind, first 
look inwards and commence a strict 
scrutiny there. But ' the heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?' Certainly 
not those who are utterly regardless of 
its evil motions ; and as it cannot be 
thoroughly understood even by our moat 
diligent search, it especially behoves us 

M 
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to be on our guard, lest, while we are 
keeping so anxious a watch over the 
conduct of those around us, we may, by 
any impropriety in our own, furnish thenii 
with the appropriate retort, ' Physician, 
heal thyself/ 

Those even who are occupied in admi- 
nistering the first rudiments of instruc- 
tion, and who find, that, to accomphsh 
their purpose successfully, they must 
apply * line upon line, precept upon pre- 
cept; here a little, and there a Uttle;' 
-may discern herein an epitome of the 
« various dispensations of Providence to- 
wards themselves, and others, in which 
the same process has ever been going on, 
the same lessons continually brought 
to view. If, like unteachable and re- 
-fractory children, they have themselves 
disregarded them hidierto, it is high time 
such repeated instructions should now be 
conned over, lest after all the labour they 
have bestowed on the: saving of others, 
they should themselves eventually be 
added to the number of the cast^^way. 
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: Might not iuBtructors^ whea dUpensing: 
rewards, and inflicting punishments on 
their infant charge, be forcibly reminded 
of the gracious promise, and the alarm- 
ing threatening, which proclaim- ' to the 
righteous, that it shall be well with him ; 
to the wicked, that it shall be ill with: 
him.? ' As ' those who serve at the altar, 
sho^ild live of the altar;' so should those 
who dispense instruction, of whatever 
kind, be th^nselves solicitous to parti- 
cipate in the important benefit. 

O ! that it should ever be said, to any 
thus employed : * My. people shall be fed, 
even by you ; but ye shall be hungry ! ' 
Shall it ever be, that any who, by their 
superior talents, activity, and zeal, have 
conducted souls through all the mazes 
of this wilderness^ safe to the very bor- 
ders of the promised land, should them- 
selves be driven back with the appalling 
sentence,/ I never knew you;' although 
they might truly plead, * Have we not 
taught in thy name, and cast out devils, 
and done many wondrous works?' O ! 

M 2 
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ruefiil tbought ! O ! degraded chaiaoter ! 
to be a mere instrument in the hand of 
Dirine wisdom, for accomplishing itcf 
designs ; yet, however highly polished 
and tempered, and pointed, at length to 
be cast away as useless — a thing of .ix> 
further value ! Woful contrast ! wheal 
the services of those whom they ha^te 
instructed and trained for the higher 
employment of heaven will but be com- 
mencing, their own, which they esti- 
mated so highly, shall be for ever ter- 
minated — shall be remembered no more 
at all : * Verily it was on earth that they 
had their reward/ 

Were our services to be rewarded accord- 
ing to their merits, this must be the sad 
expectation of every instructor, whether 
he teaches by the voice, or by the press ; 
especially, if such endeavours were made 
upon the low principles of honour or 
emolument. It will be said to him at 
that day, ' Ye did it not unto me.' 

May a Divine blessing attend these 
humble labours, then ; however low may 
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be their rank in literature. The writer has 
done what she could : may the Saviour's 
blood wash away the guilt ; may his 
righteousness cover every imperfection^ 
and his grace accept the eiFort^as a tribute 
oflovetoHim. Then, while yet travelling, 
her heart shall rejoice amid the sorrows 
of the way, and contemplate, with a 
gleam of hope, that distant Zion, whose 
golden turrets glisten to the eyes of 
faith, and fill the pilgrim with hope, and 
almost with courage, even though Jordan 
rolls between him and the good land be- 
fore him. 



THE END. 
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way worthy of the writer's well-earned reputation ." 

Eclectic Review, March, 188S. 

THE FAMILY MANSION: a Tale. By Mrs. Taylor, of 
Ongar. Fourth Edition. In Foolscap 8yo., with abeautiful 
frontispiece, price 5s. 6d. boards. 

" If we had the least reason for suspecting that the opinion we luive 
on former occasions expressed was too partial or too complimentary, the 
present work would have satisfied as, and we think it will satisfy our readers, 
that We have not over estimated Mrs. Taylor's literary pretensions. We are 
not told whether the ' Family Mansion' is a Action or ' no fiction :' but whether 
the story be real or not, it is aiVtrue — true in the most important sense ; it 
has the trutti of painting and the truth of sentiment." 

Eclectic Beview, April, 18S0. 

RECIPROCAL DUTIES of PARENTS and CHILDREN. 
By Mrs. Taylor. Fourth Edition. In foolscap 8to., wiUi 
a beautiful frontispiece, price 6s. boards. 

" The same soundness of understanding, the same simplicity of mind and 
coireet feeling, as obtained for Mrs. Taylors first unostentatious volume an 
instanf yet permanent popularity, have been displayed thronghout the series 
to which this may be considered as belonging ; and it is no small merit to 
hftve fairly won that popularity by means so firee from stratagem. — Mrs. Thy- 
lor writes with the air of a person who thoroughly knows what she nnder- 
takes to impart, and who has but one object m view in writing it, namely 
to make others the wiser and better for her experience and reflection.'',| 

Eclectic Review, April, 1819. 

MATERNAL SOLICITUDE for a Daughter's best Inte- 
rests. By Mrs. Taylor. Eleventh Edition, with a 
beautiful frontispiece. Price 58. boards* 

" It is replete with sound and rational piety, judicious remark, and right 
feeling. The fifth, eighth, eleventh, and last two Essays may, perhaps, be re> 
ferred to as amongst the most interesting ; but all are characterised by a 
genuine earnestness of desire to contribute to the welfare of the person ad- 
dressed, which gives them a charm and a force that no writings can possess, 
the sole objects of which have been evidently either gain or glory." 

British, Review, Feb, 1818. 



B00k$ r€€enikf PMUked fty Taiflor tmi Hesteff, 

PRACTICAL HINTS to TOUNG FEMALES, on the Da- 
ties of a Wife, a Mother, and a Mistress of a Family. By 
Mrs. Taylor. Eleventh Edition. In foolscap 8to. with a 
beantifiil frontispiece, price 6s. boards. 

** The duties of a wife, m modier, and amistreM of a familv, are admirably 
ponxtrayed and moet tncceMf ally arged in thi« little volame. It ia a book tiiat 
will be placed in the hands of uiose who are to fill those enviable sitoiUioaax 
with the utmost advantage. Hie short reiigioas portion at the conclusion is 
warm, affectionate, and Jttst, bat not tinged with the slif^test spirit of fisna-- 
tidsm." . BrUishVrUie,Ma9,iSl&, 

THE PRESENT OF A MISTRESS to a YOUNG SER- 

VANT, consisting of friendly Advice and real Histories. By 

Mrs. Taylor. Seventh Edition. With a frontispiece, price 

9s. 6d. boards. 

" We are happy to annoonce another publication of this Judicious and 
nsefnl writer, particmarly as we think that the present wiU be found among tiie 
most yalnable of Mrs. Taylor's productions. 'Die size of (he volame is attrae- 
tiye ; and the style, thou^ correct, is so unaffected and simple, that every 
wwd will be understood by the class of readers for which it is designed." 

JUonthiy Bepiew, March, 1810. 

CORRESPONDENCE between a MOTHER and her 
DAUGHTER at SCHOOL, By Mrs. Taylor, Author of 
* Maternal SoUcUude,' &c., and Miss Taylor, Author of 
' Display y* Sec. Fifth Edition. In foolscap 8yo., with a bean- 
tiful frontispiece, price 6s. boards. 

" We have always closed the volumes produced by each of these ladies 
under the influence of the most pleasing impressions. In the work before 
us they have united Uieir ^orts, and have formed not only a very interesting, 
but a very useftil work. We heartily recommend the volume to our female 
readers, matronly and juvenile." Mcnthlg Review, Oct, 1817. 

DISPLAY : a Tale. By Jake Taylor, one of the Authors 
of ^ Original Poems for Iftfant Minds.' Tenth Edition. With 
a beaut&ui frontispiece, price 6s. boards. 

** The Author of Display comes the nearest to Miss Edgeworth in point 
of style, and skill in developio^ characters, of any writo* that has yet ap- 
peared, but her production is distmguished by features of its own. We never 
met w)th any composition so completely and beanttfally umple both in sen- 
timent and style, which at the same time interested us so strongly by the 
naVref^ of its descriptions, sometimes heightened by the most delicate touches 
of humour and pathos ; by the heart that pervades the narrative, and the air 
of reality which is thrown over the. characters." 

Eclectic Review, At^. 1815. 

ESSAYS IN RHYME, on Morals and Manners. By Janb 
Taylor, Author of ' Display , &c. Fourth Edition. 6s. bds. 

** We have seldom met with a volume of poetry that bore more itrik. 
ingly the impress of native thotuhtf or that supplied the mind more richly 
with materials for deep reflection.^ Eclectic Review, Sept* 1810. 



/.^i& Mi^T^HEW HAI1B4 Poblished'from an original Manu* 
script, aad eollatdd Mrith tfie Copy in the British Musenm. 
Second Edition. In foolscap 8yo«9 with a portrait of ^e 
Author, price 6s. boards. 

THE COtJNSELS of a FATHER, in FOUR LETTERS 
of Sir Matthew Hale to hit Children. To which is 
added the practical Life of a true Christian, in the Account 
•f the g0od Steward at the great Audit. Thiird Edition. In 
foolscap Syd., with a new Memoir of the Author, and a por- 
trait, price 6s. boards. 

'* These two little volames may be safely recommended to readers of 
every deseripitlcMi. They wiU oonflrm the sentiments of tiiose who are already 
well disposed; and may reclaim even the abandoned fh>m an irregnlar coarse 
of life. The Jadge here, at the same timei speaks as if seated on the bench, 
and conviaces his readers with the arguments of a Divine, and the affection 
of a Parent.'^ GeM, Mag. Bee, 1810. 

HOMILIES for the YOUNG, and more especially for the 
Children of the NItion al Schools. By the Rev. Harvey 
Marriott, Rector of Claverton, Chaplain to the Right Hob. 
Lord Ken YON, and Author of ^ACowae qf Practical Sermons^, 
expresaUf adapted to be read in FamHies,' 12mo., price 5s. 6d. 
boards- 

" Of its favonrable reception by the public, if patronage be apportioned 
to desert, we can have little doabt. Nothing, we think, can be more simple, 
or better adapted, as far as it goes, to the direction of Hie youthful mind in the 
coarse of Christian piety and order than the work now before as." 

British OriHc, April, 1890. 

A MOTHER'S ADVICE to her ABSENT DAUGHTERS. 
With an additional Letter on the Management and Education 
of Infiuit Children. By Lady Pennington. Eighth iBdi- 
tion. In foolscap 8vo., with a beautiful frontispiece, price 
4s. 6d. boards. 

" Of aH the didactic treatises upon conduct we have pemsed, there is 
none better deserves attention than the present : written in a familiar, sensible, 
and easy manner, that distingoishet the anthor possessed of observation and 
reading.** Critical Review. 

PRECEPT and EXAMPLE ; or short Biographs of Eminent 
Men, interspersed with Instructive Letters addressed to 
their Younger Friends. In foolscap 8vo. 




LBTTEM 

tiODft 

commenced 

Early Bitmg;' «nd completed by W. H« Bu9^u.a^9. Fo^l^^^p 

8vo^ 78. ! . . :\ 

LETTERS on the TMPORTAHCBy BuTY. and AorAKTAcifd H 
EARLY RISING. Addressed to Heads of FapnUes^i^he 
Man of Business, the Lover of Nature, the Stndept,ana,^h|& 
Christian. Third EdiUon. Infoolsc^ Sto., with a beautifol 
frontispiece, price 6s. boards. 

**We cannot afford any nore spaee ferremtfrlcB on lU/llltl« In^c^esr 
ine and uBefoi Tolun« ; but wc iboold ftU \n our dnty to the puMii^'if ^« 
did not recommend every parent to make it one of the Leetnre Booka of Uf 
little family ; and if he happen to have no time for the penual of it himacJf, 
as his day is at present laid oat, we can assure him thfit It wUl ayip^y .reiuud 
the effort if he nses two hoars earlier on the first mondng after- ne has pro- 
cored the bode, to study wtA idigest its contents." ' > 

Brimh Review, ^arcfh 19SBU . 

RACHEL ; a Tale. Second Edition. In foolscap Svo., With 
a beautiful frontispiece, price 5s. boards. 

** We were at a loss under wh\t head to class this excellent little piefic^ 
and had some Uionghts at first of givine it a place under the head of romance ; 
bnt npon second consideratioQ the Ikkmc appeased to be too food for tfich an 
allotment; and not knowing well how to amonnce i^ we have menti o ne d It 
here as admirably calculated for femak educattoo*" 

iV«p MotUkif Msgi -Attf* l^^' 

THE AUTHORESS: a Tale. By the Author of < Riic&el/ In 
foolscap 8¥0., with a beautiful frontispiece, price 5s. boards. 

" We feel not the smallest hesitancy in sayine, that the intention of the 
author of this little book is fall as good as that of Cervantes; and thpngh the 

ean is necessarily of a more simple character than that wmdi was em^oved 
correcting the abuse of the old spirit of romance, the tale itself is eaJci*> 
fated to prince equally good effects in exposiiig the fooleries of modem 
novelists. — We recommend the volume very stronghr, not only to all readers 
of nov^, bnt to yoong persons ih general, who will learn firom it how to dis- 
criminate real and artificial life, tfaie feelings of nature, and the representatioofe 
of art." New MinUkly Mag, Aug, 1819. 

PRUDENCE and PRINCIPLE: a Tale. By the Author 
of ' RacheV Second Edition. In foolscap Syo.^ with a beau- 
tiful frontispiece, price 5s. 6d. boards. 

'* The title of this book sufficiently announces tiie contrast wUeh th« 
writer intends to exhibit; and we may add, that the tale is conducted with 
simplidty, while it has sufficient Interest to attract the attention and to in- 
inence the feelings and conduct of young readers." 

MimtMjf EevieWfJune, ia». 



Books recently Published by Taylor 4* Hestey. 

. A SHORT EXI^RACX from the UF£ of GENERAL 

l^tNA^ . Published ^ Htrji^(A Ssirow Price 58. 

• M^ALt A0MOR, ** fireely translated into German from tlie 
Englisli of Sir Walter Scott/' and now freely translated 
frono ^€^ German into English. In 2 vols. Post 8yo. Price 1<^« 

MEMOIRS of the LIFE of FRIEDRICH SCHILLER : 
With a Critical Account and Specimens of his Writings. 1 vol. 
8tb. ifHth a Portrait. Price 10s. 6d. 

SYLVAN SKETCHES ; or, a Companion to the Park and 
the Shrubbery. By the Author of FLORA DOMESTIC A. 
8vo. I2s. 

FLORA DOMESTICA, or the PORTABLE FLOWER 
GARDEN : with Directions for the Treatment of Plants in 
'. Pots^ and illustrations from the Works of the Poets. One 
haivlsome vol. 8vo. price ISs, in boards. 

The STAR in the EAST, and other Poems. By Josiah 
Conder. Foolscap 8vo. price Gs. 

^ Every one who rememben a pleasing volume which appeared a few 
yeart ago under the title of *' The Associate Minstrels,* will learn with satis- 
fkftdon, that one of the contrilmtors to that work has again ventured before 
the public. Of the Poems contained in the present volume, we feel inclined 
to speak in very favourable terms ; naore especially of the Domestic and Mi*- 
eellaneoiui Poems at the conclusion of me oollectlon. lliey display much 
' do^ and tender feeling, clothed in simple and beantiftal language." 

Neto Monthly Magazine, Februarif, 1824. 

BATAVIAN ANTHOLOGY ; or Specimens of the Dutch 
.Poets, with Remarks on the Poetical literature and Language 
of the Netherlands. By John Bowring, Esq. Honoraiy Mem- 
ber of the Royal Institute of the Netherlands, and Harry S. 
Van Dyk, Esq. Foolscap 8vo, price 78. 6d. 

The HUMAN HEART, a Series of Tales. By the Author 
of " May you Like it." Post 8vo. price lOs. 6d. 

SKETCHES of the Principal PICTURE GALLERIES in 
ENGLAND. Foolscap dvo. price 5s. 

' ANCIENT POETRY and ROMANCES of Spain, selected 
and translated. By John Bowring, Esq. Post 8vq. price 
108. <kl. 
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Book$ nceiUbf PtMUhed htf Tufflor 4* fle«wy. 

CONFESSIONS of an ENGLISH OPIUM EATER. In 
1 vol. Foolscap Svo. price 58« boards. Third Edition. 

ELIA ; Essays which have appeared under that Signatnio 
in the LONDON MA&AZINE. Beantifblly printed in post 
8vo. price 98. 6d. 

Sir MARMADUKE MAXWELL, a Dramatic Poem ;— The 
LEGEND of RICHARD FAULDER— The MERMAID of 
GALLOWAY —and TWENTY SCOTTISH SONGS. Hy 

Allan Cunningham. In 8vo. price 88. 6d. boards. Secoiitl 
Edition, with Corrections and Additions. 

TRADITIONAL TALES of the ENGLISH and SCOT- 
TISH PEASANTRY. By Allan Cunningham, Author of Sir 
Marmadnke Maxwell, See. In 2 vols. 12mo. price 12s. boards. 

POEMS, Descriptive of Rural Life and Scenery. By Joliu 
Clare, a Northamptonshire Peasant In foolscap 8vo. price 
5s. 6d. boards. Fourth Edition. 

The VILLAGE MINSTREL, and other Poems. Bv John 
Clare. With a fine Portrait of the Author, engraved by E. 
Scriven, Esq. from a Painting by W. Hilton, Esq. R.A. and a 
Sketch of the Author's Cottage. In two vols, foolscap 8vo. 
price 128. boards. Second Emtion. 

SACRED LEISURE; or POEMS on tlELIGIOUS SUB- 
JECTS. By the Rev. Francis Hodgson, M. A. Vicar of Bake- 
well, Author of " The Friends, a Poem/' &c. Sec. Foolscap 
8vo. price 6s. boards. 

A COURSE of PRACTICAL SERMONS, expressly 
adapted to be read in Families. By the Rev. Harvey Mar- 
riott, Rector of Claverton, and Chaplain to the Right Hon. 
Lord Kenyon. 8vo. price 10s. 6d. boards. Third Edition. 

A SECOND COURSE of PRACTICAL SERMONS, 
etpressly adapted to be read in Families. By the Rev. Har- 
vey Marriott. 8vo. price 10s. 6d. boards. Second Editioiu 

A THIRD COURSE of PRACTICAL SERMONS. By 
the Rev. Harvey Marriott, Rector of Claverton, and Chaplain 
to the Right Hon. Lord Kenyon. 8vo. price 10s. 6d. 



